
 
 
 
 
 

      This year our parish has nominated Jim and Jane 
Scheller and Mary Pat Unfried  to be inducted into the  
Brute´ Society.  The Brute´ Society recognizes individu-
als whose lives reflect the example of stewardship set 
by Bishop Brute´, the first bishop of the Indiana 
territory.    They are people who have demonstrated a 
commitment to living a life of stewardship.   
     Jim and Jane Scheller have been 
involved in a wide variety of activities 
throughout the years they have been 
members of our parish.  Jim has been a 
member of our parish his entire life and 
learned at an early age to make room 
in life for others.  In his case this has 
involved serving on the Parish Council, working with the 
SPRED program, as well as working at the summer social 
and other parish activities.  Jane has been a part of our 
Hospitality efforts and working with the children in our 
Sunday morning Religious Education Programs.  Jim and 
Jane can always be counted on to offer their time and 
talents in service to the church and the wider commu-
nity.  

     Mary Pat Unfried has been  the heart 
and soul of our respect for life efforts.  For 
many years she has coordinated our annual 
diaper bag 
express.  For 
many years 

she has also been the coor-
dinator of our SPRED pro-
gram helping us reach out 
to children and young 
adults with special needs.  
She has also served on our 
parish council for the past 
eight years.   
       Jim, Jane and Mary 
Pat, are but the latest ex-
amples of people in our 
parish who have been faith-
ful witnesses of steward-
ship.  May their example 
inspire all of us in our stew-
ardship journey.  

 

IF JESUS HAD ONLY WRITTEN THINGS  
DOWN ON PAPERé.. 

Fr. Gene Schroeder  

PASTOR 
     Iõve often thought that the most remark-
able thing about Jesus is that he never wrote 
anything down on paper so that his disciples 

would know just what they were supposed to do.  Jesus 
left  remarkably few directions and even those he did  
leave were often vague and open to lots of differing inter-
pretations.  
       Take, for example, Jesusõ habit of eating with people.  
He did that a lot.  He ate with the leading members of the 
community, the scribes and Pharisees and with òthose 
known to be sinnersó, the outcasts, the people on the 
fringes of society.  And he kept inviting his disciples to do 
the same thingñsomething they often found difficult to do.  
      Eating together is a powerful social act.  Who we eat 
with and what we eat when we gather with people says a 
great deal about the kind of relationships we have with 
people.  òWeõre meat and potatoes kind of people. We 
donõt eat anything fancy.ó  òIf I went to  a big fancy meal, 
with gourmet food and all kinds of different dishes and  
silverware, I wouldnõt know how to act.ó   
     By the same token, something happens when we actu-
ally sit down for a meal with people ñrelationships are  
formed and strengthened, we get to know people and, as a 
result, we care about them in ways we didnõt before.   
      I think Jesus understood this and when he invited peo-
ple to eat together he wasnõt just giving people something 
to satisfy their hunger, but actually inviting people to have 
a different relationship with others.  He was inviting the 
leading members of the religious community to make room 
in their lives for òthose known to be sinners.ó  He was in-
viting his disciples to make room for the tax collectors and 
prostitutes, and he was reminding those on the fringes of 
society that they too were worthy of gathering at the ta-
ble.  When he blessed the fish and the bread and distrib-
uted it to people, he reminded them, through the food 
that was left over, that our God is a God of great abun-
dance and that there was enough for everyone.  In all this, 
he was inviting people to live their lives in a different way.  
       But Jesus never wrote anything down.  He just said, 
òGo and do what I have done.ó  The amazing thing about 
Jesus is that he promised to continue to journey with us 
even if we didnõt quite do everything he invited us to do.  
Often times we read in scripture that Jesus òsighed very 

(Continued on page 7) 
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      It is a good and holy thing to 

pray for those who have died.  Not 

only do we want to remember 

them to the Lord, we also want to 

keep their spirit alive in our hearts 

by recalling them to mind. The 

month of November is a time in 

the church year that we make a 

special effort to do this.  One way 

we have done this is by praying for 

them when we come together for 

Mass.  Many of you will remember this as  ñhaving a Mass 

celebrated for a particular person.ò         

     When you submit their names, it gives all of us a 

chance to pray with them and for them as well as praying 

for you.  When you submit these names, we invite you also 

to list the particular day you want to remember themð

perhaps their birthday, or wedding anniversary, or the day 

they died.   If you come to a particular Mass, you may 

want to ask that your loved ones be remembered at that 

particular time.   

     For your convenience,  you can use the slip on this page 

to submit your names and the day and time you want to 

remember them.  There is no charge for this, but if you 

would like to make a donation to the church in memory of 

your loved ones, you may do so.   

REMEMBERING THE  
FAITHFUL DEPARTED 

In our Catholic Tradition, the month of 
November is traditionally a time to re-
member those who have died and gone 
before us marked with the sign of faith.  
This year we remember especially these 

members of our parish  who have died since last No-
vember.   

 

PLEASE REMEMBER THE  
FOLLOWING  NAMES AT MASS 

           NAME                                       DATE AND TIME 

 

____________________________________________________ 

 

 

____________________________________________________ 

 

 

____________________________________________________ 

 

 

____________________________________________________ 

 

 

____________________________________________________ 

 

 

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Clip and send these names to the parish office  or put them in the 

collection basket at Mass. 
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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

     St. Joseph Parish Council met on October 6, 2011 in the rectory 
conference room.  Members present:  Fr. Gene Schroeder, John Luigs, 
Jim Schller, Jim Hermann, Toni Stricker and Pat Freeman 
      Council members reviewed the reports given by the four parish 
commissions as well as the report of activities from the different parish 
organizations.  Council members also reviewed and signed the annual 
financial report of the parish for the period Sept. 1, 2010 through June 
30, 2011.  This report has been sent to the Diocesan office. 
     Council members reviewed nominations for the membership in the 
Brute Society and nominated Mary Pat Unfried and Jim and Jane 
Scheller as honorees from St. Joseph Parish. 
      Council members gave their input to a report being prepared for the 
strategic planning process now going on  in our diocese. 

FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION COMMISSION 
      The commission continues to review the income and expenses on 
a monthly basis.  Because of the change in the diocesan fiscal year, we 
had a ten month fiscal year (September 1, 2010ðJune 30, 2011).  
Because of this, the end of the year report was a bit different from pre-
vious years, particularly in light of the fact that this ten month period did 
not include our summer social receipts.  For the year we ended up with 
a deficit of around $34,000.  A complete fiscal report was given to the 
parish through the August monthly parish newsletter. 
      The months of July, August and September traditionally tend to 
months when the weekly stewardships collections are the lowest of the 
year and this continues to be the case this year.   Members of the com-
mission are continuing to monitor stewardship contributions as well as 
tuition payments for our school families.  As is reflected in the general 
economy, we have seen a number of our school families who have 
requested tuition assistance given in the form of a reduction of their 
tuition payments.  While not all families are paying the $2,700/family 
tuition, all are paying something.  Overall, we have collected about 98% 
of tuition payments as well as book fees, day care fees, pre-school fees 
and lunch fees.  We have been sending out monthly statements to the 
school families which gives them an update on their current due bal-
ances.  
     The commission continues to oversee maintenance needs in the 
parish.  New cabinets and stainless steel countertops have been in-
stalled in the school kitchen.  The two island cabinets have been 
painted and new doors and countertops have been installed.  The 
Menôs Club financed this project along with some anonymous dona-
tions from parishioners. 
     We bought a new freezer to replace a freezer in the rectory garage 
that no longer worked.  We also replaced the ice machine in the school, 
with financing provided by the Menôs Club.  New led security lights 
were installed on the storage building again with financing provided by 
the Menôs Club.   
      Again this year we have had a great group of folks who were part of 
our lawn mowing crews.  Several new lawnmowers were purchased to 
replace those which were at the end of their useful life.  We used 
money from our cemetery reserve fund to finance these purchases.   
       We have also had to deal with some instances of vandalism:  sev-
eral bushes on the far west side of the school (pre-school) were burned 
and need to be replaced.  We have been dealing with some folks who 
have taken to rearranging the letters on the school/parish sign located 
on St. Wendel Road.  The school PR committee has been working on 
putting a plastic cover over the sign to prevent such vandalism. 

      The work on converting our former convent into the new rectory has 
been completed.  An open house for parishioners was held on the first 
weekend of October.  There is still some landscaping work to be done at 
the front entrance of the rectory.  The next step in this project is to pre-
pare the old rectory for demolition.  This will involve rerouting the sewer, 
gas, water and internet lines that currently run through the old rectory.  
Once again we are grateful for the members of our parish who have of-
fered to do this.  Once their work is completed, we can proceed with the 
actual demolition.  Weôd like to get this work done in the next several 
weeks, but of course a lot of this depends on the time availability of the 
folks who are doing the volunteer work.   

 
PARISH OUTREACH COMMISSION 

     During these past three months, the Outreach Commission has over-
seen another successful diaper derby inviting parishioners to fill diaper 
bags with items for newborn babies.  These bags were given to Birthright 
to be distributed to unwed mothers and fathers.  Two blood drives were 
held as well, one in May and the other in August.  In May and July, mem-
bers of the parish assisted with the Soup Kitchen at St. John the Apostle 
Parish on Bellemeade Avenue.  Parishioners also continued to support 
the St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry through weekly collections of food 
items.  In addition several members of the parish volunteer their time on a 
weekly basis working at the food pantry.  We have continued our support 
of Mary Mother of God Parish in Vladivostok through our quarterly collec-
tion.  This money is being used to help fund the ministry to college stu-
dents in Vladivostok through their Omega Program.  We have also given 
people the chance to participate in the Catholic Build for Habitat going on 
in September and October. 
       Our ministry to our sister parish in Haiti has continued.  A small group 
of folks traveled to Haiti this past July to begin working on a water filtration 
system for the parish.  Our work received a big boost through the Purse 
Party Luncheon and Auction which was held in August.  Over $20,000 
was raised for our Haiti Water Project.  The women who organized this 
event are interested in doing a similar event next year.  In September we 
hosted Fr. Alain, the Pastor of St. James parish, who was able to be with 
us for about a week.  We were able to do some long term planning with 
him not only with regards to the providing fresh water for the people but 
also to enlarge our student sponsorship program.  Currently we are spon-
soring over 150 children.  Several of these are now moving beyond the 
grade school and high school at St. James Parish to Notre Dame Univer-
sity located near Plaine du Nord.  Several people have also been working 
on arrangements for a Haitian student to attend USI as part of their inter-
national student program.   

SCHOOL BOARD 
      The out-going members are Kitty Deig and Stephanie Freeman.  New 
members are Kathy Schenk and Lissa Rexing.  The Board continues to 
consider the benefits of a Facebook page ï as communication to parents 
and for marketing purposes.  The Board held discussions about School 
Choice and its implication on St. Joe School.  At this time, we have one 
parish family who has taken advantage of the voucher program.  We have 
had other families who have received an NGO grant for Kindergarten.  
Those who receive a grant for kindergarten are eligible to receive a 
voucher for tuition next year, even though they will be going to kindergar-
ten at St. Joe this year.  We are continuing to work with Tad Dickel and 
the folks at Mater Dei High School in implementing this voucher program. 

 
(Continued on page 4) 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COMMISSION 
     RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAMS:  First Communion was 
celebrated on Sunday, May 1st with 26 second graders and their fami-
lies.    ñLive Simplyò containers were used with families again during 
Lent/Easter time.  The children learned  about the mission work in Af-
rica (Daughters of Charity) and Papua New Guinea (Srs. of St. Francis 
Oldenburg).   Through the ñLive Simplyò collections, we were able to 
give $453 to each community for these missions. We will continue our 
college care packages this year.  The Childrenôs Liturgy of the Word 
and Sunday morning Religious Education classes began again in Au-
gust.  We have a new catechist, Stephanie Freeman, with Childrenôs 
Liturgy of the Word.  We also have new catechists with the Sunday 
morning religion classes this year.  Steve Jung is teaching the  middle 
school class and Melissa Blythe is helping with the Kindergarten, 1st 
and 2nd graders.  
       In the past 12 years, we have seen a continual shift with families 
regarding their participation in our Religious education Programs. This 
is something that other parishes have been experiencing as well.  We 
have less students attending religion class on Sunday mornings.  This 
year we are continuing with the Sunday  morning classes for students 
and a monthly family class.  This schedule works for about 15 of our 
families.  For some of our families, Sunday morning is not convenient 
because of family commitments.  They prefer a week day evening class 
like Monday evenings at Resurrection.  For a couple of our families 
they prefer the  released time program offered at Holy Redeemer 
where their child is released from school one hour early, bussed to 
Holy Redeemer, and attends class for 2 hours      once a week.  We 
also have several families who choose not to bring their children to 
religion class and we seldom see these families at Mass or parish 
events.   So, Sharon is in the process of being in contact with these 
families and meeting with the west deanery DREs to discuss what reli-
gious education for public school children will look like in the future.   
     ADULT FAITH FORMATION:   Sunday morning ñGrowing in Graceò 
adult formation sessions were held three or four times.  We had 3-8 
people attend.  Most of these were parents of Sunday morning religious 
education students. Will consider this  again for 2011-12.  Little Black 
(Lent) and Little White (Easter) Books were available in church.    Bad 
Girls of the Bible was completed during Lent.  Went very well. There 
were about 24 women who   participated.  We will have ñReally Bad 
Girls of the Bibleò in October/November 2011.  Sharon attended the 

(Continued from page 3) 

National Catholic Education Association/National association of Parish 
Catechetical Directors) Conference in New Orleans April 25-29.   RCIA 
began on Sunday, September 11th.  We have one catechumen at this 
time.  And, we have one new catechist, Tom Blythe.  
     MINISTRY TO YOUTH:  End of Year, VBS kickoff with the Hands of 
Joy puppets was held on Sunday, May 22nd.   Senior stories were com-
pleted with the May Newsletter. VBS ï PandaMania ï was held June 20
-24, 2011 here at St. Joe with Resurrection, St. Francis & St.Wendel.    
Evansville West Deanery Youth ministers were at Mater Dei high school 
on Friday, May 6th at lunch time for our second time (cookies at Christ-
mas) to hand out a treat ï candy bar/granola bar.  We advertised the 
upcoming TEC weekends, National Catholic Youth Conference in No-
vember and the Diocesan Youth Day.   We also went to Mater Dei on 
Friday, August 12 with Skittles and      advertised the Diocesan Youth 
Rally and National Catholic Youth Conference.  Our next contact will      
be on Thursday, October 13th with a chocolate chip cookie give away  
advertising the March for Life with  deanery parishes that have gathered 
youth programs.    Deanery Middle School Youth trip to Holiday World 
was held on Wednesday, July 20, 2011.   We had   about 30 youth from 
St. Joe attend and about 120 youth and 25 adult chaperones total from 
the deanery.    The Hands of Joy Puppet team will be gathering only 
during the first semester this year.  The Youth Choir will gather during 
second semester.  We are currently looking for someone to coordinate 
the Hands Joy Puppet teams 

PARISH ORGANIZATIONS 
      The St. Joe Senior Citizens Group continues to meet on a monthly 
basis for food and fellowship.  Members are invited to gather for lunch 
at St. Joe Inn on the first Friday of the month and then go to the school 
cafeteria for card games and bingo. 
          The St. Anne Altar Society continues to provide money for altar 
bread, candles, missalettes and other items used at our weekend litur-
gies.  In conjunction with the parish rummage sale,    they sold over 360 
kuchens.  They are planning to sell dressing for Thanksgiving and 
Christmas again this year.  They will also be providing a Christmas bas-
ket of cookies for our homebound d parishioners.  The Altar Society has 
agreed to provide the funding to replace the side (west side) entrance to 
the church.  A new door, similar to the one currently there, has been 
purchased through Lensing Wholesale.  They have also suggested 
replacing the wooden inside doors with doors that are similar to the front 
entrance of church.  These would be stained doors with glass panels 
allowing people to see who is coming and going through the doors.  We 

St. Joe Monthly Lottery 
Tickets are now available. 
$16,200.00 to be given 
away next year.  Only 500 
tickets will be sold.  Cost is $75. If you 
havenôt purchased a ticket in the past and 
would like to do so this year, contact the 
parish office. (963-3273).  Check the mail 
also for a for a chance to buy a lottery 
ticket. 
      Tickets are now on sale for the Mater 
Dei/Memorial annual ñBuy a Ticket for the 
Traditionò Lottery.  Monthly prizes are $10,000, 
$1500, $1000 and $500.  Each ticket is $100.  For 
tickets call St. Joe School 
Office at 963-3335, or  
Parish office at 963-3273. 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 
 

Place your order by signing up at the church doors 
or call the Parish Office (963-3273) WE NEED HELP 

MAKING THE DRESSING Thursday and Friday,  
November 17-18 beginning at 12:00 noon.  For more 

 information contact Imogene  (963-5221). 
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have been in touch with the folks at Fehrenbacher 
Wood Specialties about procuring such a set a doors.  
Our original plan was to have this work done this fall.  
Unfortunately, the person who was undertaking this 
project was in an accident and will be unable to do 
this work at this time.  Since it will likely be winter 
before he is able to do this work, we have decided to 
put this project off until next spring. 
     The PTO has undergone restructuring over the 
summer.  It is managed by a committee: Judith 
Schneider, Michelle Shane, Laura Elpers, Carrie Fe-
hrenbacher, Rhonda Fehrenbacher, Angie Will, and 
Melba Wilderman for the 2011-2012 school year.  
There will only be 2 general meetings per year for all 
parents: August and May.  The committee will meet 
as the need arises.  Each classroom is responsible for 
assisting Fundraiser Subcommittee Chairpersons.  
The Subcommittee Chairpersons are compiling a 
manual to provide future committee chairs and volun-
teers with detailed instructions on how to plan for and 
conduct each fundraiser.  The PTO members have 
already been involved in several of their yearly fund-
raising efforts, especially the Fall Festival.   
       The St. Joe Athletic Committee continues to 
provide coaches and financial assistance for the vari-
ous sports teams sponsored by the school.  The 
money in the treasury is down due to new soccer 
uniforms purchased. They are considering selling 
banners to sponsors to hang in the gym during the 
basketball season.   They are still working on replac-
ing the gym lights.  Rich Harpenau is looking on what 
wiring work will be needed. The committee has been 
looking at alternative sources of income for this pro-
ject.  Gym floor will be redone during Fall Festival 
week. Karen McDonald is the new treasurer.   
     The Knights of St. John continue to meet each 
month for food and fellowship.  Members of organiza-
tion have lent their time and efforts for the renovation 
of the convent into the new rectory.  They will be op-
erating their booth at the Fall Festival again this year. 
     The St. Joe Menõs Club continues to meet each 
month for food and fellowship.  They have provided 
funding for the new cabinets and countertops in the 
school kitchen and to purchase a new ice maker to 
replace the present ice maker that is no longer work-
ing properly.  This past August, members sponsored 
their second Cornhole Tourney.  They are also con-
ducting a raffle with a Polaris Ranger and Big Green 
Egg as the prizes.  They will also be conducting their 
semi-annual sausage sale and annual burgoo sale 
this fall. 

NEW RECTORY UPDATE  OCTOBER 2011 
      We are blessed with many fine craftsman here in 
our parish who are very familiar with electrical, plumb-
ing, drywall, painting and other areas involved in our 
renovation.  Anyone who is familiar with doing remod-
eling work faces the situation of ñif you are going to do 
something you better do it right the first time so that 
you wonôt have to come back later and fix things.ò  

And soon we began to say things like, ñif we are going to replace a part of the plumbing 
we might as well replace all the old plumbing in the house.ò  The result is a beautiful new 
rectory that has all new electrical and plumbing infrastructure, a new heating and air-
conditioning system, new drywall installed throughout the house, complete restoration of 
the original hardwood floors, new exterior and interior doors, window trim and base-
boards throughout the house and a complete repainting of the interiorðin short it is a 
brand new house.  
        In addition to the interior work, exterior work was done as well, including a new roof,  
drainage pipes for the gutters and sewer,  a new sidewalk to the rear entrance, and re-
working of the front sidewalk.   The roof and sewer drain lines were things that we knew 
needed to be done anyway, so these were incorporated into the new rectory project. At 
this time, there is still some landscaping work to be done especially at the front entrance 
of the rectory.  As we move toward the demolition of the old rectory, we will also have 
some landscaping work to put this area into grass.   
       Here is a  breakdown of the expenses we have incurred in this project.  This should 
include everything except cost for landscaping. Framing and demolition ($ 4,593.05); 
plumbingðincluding new showers and commodes ($4,404.15); electricalðincluding new 
lights ($4,695.44); insulation ($2,233.16), drywall ($7,732.05), heating and air-
conditioning ($6,500.00), interior painting ($8,807.85), reworking phones and internet 
($1,068.08), new roof ($13,818.11), new drain and sewer lines ($7,001.28), sidewalks 
($4,074.75), floor sanding/refinishing ($2,500.00), window blinds and closet shelving ($ 
2,856.00), new furnishings ($6,144.23), exterior doorsðfront and back ($1,943.00), La-
borðPRICELESS 
      We received donations to cover much of the cost of the plumbing materials, sanding 
and refinishing the floors, kitchen and bath cabinets, and all the interior doors, hardware, 
molding and baseboard. We paid the remaining expenses for the new rectory from the 
Raising the Roof Campaign.  At this point we have approximately $90,000.00 in our 
Raising the Roof Fund.  This should cover the costs of a new roof on the church (which 
we anticipate to be $50,000-$60,000).  The remaining money will be put into our general 
parish endowment fund. 

Veterans Day, November 11, is a good day for us to 
honor the living veterans of our parish who have 
served our country.  Below is a list of all the people 
from our parish who have at one time served in the 
armed forces. We remember especially Mike Collins 

who is now on active duty.  

Bob Angermeier 
Ron Angermeier 
Randy Appler 
Lee Askins 
Bob Baehl 

Brenda Bergwitz 
 John Bergwitz 
Bob Beshears 
Tim Bishop 
Jim Butler 

 Mike Collins 
Al Debes 

 Eric Douglas 
Bob Duncan  

Chick Duncan 
Dave Duncan 
Merl  Effinger 

Bill Elpers 
Jim Fechtmeister 

Don Flick 
Tom Folz 

Mike Forcum 
Scott Gaiser 
Mac Glaser 
 Fred Gries 
 Jim Gries 

 Larry Gries 
Ray Hamner 
 Fran Happe 
Fred Happe 
Larry Happe 
Ron Hartman 
 Edgar Hartz 

Steve Hasselbrinck 
Paul Hasselbrinck 

Frank Hertel 
Larry Hoefling 

Don Hutchinson 

Bud Jarboe 
Leroy Jochum 
Tom Kempf 
Ray  Kissel 

 Marlon Kroeger 
Bill Layman 
Jon Locklar 
John Luigs 

 John Manger 
 Joe Mayer 

 Clarence Miller 
 Harold Niemeier 

Hank Preske 
Jesse Quinlin 
Gene Ritter 
 Jim Scheller 
 Tony Scheller 

Dave Schlichting 
 Dennis Schneider 
 Don Schroeder 

Brian Schu 
 Chip Schwartz 

Dave Seib 
Don Singleton  
 Guy Smyth 

Eddie Spaetti 
Russell  Stratman 
 Tony Tenhumberg 

Cyril Ubelhor 
Larry  Ubelhor 

Don Weis 
Leroy Weiss 
 Tony Weiss 
 Lee Werner 

Vince  Werner 
Allen Whitehouse 

 Max Williams 
Steve Willis 

 Gary Wunderlich 
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LOOKING FOR A CATERER FOR WEDDING 
RECPTIONS, ANNIVERSARY  AND BIRTHDAY 
PARTIES?  CALL IMOGENE( 963-5221) FOR A GREAT 

DEAL!  ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT OUR PARISH! 

      Upcoming Confirmation Session  
Sunday, November 13 th  

     Confirmation Candidates will be partici-
pating in their annual Scavenger Hunt Food 
Drive.  They will be looking for specific foods 
to complete their scavenger hunt, however, 
ALL non-perishable food and paper products will be ac-
cepted!  All of the food will go to the St. Vincent DePaul 
food bank.  
    We plan on being in the following neighborhoodsé
Plainview Drive and Neu Road; St. Paulõs Drive; West 
Whispering Hills and Schmitt Lane and Laura Lane; East 
Whispering Hills and Karendale Court and Lake View 
Drive and Weiss Road; Moss Creek Subdivision  and  #6 
School Road; Hillview Drive  and  Fehr Lane.  Thank you 
for your support.    

BISHOP THOMPSON WILL JOIN US ON  
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26 TO CELEBRATE  

THE SACRAMENT OF CONFRIMATION  
AT THE 10:30 AM MASS 

  
 

 
 
9 am to 3:30 pm at Ryves Hall  on the  

campus of St. Agnes Parish  
This is our high school religious education 
program for students attending public 
schools.  All of you should have received a 

registration form already but it is not to late to register.   
Contact Sharon Vogler  (963-3273ñoffice) (867 -3848ñ
home) or    email her at  svogler@evansville-diocese.org    

TEC 78 November 5 -7, 2011  
TEC 79  February 18 -20, 2012  

TEC 80 July 28 -30, 2012  
TEC 81 November 3 -5, 2012  

       All TEC weekends are held at St. 
Mary Parish, Ireland, IN.  We are cur-
rently accepting applications for the 
next TEC. You may download applications at 
www.switec.org  or you can get an application from 
Sharon Vogler or Fr. Gene.  You may apply now to re-
serve space for the November or February TEC retreats.  
 Come experience a change in your faith life!  For infor-
mation contact Fr. Gene (963 -3273) or Sharon Vogler 
(963-3273ñoffice) (867 -3848ñhome) or    email her at  
svogler@evansville-diocese.org  

 
 

ALL ARE WELCOMEé..DO THIS 
IN MEMORY OF ME 

Sharon Vogler, DRE  

     As I look into November, I realize that 
by the end of the month, Advent will have 
begun!  This strikes a cord of nostalgia, 
and takes me quickly to memories of years past and all 
of the family traditions for Thanksgiving, Advent and 
Christmas.  Thanksgiving and Christmas were and are a 
time for my family to gather.  My brother and his family 
òcome homeó for Thanksgiving.  We enjoy time to-
gether catching up on stories and shopping.  Stockings 
were always hung for St. Nicholas for December 6 th.  
When I was young we gathered for Thanksgiving and 
Christmas with grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins, 
and anyone else who was brought to the gathering.  
Celebrations were always a time for welcoming family 
and new comers.  All were indeed welcome.  I know 
that many of your holiday memories are much like this.   
     Over the years, Iõve chosen which family traditions 
to continue.  I still hang my stocking for St. Nicholas.  
When I decorate for Christmas, I get out my grand-
motherõs fireplace (made of cardboard.)  Just last year, 
I found a gumdrop tree like my mom always had out.  I 
even imposed this tradition on my sister -in-law by gift-
ing them with a gumdrop tree last Christmas.  Midnight 
Mass was always attended, and then midnight Mass from 
Rome was watched on TV.  There are many traditions 
that are carried on in memory of friends and families, 
and there are many new traditions that are created as 
family and life changes.   
     As we prepare for a new church year this Advent, let 
us remember our traditions.  Let us prepare ourselves 
and our families for another year of celebrating Godõs 
love in our lives.  Let us take time to welcome others 
into our lives.  May we come together at Mass, with our 
parish family, to pray for each other and to support one 
another.  Let us continue to build strong traditions and 
create new ones.  May our lives and families be 
strengthened as we do this in memory of Christ, the 

center of our lives, our teacher, our Messiah .  

mailto:svogler@evansville-diocese.org
http://www.switec.org
mailto:svogler@evansville-diocese.org


`            

 Each Christmas, Catholic Chari-

ties sponsors a giving program which 

pairs families in need with individuals, 

groups or businesses, who "adopt" a fam-

ily's Christmas wish list. Those who 

choose to "adopt" the family(ies) are 

provided with specific information regarding clothing 

needs and sizes, as well as toys and household items that 

the family wants or needs.   Our program is unique in its 

mission to provide Christmas assistance that addresses 

the needs of the whole family, rather than just the chil-

dren.    If you are interested in "adopting" a family 

through this program, or if you would like to volunteer or 

donate, please contact Terri Lautner -Ubelhor at Catholic 

Charities at 812-423-5456.   The drop off and collection 

site will be at the Catholic Center.   You can also make a 

financial contribution to this Christmas Giving Program.  

Make the checks payable to òCatholic Charities,ó and 

drop it in the collection or send it to the parish office.    
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deeply,ó or that òhis heart was moved with pity, be-
cause we were like sheep without a shepherdó or that 
he wondered òI have been with you this long and still 
you do not understand.ó  But each time, he continued to 
journey with us, refusing to abandon us.  In the 2000 
years that have followed, Iõll bet Jesus has continued to 
wonder if we will ever understand what he was asking us 
to do ,  but Iõm equally sure that he refuses to abandon 
us. 
        Jesus asked us to gather for a meal and òto do this 
in memory of me,ó but from the beginning of time, we 
have found it easier to focus on the òformó of eating 
together  rather than the òsubstanceó of what was actu-
ally happening.  And so through the years we have ar-
gued and disagreed about who was worthy to come and 
eat at the meal.  It began with Peter and Paul and the 
Jews and the Gentiles, but it has continued to our 
times.      We talk about only those who believe in Jesus 
the way we do are worthy to share in the Eucharist or 
only those who act as we think they should act are wor-
thy to come .  We have developed a whole list of 
'unworthy' people, usually involving the  òhot buttonó 
issues related to sexual behaviors.  Interestingly, Jesus 
never made òworthinessó a requirement for coming to 
the meal he offered.  In fact he went out of his way to 
include those who were often considered òunworthyó 
and gave them a place of honor at the banquet table.  
      Perhaps understanding why we focused on issues of  
form   rather than substance will help.   After all, if we 
really took Jesusõ message seriously, it would mean that 
we might have to change how we relate to other people 
or  how we live our lives, and that's always a scary path 
to follow.  
       So, over the years, we have argued about what 
priests will wear when they lead the Eucharist, what 
kind of bread  and wine we will use, how it will be made 
and who will be allowed to make it and what kind of 
dishes we will use to eat and drink from and who will be 
able to drink or even if we will drink, or who will be al-
lowed to touch the dishes and who will be allow to wash 
them.   
      Over the years we have even gotten  to the point of 
not eating at the meal at all, but only watching what 
was going on.  We did that so much, that at one point in 
our history, our church  said that you actually had to 
receive communion at least once a year if you were go-
ing to be a faithful Catholic.  That became òfulfilling our 
Easter duty.ó   
      And we have fretted endlessly over showing the 
proper kind of respect due to God, whom we believe is 
easily offended by us.  So rules were made about bowing 
and genuflecting, how many times and in what precise 
manner these gestures should be made.  Does God like 
us more if we kneel or stand, bow or genuflect, receive 
communion in our hands or on our tongue?  Why didnõt 
Jesus write this down so we would know just what we 
wanted us to do? 
      And we have literally  fought and killed each other 

(Continued from page 1) over the words we  say at Mass.  Are God, Jesus and the 
Holy Spirit equal?  Did the Holy Spirit proceed from the 
Father and Son or is the Holy Spirit consubstantial with the 
Father and the Son?  These words may mean very little to 
us, but there was a time in the early church when these 
were hot topics.  During the reign of the Emperor Constan-
tine things got so bad that people were actually going to 
war over the words they used.  The Emperor ordered all 
the bishops to get together in a place called Nicaea and to 
decide once and for all, what words we were going to use 
to describe what we believe.  They came up with what we 
today know as the Nicene Creed which you can still find in 
missalettes that we use today.  
     And we have argued, and still do today, about words.  
There is a great belief that they should all be in Latin or 
at least a very direct translation of the Latin language. 
Interestingly enough, Jesus never spoke Latin and in his 
day, Latin was the language spoken by the Romans, who 
were the oppressors of Jesus and the Jewish community.  
       Today we are in the midst of another change in the 
words we use at Mass.  Instead of saying òAnd also with 
you,ó in response to the greeting òThe Lord be with you.ó 
we will say òAnd with your spirit.ó  Instead of saying in our 
prayer before communion òLord I am not worthy to re-
ceive you, but only say the word and I shall be healed,ó 
we will say òLord I am not worthy that you should enter 
under my roof, but only say the word and I shall be 
healed.ó  Instead of saying, òHoly, Holy, Holy, Lord God of 
Power and Mightó, we will say òHoly, Holy, Holy, Lord God 
of Hosts.ó  Instead of saying   " It is right to give him 
thanks and praise "  in response to the invocation òLet us 

(Continued on page 12) 



We gratefully acknowledge the following people  
who have made contributions to our parish  

 in memory of these loved ones.  

  ST JOSEPH CHURCH 
 IN MEMORY OF 

Jane Raben  

Kristyna Baldwin 
Roseann Weidner 

Ronald & Joan Pohl 
Becky Taylor 

Jerry & Karen Miller  
Jerry & Beth Spaetti  
Lee & Tracy Watson 
Ron & Donna Miller 

Bob & Norma Duncan 
Bob & Mary Kay Fehren-

bacher 
David & Megan Altstadt 
Kent & Geralyn Ruminer 
Michael & Doris Niemeier 
Mike & Mary Kay Arnold 

Bob & Linda Englert 
Matt & Jenni Bishop Family 

Linda & Butch Feulner 
Tom & Joann Muensterman 
Ron & Margaret Angermeier 

Phil & Becky Dosher 
Mel & Tammy Luigs  
& Haley Wandtke 

Rick & Pauline Elpers 
Dan, Mary Ruth & Jennifer 

Lasher 
Steve & Becky Muensterman 

Leroy Jochum 
Joe & Karla Deweese 
Andy & Andrea Jarboe 
Jim & Susan Helmer 
Dan & Kathy Schenk 

Tim Goedde 
Clayton & Christine Schiff  

Charlene Adler 
David K. Baumgart 

Van & JoAnn Broshears 

Mary Kiesel 
Nancy Mayer 
Karen Teil 

LaDonna Hopster 
Rudy Hoefling 

Tena & Tom McElroy 
Susan Tenbarge 

Friday & Deb Martin 
Steve & Judy  

Blankenberger 
Michael & Karen Conner 

Mr. & Mrs. Cletus Flittner  
Randy & Barb Dike 
Tom & Becky Miller 

Tammy Cox 
Tracy Sparks 

George Dunkel 
Robert & Lynn Reed 
Jon & Jane Perkins 

Susan Ahmad 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles G. Nagy 
Mr. & Mrs. Brad Hardcastle 

 

 IN MEMORY OF 
Elmer Schapker  
Leroy & Rose Weiss 

Leroy Jochum 
Chris & Patti Will  
Mr. & Mrs. Steven 

Gerteisen 
Donald & Cassie Neel 

Ara Hertel  
Larry & Di Anne Kremer 

 

THERESA BAEHL YOUTH 
MINISTRY ENDOWMENT 

 IN MEMORY OF 
Cindy (Moehlenkamp) 

Smith  
Lee and Sharon Werner  

MM ISSIONISSION   OOUTREACHUTREACH   
     No one person can do or be everything for everyone.  

But each of us can, in the words of Mother Theresa, ñdo 

small things with great love.ò  Remembering these 

words, you are invited to consider the following opportu-

nities to serve. 
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There is a line that stretches 
across Americañthe poverty 
line.  Imagine life below the 
poverty line, where one in 
eight Americans struggles 
every day to hang on.  
        The Catholic Campaign 
for Human Development helps 
people to create permanent 
solutions to the problem of 
poverty in their communities. 
Be part of the numbers that care; give generously to 
the CCHD Appeal this month. 

Visit www.povertyusa.org to learn more. 

     Safe Water Saves Lives.  Our work with our brothers 
and sisters in Haiti has proved this over and over.  Thatõs 
why we are working very hard to provide water filtration 
systems for the community water pumps in Plaine du 
Nord.   
      Weõre excited to announce that we have just re-
ceived a big help in this project.  This help comes in the 
form of a $5,000 matching grant given by one of our 
friends of Haiti.  Your donations will be matched dollar 
for dollar.  That means that your $30 contribution be-
comes $60.  Your $50 contribution become $100.  Your 
$100 contribution becomes $200.  
      Your contributions will en-
able us to put a water filtration 
system  on the community water 
pumps like the one pictured 
here.  To buy the water pump 
and to build a secure housing 
structure for each pump  will 
cost about $2,500.  The more 
money we raise, the more filtra-
tion systems we will be able to 
install.   
      Make your contributions today.  Send them to the 
parish office or drop them in the collection at Mass.  
Together we can provide clean water for our brothers 
and sisters in Haiti.  

    As part of our parish outreach efforts, we have re-
sponded to the needs of local people who live in our par-
ish boundaries by helping with utility bills, food, gas, and 
house payments.  Through the years we have received 
contributions for this fund.  
      In the past few months we have received an increase 
in the number of people requesting assistance.  As a result 
our funds are rapidly depleting.   Any contributions, large 
or small, will help us respond to families in our neighbor-
hood who are in need.   
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