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GETTING US TO THE 
 STARTING LINE    

Fr. Gene Schroeder   

PASTOR 
      We've made the move!  The 'old con-
vent' is now the ônew rectory.õ  What a 
beautiful place it is --a real tribute to the 
skill, craftsmanship and dedication of 

the folks in the parish who made it happen.  Now that 
we are in the new building, I love it!  And  our secretary 
Julie is so happy to have an office in which to work!  
       The year-long construction process gave me an in-
side look at the world of remodeling and construction.  I 
learned, for example, that there are many safe -guards 
built into the process.  We had to have a permit to actu-
ally begin the work; then we needed an inspection of 
the preliminary electrical and plumbing work. This was 
followed by inspection of the insulation and then an-
other inspection of the finished electrical and plumbing, 
and an inspection of the heating and air -conditioning.  
And after all the inspections, we needed the 'Certificate 
of Occupancy' when all the work was complete before 
we could move in.  
       I'm sure all these permits and inspections serve a 
good purpose--protecting people from shoddy, even 
dangerous, work, but it got me to thinking that the con-
struction business has more rules and regulations than 
we have in the church!  
     As with every major change, this one has provided 
me with an opportunity to reflect ---- on rules and regu-
lations, when they serve, how they serve, and when we 
are called to move to a higher level of being.  
       In life, as we're growing up (or raising our children) 
rules keep us safe.  They provide the boundaries in 
which children can grow and develop.  How important it 
is for children to have a bed -time, meal -time, schedule 
to play and do homework, to keep their space neat, to  
help with the up -keep of the home.   
       Far from taking away freedom from the child, the 

rules let them function with-
out always having to figure 
out what they should be do-
ing.  It's a blessed structure 
that at the core lets the child 
knows she or he is cared for 
and about.  The rules ---
keeping them or breaking 
them--- teach children that 

 

WE NEED DESSERTSé.AND HELP  

PREPARING THE DINNERðOCT. 15 8 am 
Disposable pie and cake pans work best. There will be sign up 
sheets at the church doors if you can help with desserts.  To 

offer your help, please call Imogene at 963-5221. 
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choices have consequences.   And within the family struc-
ture the rules help children to learn that they are not the 
center of the world, but they are a part of something big-
ger ---  beginning with contributing to harmony in the fam-
ily and expanding to contributing to life.  
       Our faith journey follows a similar pattern . When we 
begin our faith journey we need some  strong rules and 
boundaries.  Thatõs what the Ten Commandments are all 
about.  They set the boundaries:  Honor God and your par-
ents; don't lie, steal, or murder or covet your neighbor's 
stuff.  The church, in guiding us, warns us against such 
things as the 'seven deadly sins': anger, greed, envy, pride, 
lust, gluttony, sloth.  The point is to give us boundaries so 
that we can live healthy, happy lives and grow and de-
velop.  They remind us that 'if it feels good, do it' doesn't 
really work.  So, following this guidance, we don't act on 
our anger, we curb our greed, our appetites for more 
pleasure right now.  We see the results of NOT following 
this guidance on the news every day, ---people suffering 
the consequences of 'indulging' in the seven deadly sins.  
We are told, for example that we are now facing an epi-
demic of obesity in our society because of the poor 
choices we are making in our eating habits.   
      In  giving us commandments and guidelines, the 
church is not trying to take all the fun out of life.  Just the 
opposite.  It is freeing us to live fully human, fully alive, 
to enjoy life in harmony with others.  Rules and regula-
tions are the important and necessary first step of our 
faith journey.  Without them we cannot really begin our 
faith journey.  But our faith journey does not end there.  

(Continued on page 3) 
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ST. JOE 
MONTHLY LOTTERY TICK ETS are now avail-
able. $1350 to be given away each month.  Only 
500 tickets will be sold. Our lottery sellers will be 
contacting those who have bought tickets in the 
past.  Cost is $75. If you havenôt purchased a 
ticket in the past and would like to do so this 
year, contact the parish office. (963-3273).   

ALL ARE WELCOME 
Sharon Vogler  

DRE 
They werenõt always Saints.  They may 
have considered their lives to be very ordi-
nary.  They were ordinary people with a 
love of God.  Some of their stories are ter-

rific, horrific, fantasticé.almost unbelievable.  We re-
member the lives of the Saints throughout the year.  
However, I always find myself thinking more about the 
Saints this time of year with All Saints Day just around the 
corner.  
       Below are just some of the Saints we, the church, 
remember in October and November.  St. Francis of As-
sisi, St. Bruno, Bl. Marie -Rose Durocher, St. Teresa of Je-
sus, St. Ignatius of Antioch St. Luke, St. John de Brebeuf, 
St. Isaac Jogues, and their companions, St. Simon, St. 
Jude, St. Martin de Porres, St. Charles Borromeo, St. 
Elizabeth of Hungary, St. Cecilia, St. Andrew Dung -Lac 
and his companions, St. Catherine of Alexandria, St. An-
drew.  
     What do you remember of their stories?  Patron of  
animals and the ecology.   Lived quite the life and death 
with the native Americans.   Declared a Doctor of the 
Church in 1970 and is the patron of headache sufferers.  
Patron of hopeless causes.  Spent his life as a barber and 
farm laborer among other things.   Patron of music.   
    Take some time to read about a Saint this fall.   Read 
more about the Saint you were named for, or the Saintõs 
name you chose for your Confirmation.  As we learn more 
about these Saints, we find that many of them lived with 
daily struggles and blessings much like us.  If you want to 
read online, consider www.catholic.org/saints/   or 
www.americancatholic.org   or www.catholic -forum.com/
saints   or www.newadvent.org   
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MEMORIAL DONATIONS:  
We gratefully acknowledge the following  

 memorial donations.  May we continue to remember the 
gift these people have been in our lives  

ST. JOSEPH CHURCH 
IN MEMORY OF 

Elmer Schapker  

St. Joe Menõs Club 
Hank & June Preske 
Martin & Irma Will  

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Niemeier 
Theresa & Ira Boots 

Faculty & Staff of St. Joe  
Kathy Ising 

Glenn & Julie Conley 
Tom & Jerri Kempf  

Larry & Dianne Kremer 
Wilbur & Marian 
 Fehrenbacher 
Mary Dormeier 

Merl & Pat Schapker 
Dave & Betty Fehrenbacher 

Fran & Shirley Happe 
Kim Schapker & Family 

Kelly Pennington 
Curtis & Linda Rogers 
Judy & Jerry Knapp 
Tom & Angie Lydon 

Barb & Cyril Gerteisen 
Laura & Stan Huelsman 

Leo & Marie Gumbel 
Larry & Hennie Happe 

Michael & Doris Niemeier 
Delores Schroeder 

Andy & Andrea Jarboe 
Mac & Ann Glaser 

Paul & Tammy Burgess 
Terry Drone 

Dennis Englert 

Steve Muensterman 
Mulherin Family 

Russ & Pat Osborne 
Barbara Mills 

Estelle Schneider 
Terry & Julie Fehrenbacher  

Mary Schweizer 
Mike & Lisa Paul 

Gene & Marianne Ritter  
Loretta Niemeier  

LeRoy & Dianne Palombit 
Paul Hasselbrinck 

Bob & Marilyn Mossberger 
The Hicks Family 

Dottie & Tom Happe 
Mark Fehrenbacher Family 

Angie & Mark Kessler 
Jerome Schapker 

Harold & Sylvia Gossman 
Mary Gerteisen 

Todd & Babs Niemeier 
Roger & Linda Kissel 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Effinger 
Mary & Mike George 

Judy & Richard 
 Fehrenbacher 

Mr. & Mrs. Jim Scheller  
Amy & Andy Schoettle 

Leona Englert 
Ray & Charlene Schapker 

Frank & Betty Will  
 

IN MEMORY OF 
Mary Rexing  

Leroy and Rose Weiss 

LADIES...ARE YOU READY FOR MORE?   
REALLY BAD GIRLS OF THE BIBLEé.  

More Lessons from Less-Than-Perfect Women by Liz Curtis 
Higss.  We will not be using the workbook this time.  The 
book will cost $10 -$11.  We will meet at St. Joe Inn, din-
ing room from 7 -9 pm.  If you are interested in eating, 
please come early.  Book discussions will begin at 7 pm on 
Wednesdays:  October 19, October 26, November 2 and  
November 9.  Please register with Sharon Vogler (963-
3273) or email svogler@evdio.org  by Friday, October 7th.  

http://www.catholic.org/saints/
http://www.americancatholic.org
http://www.catholic-forum.com/saints
http://www.catholic-forum.com/saints
http://www.newadvent.org
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In fact, itõs really only the starting point of the real faith 
journey.   
      Following the guidance of all the rules sets  the stage 
for our living our best lives with passion and compassion.  
They set the stage for our beginning to grow up in our 
faith.    While the 'rules' we've been talking about fo-
cused on what not to do, Jesus came to tell us what to 
do.  He came to show us how to live with joy and com-
passion, free from fear and anxiety.   He told us things 
like ò become as little children, trust, love.  You are the 
light of the world.  You are the salt of the earth. Greater 
things than I do, you will do.  You get to forgive your 
brother and sister seventy times seven times. Don't judge 
by appearances, but by truth.  And the truth is every 
person is my brother or sister, beloved by me as you 
are.ó   Learning how to do these things is the real pur-
pose of our life.  
      Now you might think that everyone would want to 
live the way Jesus invites us to live.  But even in the 
time of Jesus this was not the case. Jesus invited the 
people to  move beyond rules to transform their hearts.  
He spoke about entering  through the narrow gate, but 
then said, òmany will want to do this, but few will actu-
ally do it.ó   Why is this so?  
       Growing up in our faith means learning to live be-
yond simply following rules for the sake of rules to  living 
a life of love and compassion.  Sometimes, as it did with 
Jesus, this love takes us beyond the rules.  To do so 
means leaving the  world of secure boundaries, a world 
where things seem pretty black and white. Thatõs a scary 
thing for most of us.   
           St. Paul tells us that òwhen  I was a child I 
thought and acted like a child, but now, as an adult, I 
have put childish ways behind me.ó   Childish ways are 
not bad, they just wonõt help us to live the fullness of 
life Jesus offers.  Jesus healed the man with a withered 
hand on the Sabbath.    Jesus reached out to òthose who 
were sinners,ó and told them that they too had a place 
in the kingdom.    Jesus put love above the law.  The rule
-keepers didn't like it.  It wasnõt that the rule-keepers 
were bad people.  They were good people who wanted to 
follow the law perfectly.  But Jesus was inviting them 
into a world that was beyond the rules.  But this meant 
living in a world in which there were not always  easy 
answers to the situations in life in which we find our-
selves.   The world we experience is often filled with 
ambiguity and messiness.  It is a world in which  we can-
not control things or even make things work out espe-
cially for those we love.  
      If we are sincere in our efforts to become holy as 

(Continued from page 1) 

 
 
       Normally, a distribution from your IRA is taxed 
as ordinary income. However, tax legislation just 
enacted extends the opportunity throughout 2011 
for individuals 70½ or older to make a direct distri-
bution from your IRA to a qualified charity, such as 
your parish or an endowment. Such qualified direct 
distributions to charity from your IRA are not sub-
ject to income tax!  
     For information on how to add to an existing en-
dowment or if you are considering creating your 
own Catholic Legacy, please contact the Parish of-
fice (963-3273) or the Catholic Foundation at 812 -
424-5536 or email lcox@evdio.org. Thank you for 

your generosity to our Parish!  

Jesus was holy, we too will be invited to put aside our 
childish faith.  We will be invited to ògrow upó in our 
faith.  We often see people not following some rule, not 
acting the way we think they should.  Listening to Jesus 
we'll remind ourselves not to judge.  Our job is to love;  
God gets to judge.  And when life seems unfair and 
maybe falling apart, we follow the guidelines and Jesus' 
teaching---we cast our cares on the Lord, face the chal-
lenges, and trust.  We donõt have to know all the an-
swers.  We donõt even have to understand how things are 
going to work out.  We trust that God is on our side walk-
ing with us each day and  making everything work out as 
it should.  
       While the journey of the first half of our faith life is 
about specific rules and secure boundaries, the second 
half of our faith journey is about living with mystery and 
contradiction.  Itõs learning how to be comfortable with a 
world of messiness, trusting that, as St. Theresa said, 
òGod writes straight with crooked lines.ó   
     In the first half of life we work very hard at making 
rules and learning how to follow them.  In the second half 
of life we learn how to move beyond the rules and give 
up control.  The great spiritual fathers and mothers of 
our Catholic tradition tell us that we òmust first learn the 
rules in life very well, so that we can learn how to break 
them well.ó  And St. Augustine said, òLove God and do 
what you want.ó  Cleary this is wisdom from the second 
half of life, but it is attained only through doing the task 
of the first half of life very well.  The great thing is that 
God loves us even more than we can understand.  And 
God is tremendously patient with us wherever we are in 
our faith journey.  And wherever we are is just fine.  Itõs 
only important that we continue the journey.   

St. Joe's fall dance 
class will begin Mon-

day, October 10, from 6:45 -7:45 p.m. for 
Beginners and from 8-9 p.m. for Advanced in 
the multi -purpose building. Go to 
www.stjoeco.org to print a flier.  Questions?  
Call Joe and Kathy Weber at 963-9247.  
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MM ISSIONISSION   OOUTREACHUTREACH   
     No one person can do or be everything for everyone.  

But each of us can, in the words of Mother Theresa, ñdo 

small things with great love.ò  Remembering these 

words, you are invited to consider the following opportu-

nities to serve. 

WORLD MISSION SUNDAY 
OCTOBER 16, 2011 

     World Mission Sunday gives us 
the opportunity to pray for the 
Churchôs missionary work and to 
support it through  the special col-
lection for the Missions.  By doing 
so we will affect the lives and faith 
of people in Bangladesh...in Ethio-
pia...in Haiti and Ecuador and Fiji.  
Our gift of :  
¶ the cost of dinner out could 

support two catechists in the missions for a month. 
¶ the cost of a CD will help toward the work of Religious Sis-

ters in the Developing world as they care for orphan chil-
dren or in their ministry in health care. 

¶¶  A monthôs rent or mortgage payment will support a mission 
seminarianðmaybe even two!ðfor an entire year.    

      We know what our faith means to us, and especially in times 
of distress.  Please be as generous as possible in helping others 
to share in this greatest of gifts.  There is an envelope for you to 
use for Mission Sunday in your monthly envelope package.  Visit 
the Catholic Mission website at:   

SOUP KITCHEN SUNDAYñOctober 30 
Sunday, October 30th, is our day to help 
serve the meal at the Soup Kitchen at St. 
Johnõs Church on Bellemeade Avenue.  Help 
is needed to prepare the meal (10:30-12:30 
am) and serve the meal (1:30-3:30 pm).   If 

you can help, contact Brad Ruminer 963-6987. 

www.worldmissions-catholicchurch.org 

We  invite you and your parish to participate in the ñPray for the DREAMò on September 25 (or some other time 

between September 18 and October 9), which is being promoted by the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bish-

opsô (USCCB) Justice for Immigrants (JFI) Campaign, in support of our immigrant students and youth that are 

eligible for the DREAM Act. As many of you know, the DREAM Act would provide a pathway to citizenship 

for young people who came to the US with their parents. It is the hope of the JFI campaign that parishes across 

the country will plan events and/or  their Masses, prayers and homilies to continue the call in support of the 

DREAM Act. 

  

We desire to put a human face on an otherwise political issue through personal stories and testimonies, to edu-

cate our parishioners about this critical issue. It is important to ensure that our Catholic values are an essential 

component of the on-going national dialogue concerning innocent and hard working youth that are eligible for 

the DREAM Act. We are a country of immigrants seeking a way of life that is supported by our longstanding 

Catholic traditions and highlighted in our U.S. Constitution. 

  

In that light, we ask for your help in making our ñPray for the DREAMò a success, so that we can help raise 

awareness about the DREAM Act and the Justice for Immigrants Campaign. The involvement of the faithful is 

essential for the success of this endeavor and this initiative would be a valuable tool in the process of inviting 

your parishioners to understand, embrace and live out the Gospel. 

  

Please go to www.justiceforimmigrants.org to find more information about the DREAM Act and to send an elec-

tronic postcard asking the President to protect vulnerable populations including DREAM Act eligible youth and 

parents of citizen children from deportation.  Information regarding an interfaith campaign called DREAM Sab-

bath 2011, which takes place during September 16-October 9 can be found by going to the Inter-faith Immigra-

tion Coalition (IIC) website: .http://www.interfaithimmigration.org. 

  

We are attaching a story of a ñDREAMERò in our diocese that will help to put a human face on this issue.   

ñDREAMERSò are young people brought to the United States as children.  We hope to send you more as we 

collect them.  Please share these stories with your parishioners or share the stories of immigrants from your own 

parish.  Please also share your parishionersô stories with us at the Guadalupe Center.  We will in turn share them 

with other parishes.  (They can be shared anonymously.)  

PUTTING A HUMAN FACE ON IMMIGRANTS 
(This letter was written by a 
young person living here in 

southern Indiana.)  

      Unfortunately I have 
to write my story without 
my name; of course I would 

like to put my name, but I cannot because I am one of 
many young people who was not asked if we wanted to 
come here, but we are here.  
     My parents have a permit to work in this country, but 
that does not mean that I have permission to be here. Our 
parents brought us because they knew it was their respon-
sibility to give us a better future than we would have in 
our own countries.  
      If I would have stayed in my country very likely I would 
have been a victim of violence. I came to the US when I 
was only 8 years old. I remember that it was very difficult, 
another language, another culture, new friends.  
      When I enrolled in school, I was placed in the third 
grade. It was very hard for me, but thanks to God I found 
very nice people; one teacher especially gave me a lot of 

support. Very quickly I learned the language; my grades 
have always been very good.      
      Three years ago I suffered a great loss. One morning 
in 2007, as usual my mother left for work. I was sleeping 
because it was very early, shortly after someone knocked 
on our door.  My father and my sister were ready to 
leave for work. They answered the door.  
     I remember there was a lot of commotion and people 
were running from one place to another.  I decided to go 
and see what was happening. I was surprised to see po-
lice cars and ambulances. My mother had had a car acci-
dent one block from our apartment. She was taken to the 
hospital, but the medical personnel at the hospital were 
unable to help her. She died and she was only 38 years 
old. It was extremely difficult for us; my mother was the 
center of our family life.  
      My mother had a dream for her children and the 
dream she had was that we could take advantage of the 
opportunity to be here and receive the education that 
we could not receive in our own country. She had told 
me that she wanted me to be a good Christian and re-
ceive a college degree.  
     When we were present for her funeral Mass, I prayed 
and promised her that I would study hard to take advan-
tage of the opportunities that this country has to offer 
me. Also, I promised my older sister, who has taken the 
responsibility to care for me, to be a good young man 
and student.   
      I know that my mother is praying for us in heaven. 
When I was in the 8th grade I received the award for the 
best student in math and health. In the 9 th grade, I re-
ceived the math award again.  My dream is the same 
dream that my mother had for me, to go to college and 
be an accountant. Unfortunately at this point this can 
only be a dream because of the lack of a pathway to le-
galization.   
       I cannot see a way to use the intellectual gifts that 
God has given me, because I donõt have the necessary 
papers to be a college student. Iõm one of many students 
that have intellectual gifts and are in the same situation. 
I am one of many young people who would be able to 
offer much to this country but without a change in the 
immigration laws this cannot happen, and we will not 
able to see our dreams become a reality.  
      I know that my mother, who is in the presence of 
God, is asking Him to open many hearts so that they will 
say YES TO THE DREAM ACT and my dream and hers will 
be a reality.  Thank you very much.     
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