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If the Church were Christian

Fr. Gene Schroeder

PASTOR

At first glance, this sounds like a rather

crazy statement. Of course, the church is

Christan. We d6r e the once
as our Messiah and King. We are the ones
wh o pray over and o]
your wi || be done on

come,
What, pray tell, do you mean to suggest by this state-
ments.

One of the qifts | received this Christmas was a book

by Philip Gulley entitled If the Church were Christian. He
comments that while many denominations claim to be
growing, the largest group in American religious life is the
disillusionedf people who have been involved in the church
yet see few similarities between the church's life and the
person of Jesus. In the midst of elaborate programming,
professional worship teams, and political crusades, they
ask, "Is this really what Jesus called us to do?"

Although Gulley is not speaking specifically about the
Catholic Church, it would be a bit naive of us to think that
some of the things he talks about do not also apply to the
Catholic Church. Some have said that second largest
church group next to Catholics is the group of people who
were Oformer Catholics. 6
people talk about their children and their relatives and

friends who have simply left the church. Why is this?
Many would | i ke to think th
doctrine |ike we wused to or

like we once did in the past. Many in the church has dis-
missed the people who
have left as uncommit-
ted and lacking in faith,
bt - Serhaps €the
site is true. Their com-
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This eye-opening examination of the values of Jesus re-
veals the extent to which the church has drifted from the
teachings of the man who inspired its creation. Many Chris-
tians might be surprised to discover how little Jesus had to
say about the church, and that he might never have in-
tended to start a new religion.

Wh @yt fhd Adrclis Hefe Yo%y, and Gulley is determined
to help the church find its soul. If the church were Chris-
Vtian, Gulfey &rdués, J_gsbsnv@)glooﬁg a madel for living
rafh8rthar'an Gbfect df WorsHipS affirnfing JUEpBténial -
would be more important than condemning our broken-
ness; reconciliation would be valued over judgment; gra-
cious behavior would be more important than right belief;
inviting questions would be valued more than supplying
answers. If the church were Christian, encouraging per-
sonal exploration would be more important than communal
uniformity; meeting needs would be more important than
maintaining institutions; peace would be more important
than power; we would care more about love and less about

sex; this life would be more important than the afterlife.
Gulley provides a profound picture of what the church
would look like if it refocused on the real priorities of Je-
sus. In sharing these simple statements he is inviting us to
return to the heart of what Jesus cared about during his
ministry.
This book is a great read and offers some very chal-

H GeBgindghd Msightiil Ebfnfmentd & Yeflect lupor! € Fnfnié

Gulley is on to something
if we paid attention to these simple statements, we_would

Aot havé to \}(\)/orfr% atBo'Elt‘ih% HitBir€ of HefchufeR. N Ot
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ITS GOOD TO DO BUSINESS WITH OUR
BULLETIN/NEWSLETTER ADVERTISERS

Fifty -five area businesses support _
our parish each week by taking an ad
in our bulletin and newsletter. Their

: . 1206 E. Main Street
generosity enables us to publish our Boonville, IN 47601

812-897-8813

3g FLOWERS

bylletin each week and publish and
mail our newsletter each month.

This year we welcome three new
advertisers: Logs
Boonville, owned and operated by
Mike and Chris Dewitt and their par-
ents Dave and Rose Dewitt, Altstadt
Plumbing with Chip Altstadt, one of
our parishioners as one of the owners,

& MORE

[=

g

(Utstadt

PLUMBING SERVICE

and Flowers and More located on West 812-329-2524
Franklin Street run by Bob
say oOthanksdé to them and t

vantage of the services they offer!
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UP CLOSE AND PERSONA

Michelle Schmitt

Michelle is the daughter
of Cindy and Herman Schmitt.
She has one younger sister,
Danielle. Danielle is a junior
at Mater Dei. Cindy and Her-
man both have several sib-
l ings, SO many

INTRODUCING OUR
HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS
fi A Sharon Vogler

inducted into the National Honor Society as a junior. She

was a member of the Pep Club freshman and sophomore
She was in choir her sophomore year and she

years.
worked on the Prom Committee her junior year. Michelle
is an Ambassador at St. Joseph School this year.
has received various leadership and positive attitude

awa fs thﬁ\gf]Lilg% rher bﬁqd/golé)r guard participation.

family traditions include her C l'asses, oMy favorite
extended famil science, esgele anatomy and pre -calculus. | enjoy
Schmitt families live around ath and science because there is always a definite an-
here. o Severaﬁweglilfntslanhdalway§ liked those
uncles - Mark and Charlotte ood, too. o Her [east .
Schmitt and Gene and Liz ernment. 0l donot.wat.ch alnyth|
Schmitt and her grandparents -Herman and Catherine tten ne goﬁt ' Vsr? a nbd nf ! gthdt ' ns? IUO At
Schmitt are members of St . E&iép%?,g %?% er}‘\”‘s ee gcfd abLg h
ner families are spread out, and only Aunt Mary lives 1ans on elng a registered nurse or physi-
here. For Thanksgiving we always get together with the ¢ '. an assistant. .0 |~ wou ld real
Brenner side of the family, and we make grandma Bren- delivery in a hospital. | want to bring life into the world.
ner 8s -maodmee pumpkin pie.o %WOrUIF gls[e rﬁongl\jer Wﬂ'ﬂ”}? ]%N'th IP%CF”S W'th?‘m Bor- 1
celebrating with the Schmitt family sharing a meal and or j the go P p or c
receiving gifts from grand tip t @
mas time we -mom, Danielle, friends, and Aunt Mary go JOI'(\)NE;I%ePO vr\]/orlgggavx;ltl % thI'OStt mrthle ?mlc o?n'tlheség ion tr
Christmas caroling. We always went to the nursing bi I% kina. h tp hf 9 d
home where grandma Brenner A mcg gwa& g, am“:]'?,ghO\'j W'& rlﬁp%s an rqa%mg
includes a Brenner cousins gift exchange. Having family ofunbo oks wor ks d
living across the country has provided some good oppor— and babysntng Mlchelle has been member of thg youth
Cunities Tor wisiting. o wdol &Sy LU AT et o y
live. | enjoy Colorado because you can climb moun- T ¥ St J P h T | fp
tains, and it i s so beautif%a[n or d?SSpQDEH% i*p resrregpé)r?s@ 't ami
only once a year at most. gla |qaé1 maéqng ho%esango?g ¥ a}ppeﬂlg\§%onot
seen in over seven ears. o
Michell e is a senyior at M-[:[%?[‘J ehareﬁ I§t‘]§ qu%nehhavebgein
was in ballet through grad ogoh%l% Ir\}\erenHelfe hecdlescqb%srlteaﬁ SP
Center for Dance Education.g@za%‘ﬁdut’hlasu ekt"tI)Idu ,yto e eF
continued for Michelle in high school on a slightly differ- Wﬁ y d nows Ie v y y h 'S B‘
ent stage. She has been a member of the Color Guard/ . y © PEoO p € move o u t ereeéo
band for four years. oThe '"8'&nd gag{g é’ he
ior, junior and sophomorea},lltﬁljppc’r?I %Ph % p[eop €
with the color guard when she was in sixth grade. In her Michelle shares her glfts Wit € pans in many wa S
seventh and eighth grade years, the band also went to She is a lector and Eucharistic minister at Mass. When she
State. As for her favorite program in those seven
yearsé ol |l i ked O0Triple Thy arBallr@mQancjr@%Olass besft.
T_hey_ were very high energy “”Bebm§M®N§AY eaoF‘U%llryQﬁs
given Michelle the opportunity to make a lot of new 9 k cla
friends over the years. As much as she has enjoyed color Wee class
guard, dondt |l ook for Michell Menrday. eveningg «:0@ o-183P PR §ar d.
0l 6m done. I will always haw e me mo%50 percouple may go
back and help. 6 Mi chell eds oRegigterS@Oglrbygaillh(athywebgrt i vilti es

include, Honor Roll every semester and Michelle was

St. Joseph Newsletter 6202 W. Saint Joseph Road, Evansville, IN 47720
January 1, 2012 Vol. 21, No. 1 Published monthly by St. Joseph Catholic
Parish Deadline: 15" of each month. TO SUBMIT ARTICLES Contact

the parish office (963-3273) or email gschroeder@evdio.org

963-9247 or email her at

kweber @evvmaterdei.org.
Class size limited to 60 couples
(Proceeds to benefit St. Joe Parish)
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was younger, Michelle was an altar server and sang in

the childrends choir. She
booth and cafeteria at the summer social. Her favorite
memories of the summer soci
ryone. o6 Mi chell e has been

School since she was in the fifth or sixth grade. She is so
very flexible and dependable helping with Vacation Bible

balloon.

Before we left that house, we had a big bon-

fiiea Shat g hewkmem ang Tom mei. eJake made aghple n 6 s
in the wall, and we called Tom to come and fix it. Some
snywalhwag leftghgre and Emily atetito Sosmow hagl (e -

Qﬁi'lsTlorﬁ o ﬂsb whaj fodgy Cheri King warkgdhat ggtiing | e

t

hem together.

Katie is a senior at Mater Dei High School.

)

She

School. She is always willing to work where ever sheis Pl ayed tennis her freshman an
needed. | remembered Michelle being more introverted played all sports in elementz:
in grade school . 01 have c\Wlawallgbgsketballfsocgen fack, softball. Iplgnnado r e
open to ideas and life in general. | go with the flow and on being in a sport throughout high school, but work

am al ways open to try new t HianKgess, ga ot of time.o Kati e

Words of Wisdom and Encouragement 0 0 Do
homewor k.
about

Live
0

|t
past

hel ps.

t he or future.

Katie Tison
Katie is the daughter of
¢ Mary and Tom Goedde and
Randy Tison. She has four
| brothers - Jake is a junior at
USI, Lucas is a senior at Mater
A\ Dei, Kyle is a senior at Mater
0% Dei, and Zach is a sophomore
™ at Mater Dei. Katie has two
sisters 8 Emily is a junior at
Mater Dei and Rachel is an
¢ eighth grader at St. Joseph

y oYgal, and she was a member of the Pep Club her sopho-

mage apdjugior yeare dkisyear, Katiepwerked with Rgis r r y

and make-up for the fall production of

Dracula.

0 My

vorite classes are Art 2D and Advanced Art 2D. We cre-

ate sketches, drawings, paintings, and collages.
like drawing things.

| really

| have gotten better at art through-

f e

out the years. 6 Katie atten
School her junior year for a c¢
|l oved cooking. I still do, b
Her favorite things to make a
birthdays, and | enjoy making
vorite classes, Omath <c¢cl asses
fan of math. ¢ Katie has sever
hi gh school year s. They inclu
peopl e. That has changed. I

outgoing, this year the most. Homeroom parties

one brings food to share. During finals, our homeroom

- every-

School. Katie has lived in the

St. Joseph area her whol e e@c@ermadeb@@k@%arﬁdd/veg ught things ig, 8 be -
side grandma and grandpa Fo |P£om(erﬂ51 Christmas danges &verer(? The?best ice
of Katieds favorite memome‘é’ee}’&ha%%a h|§|)éeart\/geh8 ?'IV% Qraoothall ¢
grandpadés every day after sBRABEFOWHR was _at. St. Joe
School We had snacks and drfiatkis® V‘hodrk d® 3 d metw oMk .dt St o
The Folz extended family gathers at grandma and way 41. She has been there for almost two years. Be-
grandpa Folzds for Thanksglf\/?rng;, t It"ﬁtr'l s?Pnﬁs WQHE qia@[ ef: D.
They come to our house foldOBPFthEEGYLY690 AQULtgr !¢Gm cauc

ions Goedde familyéoGrandma Goedde |ives part ti me (Copinyedpnpags)
us and part time with the Niemeier family. The Goedde

iitted  family gathers every other year for Easter in Kentucky. We gratefully acknowledge the following people
Christmas with the Goedde f who have made contributions to our parish

is- Friends describe Kati e as 0 inmemoryoftheselovedones_ ol
am definitely more outgoing and more open to people. |

tare @M always smiling and laughing even if I am in a bad ST. JOSEPH CHURCH HORAKDOSSET
mood. | go with who | am and what | want and not what IN MEMORY OF LITURGY ENDOWMENT
other people think.?o , Dorothy Wargel IN MEMORY OF

For several summers now, the Tlson-Goed_de family Elberfeld Fire Department Betty Horak

has been going to Holiday W e

Dei parts of this day is that | get to see my best friend who IN MEMORY OE Hank and June Preske

2ct the lives in Santa Claus. We have been best friends for THERESA BAHEL

t a b about fiveeyenrs. fiSielisia tsei@ in high school, and she Jane Raben YOUTH MINISTRY

Spencer and Susan Bradley

e. 0 e:do rI]mapM” eMod @ u a”p? | glrcaantd |dh@ Heghty ENDOWMENT d
| ride the roller coasters. All of us always try the new IN MEMORY OF

“ap- ' ideéincluding mom and Tom. HAITI EDUCATION FUND Sharon King
memories include, OWhen we |_N HONOR OF Richard & Imogene Baehl

. house, maybe third grade, we had our entire class over Sr. Bridget Arnold

| for our birthday. A classmate soaked mom with a water Phil and Becky Dosher
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ALL ARE WE L KG® MEigeo@pass] Senior Stories (cont.)
I N MEMORY OF|[{fEe& 201257 ot " ViR
Sharon Vogler. DRE paints. o After high school Ka

As we begin the new calendar | |joring in nursing . | am going to get my certified nursing
year, | return to our themes for this ||assistant diploma so | can work in a nursing home or doc-
school and religious education year. ||t or 86s office whil e | am wdr ki |
Wonderingéwhat do [|Aferycollége,!l doulti ke to Werk in a hospital some-
for us, in 2012? Who were we called to | | where around Evansville. | would like to stay around
welcome over the holidays? Are we expecting any new [|lher e. 6

arrivals in 20127 What w||l | Haf@@ dvBdsin tHe StaJoseph dofshunity Yolrsersile N|g s
bring into our lives? How will we be called to come to- life, how would you descriflbe |
gether as family, as parish family and as community this | |the country. It is a small area where everyone knows

year? everyone. Everyone is willing to help out if you are ever

Each year in the senior stories, we hear from our |lin need. Our parish is a small, country parish where eve-
youth how they see St. Joseph as a welcoming commu- | | ryone is more inviting. St. Joseph School is good, outgo-

nity and parish. How our small town, country setting ing, open and very invitinp.o
allows us to look out for each other and support each ||and talent with the parish as an altar server when she
other. These are truly gifts that we have to offer each was young. At the summer social, Katie has worked a
other. So, how do we as adults see these gifts of wel- || booth with her parents and helped her grandma serving

coming and support? When are we welcoming and sup-| |in the dining room. She has worked the concession stand
portive? Where are we welcoming and supportive? How | | for basketball, and in the eighth grade she helped sell

do we show each other that we care? When was the last | | desserts at the fish fry.

time | invited someone to join me at a parish activity? Words of Wi sdom and Encofur ag
When was the last time | invited someone to join me at | | off the first years in high school. You have to work hard
Mass? When was the last time | reached out to support | | throughout every year. Definitely push yourself senior

someone whom | did not know well? . year to accomplish everything you need to. Stay focused
For the past three weeks, we have been celebrating | |and on task. Keep up with assignments. Be yourself and
Christmas. We have been remembering the birth of Je- |ldondt try to be fake. Be Your

sus and the family that hel|wasdp Ibed rair d Ng odienhg St ol Mmpevdel aytge t |
family and the family of humanity. In the next eight
WeekS, Scripture wi | | shar e VAT s - Y Tf 41 i st
life and ministry among his friends and strangers. As we T
hear these stories, may it be our opportunity to reflect

on our ministryéour call t o
be supportive. Let us take this opportunity to consider
who around wus could use a
to parish, to dinner. May we, in the spirit of disciple-

ship, reach out to our friends and neighbors.

€...and Lent only =eight
2012
INTERESTED IN DOING SOMETHINb
THAT CAN CHANGE YOUR LIFE?
Upcoming Cursillo weekend Religious Education Students
February 23 -26 for Men and their families gathered
March 22-25 for Women for a Family Religion Class
Come experience a change in your faith recently during which they
life! For information contact Fr. Gene (963 -3273). time made cookies for

the homeless shelters.

TEC TEENS ENCOUNTER

IT WILL CHANGE YOUR LI
February 18 -20, July 28 -30, 2012, and
November 3 -5, 2012 At St. Mary in Ireland.
Applications are online at http://
www.switec.org/switec.htm

weekend of prayer and celebration

by and for young people ages-23
Friday 8 March 16, 17 & 18
Memorial High School Gym
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NEXT REACH WEEKENDS
FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

Saturday and Sunday

%}Q@ February 4 and 5
' The Acts of the Apostles
Saturday and Sunday March 3 and 4
Christian Lifestyles
Sessions will be held at the Daughters of Cha ty.
St. Vincent Conference Center. Sessions will bg |
from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. both days

REACHING FOR A CLOSER RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD

CONFIRMATION NEWS

CONFIRMATION SESSION 6
Sunday, January 8 from 1963 p.m.
Candidates and their sponsors will

gather in the meeting room.

CONFIRMATION PRACTEC ’[

Thursday, February 16, 2012

CONFIRMATIORN SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 23

Bishop Charles Thompson will be with us at our
10:30 a.m. Mass on Sunday, February 26, to cele-
brate the sacrament of Confirmation.

The Cathohc Newspaper of the Diocese of Evansville
*Time to renew your subscription ¢
51 issues * $24 + Get the Message!

Use the envelopes in your monthly packet. Drop it

You are blessed.......

If you have food in the refrigerator, clothes
on your back, a roof overhead and a place to
sleep ... you are richer than 75% of this world.

If you have money in the bank, in your wallet,
and spare change in a dish someplace ... you
are among the top 8% of the world's wealthy.

eldlIf you woke up this morning with more health
than illness ... you are more blessed than the
million who will not survive this week.

If you have never experienced the danger of
battle, the loneliness of imprisonment, the
agony of torture, or the pangs of starvation
... you are ahead of 500 million people
in the world.

If you can attend a church meeting without
fear of harassment, arrest, torture or death ...
you are more blessed than three billion
people in the world.

If you hold up your head with a smile on your
face and are truly thankful . .,you are blessed
because the majority can, but most do not.

I f you can hold someon
even touch them on the shoulder ... you are
blessed because you can offer the healing touch.

If you can read this message, you just received
a double blessing in that someone was thinking
of you, and furthermore, you are more blessed
than over two billion people in the world
who cannot read at all.

e 0 S

IT'S FISH FRY TIME: MARCH 2AND MARCH 16

pl ans

ltds time to make
Evansville area. 6
our fish fries are Friday, March
18 and Friday, April 1st.  Call
Mike or Jenny Collins (401-4738)
to volunteer. You can also call

in the collection or send it to parish office.

the parish office at 963 -3273.

it's Lottery Time~Have you bought
your St. Joe Lottery Ticket?
First drawing in January

REMEMBER ST. JOSEPH PARISH IN YOUR WILL
’ JOIN THE CARPENTER SOCIETY

Honoring the Past with Gifts
Assure the Future of our
Parish and its Facilities
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Let there be Peace on Earth
and let it begin with me.

We pray constantly for peace in our world and we
all hope that it will happen. But we can do more than
hope, we can begin by being bearers of peace in our
own i ves. We can do that
1 Respecting our self and others and avoiding uncar-
ing criticism, hateful words, physical attacks and self
-destructive behavior.

1 Communicating better by  sharing feelings honestly,
and looking for safe ways to express anger, and
working at solving problems peacefully.

1 Listening carefully to one another, especially to
those who disagree with nj
feelings and needs rather than insisting on having our
own way.

1 Learning to forgive and to apologize and make
amends when we have hurt others, learning to for-
give others and keep from holding grudges.

1 Respecting nature and treating the environment
and all living things, including our pets, with care
and respect.

1 Playing creatively by selecting entertainment and
toys that support our f a
entertainment that makes violence look exciting,
funny or acceptable.

1 Being courageous by challenging violence in all of its

forms when we encounter it, whether at home, at
school, at work, or in the community, and standing
with others who are treated unfairly.

NATIONAL VOCATION AWARENESS
WEEK: JANUARY 9-14

Prayer for Vocations
God, our Father, in baptism You called
me by name and made me a member
of Your people, the Church. | praise You
for Your goodness, | thank You for Your
gifts. Father, bless Your Church with
love. Raise up dedicated and generous leaders from our
families and from our friends who will serve through reli-
gious life as sisters, brothers, deacons, priests married
life or single life. Send Your Spirit to guide and
strengthen me that | may serve Your people following the
example of Your Son, Jesus Christ, in whose name
| offer this prayer. Amen

Praying for Vocations
We continue to use our vocations prayer
basket. As an opportunity for all families
to pray for vocations in a special way for
just one week. Prayers and pamphlets are
in the basket for you to use and share. These prayer
baskets are located next to the tabernacle in church.
Let us all continue to pray for vocations!

Sauting our Youth

# 1 Congratulations to
Jacob Weinzapfel, who
was selected by the Indian-
apolis Colts as one of 24
high school seniors in Indi-
ana who were recognized
for their athletic and aca-

demic efforts for this past

year. He was honored at
halftime of the Colts -Titans
game this past December
18th. Jacob was a member of the Reitz High School foot-

dall tegmy g considering

i Congratulations to Dane Maurer,
Adam Blankenberger, Evan Collins, (»
Bryan Wolf, and Alex Schneider who
helped lead Mater Dei to a 12 -2 season and the state run-
ner-up for 2011. Dane Maurer was selected to the 2011
Excel All-State 1st Team and the AP All State Team
(Honorable Mention)
€

(sl Ty alpcgse Soedds gDane Mayer, 4 Qlijay

'!" Deweese, Lauren Karcher, Alex Schneider
8 were recently inducted into the National

Honor Society at Mater Dei. They joined
Adam Blankenberger, Jacob Hahn, Jessica Kelley, Ame-
lia Reckelhoff and Michelle Schmitt who were inducted
last year.

\A L.f

1 Amelia Reckelhoff and Jacob Hahn are members of
the Mater Dei Academic Challenge team that is competing
with area schools in a contest of knowledge and quick re-
call. In their first televised competition they defeated the
EVSC Early College Team.

1  Congratulations to these student athletics who were
selected for the All City Academic Teams. Students had to
achieve a 3.5 or better GPA to be selected. Kendra
Blankenberger, Kristen Hahn, Natalie Harpenau f Girls
Cross Country, Evan McDonald and Jacob HahnfiBoys
Cross Country, Evan Collins, Alex Schneider and Bryan
Wolffi Football, Josh Price and Zach Price fi Boys Soccel
Team, Ella FreemanfiGirls Soccer. The Mater Dei Girls
Soccer Team advanced to the Semi State after winning
their first Regional Championship. The Mater Dei Boys Soc-
cer team advanced to the state championship game for the
first time in school history. Congratulations to Ella Free-
man, Josh and Zach Price and all their teammate.

1 Congratulations to Jacob Hahn who was selected to
the Cross Country All State Academic Team

1  Congratulations to Jessica Kelley and Katie Tison
who were members of the cast and crew of the Mater Dei
Theater Production of Dracula.
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Be it known to all who enter our school that

Christ

Is the reason for this school. He is the
unseen but ever present teacher in its classes.
He is the model of its faculty
and the inspiration of its students

Mrs. Claus reads a story to young children as
part of the winter wonderland celebration
in December for the children and families
of our pre -school program.



