
WHAT HAVE YOU DONE FOR 
YOUR MARRIAGE LATELY? 

Fr. Gene Schroeder  

Pastor 
Dear friends,  
     What have you done for your mar-
riage lately?  In this month of February, 
a season for lovers, I would like to offer 

you the opportunity to do something wonderful for your 
marriage.  Several months ago I was introduced to a 
minister by the name of Mark Gungor, who has pro-
duced a marriage seminar entitled òLaugh Your Way to 
a Better Marriage.ó   I liked it so much that I have used 
it with the couples in our parish who are preparing for 
marriage.  It was a young couple that actually intro-
duced me to this series.  

       Unlike many tra-
ditional marriage 
seminars that tend to 
be overly serious, 

technical and emotionally taxing, the Laugh Your Way 
to a Better Marriage seminar is different because it 
helps couples deal with tough issues in a way that is fun 
and non-threatening.     Familiar with the fact that 
women are usually much more open to discussing mari-
tal problems than their spouses, Laugh Your Way to a 
Better Marriage is designed with an element of humor 
that appeals to couples, but is especially well -received 
by men. 

     This video seminar in-
cludes topics like òThe Tale 
of Two Brains,ó, òThe #1 Key 
to Incredible Sex,ó  òWhy 
does He/She Do That,ó and 
òóHow to Stay Married and 
not Kill Each Other.ó   
            So I invite you to do 
something good for your 
marriage by joining us for 
this video seminar.  Weõll 
meet here in the new rec-
tory conference room on 
Wednesday evenings, Feb. 
15 and 29, and March 7 and 
14.  Each session will begin 
at 7 pm.  
      If you liked to get a pre-
view of some of these ses-
sions go to the website 
laughyourway.com.  
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LENT IS COMINGñFEBRUARY 22ND 

Sharon Vogler, DRE 
     Lent is just around the corneré.February 
22nd.  If you are looking for something to 
help you spend time reflecting on your faith 
take a look at these opportunities for Lent.    

       
Creating Sabbath Space in Our Lives  

A video retreat  
with Ron Rolheiser, OMI 

     Each session will include prayer, 
sharing of personal responses to re-
flection questions, video with Fr. Rol-
heiser and discussion.  Each session 
will meet from 7 ð 9 p.m. in the meet-
ing room  on Wednesday, February 15, 
Wednesday, February 29, Wednesday, 
March 7, Wednesday, March 14 and 

Wednesday, March 21 
      I would also be willing to work with a group that might 
like to meet during the daytime.  Let me know if your are 
interested.  

       Here are some excerpts from this retreat 
¶ Sabbathé is a time off the wheel, time when we take 

our hand from the plough and let  God and the earth 

care for things . 
¶ Sabbathéis a period of time to listen to what is most 

(Continued on page 12) 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 2 
5-7 PM   

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
PRE-SCHOOL  

THRU 8TH GRADE 

 SUMMER DAY CAMP NEWS  
      St. Joe will again be offering a Summer 
Day Camp for children ages 4-12.  The Sum-
mer Day Camp offers a safe, nurturing, edu-
cationally stimulating environment for your 
child during the summer months.  For more information or 
to register you children, call the school office at 963 -3335. 

 



     Thanks to your help, we have 
again sold all 500 tickets for our St. 

Joe Lottery.  Not only will we be able to give away  $16,200 to 48 lucky 
winners, we have also made $21,300.00 for our parish.  Thanks to all 
who bought tickets and thanks especially to all our great ticket sellers!  
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Adam Blankenberger  
      If you have been part of the 
sports program at St. Joseph School 
and in the area, you remember 
Adam.  He has always loved 
sportséplaying and as a fan.  Adam 
grew up playing baseball, basket-
ball, soccer, running track, and he 
even wrestled for one year.  He is a 
fan of the New York Yankees, Indi-

anapolis Colts, and IU basketball.  As members of St. Jo-
seph Parish, youõll also remember seeing Adam at the 
summer socialébefore the social helping set up, after the 
social helping take everything down, and working in the 
childrenõs booth and taking out trash.  Adam has also 
been active in the parish helping his dad with various 
electrical jobs.  Growing up here at St. Joseph, Adam has 
also been an altar server, and he has helped on the 
Baehlõs parish cook team.  You will also find him working 
at the scorerõs table for St. Joe basketball.  Thanks for 
sharing your time and talent with us, Adam.  òThere are a 
lot of people who like to help out.  If it needs to be done, 
everyone will work together, and it will be done.ó 
      Adam is the son of Theresa and Steve Doyle and Alan 
and Donna Blankenberger.  He has one older sister, 
Megan, who is a junior at IU and one younger sister, 
Kendra, who is a sophomore at Mater Dei.  Holidays have 
always been a time for family to gather.  òWe spend 
Thanksgiving and Christmas with momõs side of the fam-
ily.  We have gone to Grandma Simpsonõs.  Now everyone 
comes to our house.  The Blankenberger family is all over 
the country.  We get together for baptisms, first commun-
ions and family reunions.  We celebrated grandma and 
grandpa Blankenbergerõs wedding anniversary.ó  Easter 
began with the family going to Mass and then returning 
home for an egg huntéthe first egg hunt.  An Easter egg 
hunt was waiting for them when they went to their auntõs 
house, too.  Grandma and Grandpa Simpson have also 
been able to attend their sporting events.   
      Adam is a senior at Mater Dei.  He has been a member 
of the baseball and football teams all four years.  He re-
ceived an academic all city award in baseball his sopho-
more and junior years, and he received an academic all 
state award in football.  Adam is a four year member of 
the Service Club.  He is a two year member of the Na-
tional Honor Society.  He has been a police officer for 
Mater Deiville the past two years, and he is the fire chief 
this year.  Adam is a member of the Health Club, and he 
was a table leader for the juniors at their retreat this 
year.    

      Adam was one of fifteen senior recipients of the 
EICHS Leadership for Tomorrow Award from Mater Dei 
this year.  In the community, Adam was a member of 
Teen Court with Youth Resources his sophomore and jun-
ior years.  Adamõs favorite classes are anatomy and gov-
ernment.  òI like history, and I like anatomyésince I am 
thinking of going into the medical field.ó  His least fa-
vorite classes include, òcalculus and AP English.  Math is 
hard, and I donõt enjoy reading the old, classic novels in 
AP English.ó   
      When looking at the past four years of high school, 
Adam shared the following highlightsé òfootball junior 
and senior years with our successful teams and going to 
Lucas Oil stadium twice this year.  Memories of games 
and practice.  I spend four months with these friends.  
Weõre all like brothers.  Road trips to basketball games 
with friends, and our eventful ride to wrestling state.  
My friends and I can have a good time with anything.ó  
When Adam is not busy with sports and school, he enjoys 
working out at the YMCA downtown, playing basketball 
with friends, and hunting and fishing with friends.  In 
the summer, Adam works at the Evansville Country Club 
on turf maintenance.  Adam has been accepted to Indi-
ana University.  He is looking to major in the medical 
field perhaps physical therapy or occupational therapy.   
      Words of wisdom and encouragementé òWhen I be-
gan high school, I didnõt get as involved as I wish I would 
have.  You really do have time to be involved with ac-
tivities in high school.  You donõt want to come out of 
high school with any regrets.ó   

INTRODUCING OUR HIGH 

SCHOOL SENIORS    Sharon  Vogler  

St. Joseph Newsletter 6202 W. Saint Joseph Road,  Evansville, 
IN 47720 February 1, 2012 Vol. 21 No. 2  Published monthly by 
St. Joseph Catholic Parish.   Deadline:  15th of each month TO 
SUBMIT ARTICLES Contact the rectory (963-3273) or EMAIL 
gschroeder@evdio.org. 

 

 
   These young, 
good looking 
guys are none 
other than (l. to 
R)  Cyril Ubel-
h o r ,  M a c 
Glaser, Jack 
Bridges, and 
Tony Ruminer, 
right before 
their special 
ballet perform-
ance for the St. 
Joe PTO.  What 
a  bunch of tal-
ented guys! 
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Amelia Reckelhoff  
      Amelia is the daughter of Syl-
via and John Reckelhoff.  She has 
three older brothers and two 
older sisters.  Andrew works at 
the Catholic Center and is mar-
ried to Jessica.  Angela is an ac-
countant who lives and works in 
Evansville.  Aaron is a sales man-
ager for Krispy Kreme and lives in 
Evansville.  Anna is living in Chi-

cago and will be married in June.  òI love to travel.  I 
have been to Chicago with Anna.  I love to try new 
things and new foods.  I love to see different cul-
tures.ó  Adam is a sophomore at Purdue majoring in 
nuclear engineering.     
      òFor Thanksgiving we go to Aunt Angie & Uncle 
Billõs (momõs side).  All of the aunts, uncles and cous-
ins are there.  At Christmas, we go to the late Christ-
mas Eve Mass.  Everyone (immediate family) who can 
make it will be at that Mass.  We like the singing.  
After Mass, we open presents.  On Christmas day we 
go to both sides of the family.  Mammaw Reckelhoff 
and grandpa Hochgesang have Christmas.  I love being 
with family.  I donõt get to see them often.  It is nice 
to get together and see them on the holidays.  We 
celebrate grandpaõs birthday in April.  The extended 
Hochgesang family goes to the lake house in Loogoo-
tee and play games.ó   
      Amelia is a senior at Mater Dei high school.  She 
has been very active in her four years.  Amelia has 
been a four year member of the Service Club, Teens 
for Life, and Liturgical Ensemble.  She was a three 
year member of the Cross Country team and Spell 
Bowl.  She is a two year member of the National 
Honor Society and is currently serving as vice presi-
dent.  Amelia is also a two year member of the Aca-
demic Super bowl and choir.  This year Amelia is a 
member of the Select Choir and Student Council.  She 
serves as the chaplain with the Student Council lead-
ing the Student Council meetings in prayer.  She also 
led prayer for the junior retreat.  She will be leading 
the rosary weekly before school in the second semes-
ter.  òI really enjoy being the chaplain because there 
is no greater feeling than leading and bringing my 
classmates and peers together through prayer.ó  Ame-
lia also serves as a Eucharistic minister this year.  
        Amelia was a 2011 Leadership award winner with 
Tomorrowõs Workforce.  Ameliaõs favorite classé 
òSelect Choiréit is new this year, and we had to audi-
tionéalso, calculus ð Iõve always liked math.  It is 
challengingó  Another is Spanish IV ð òIt is neat learn-
ing another language.ó  Her least favorite class is 
physics.  òI donõt like it.  Itõs not my cup of tea.ó  
Amelia shared the highlights of her high school years.  
òI enjoyed the football games.  I liked dressing up for 
the theme and cheering on the team.ó  She also en-

joyed the dances and Christmas dances.  òIt was fun to get 
together with friends and have dinner before and seeing eve-
ryone dressed up at the dance.ó   
      Outside of school, Amelia has been a member of the Di-
ocesan Youth Leadership Team for the past three years.  She 
is also a published poet.  Ameliaõs hobbies include running, 
walking and singing.  She enjoys writing song lyrics and play-
ing piano and guitar.  Amelia works part time at AMC Stadium 
16 on the west side.  After high school, Amelia will be at-
tending IU Southeast.  She is considering a major in psychol-
ogy/counseling or medical technology/research.  òI have al-
ways wanted to help people.ó  
       Amelia has grown up in the St. Joseph area.  òEveryone 
is friendly and inviting.  It is a really nice community to be a 
part of.   It is nice to see familiar, friendly faces at Mass.  
What are your favorite memories of growing up at St. Joseph 
parishé òthe summer social ð especially bingo.  And, Fr. 
Gene - because he is funny.  Heõs relatableéa normal per-
son.ó  Amelia has shared her time and talent with the parish 
as a member of the youth choir.  She is currently a lector.  
She helps work at the parish rummage sale, and she has 
worked in the grand raffle booth and tattoos for the chil-
dren.  She has also helped us participate in the Santa Clothes 
Club and Birthright through donations.   
     Words of Wisdom and Encouragementé òWork hard be-
cause it will pay off in the end.  Donõt be afraid to try new 
things, you never know what you might end up enjoying.  
Lastly, be yourself and be confident in who you are!  Always 
know God is here for you!  You can go to God for anything 
and pray for his help and guidance in any situation.  Remem-
ber, God will never give you more than you can handle, and 
there is nothing that God canõt help you through.ó  
 

Jessica Kelley  
      Jessica is the daughter of Esther 
and Dan Kelley.  She is the youngest 
of her siblings.  Matthew is married 
to Lindsey and they live in Evansville.  
They have two children, Grace and 
Erika.  Andrew died in 2004.  His wife 
Charlotte and their children Lyndi, 
Loren, Layke, and Lyric live in Evans-
ville.  Katherine is married to Robert, 
and they live in Evansville with their 
children William and Brooke.  Rebecca is married to Anthony, 
and they also live in Evansville.  Christen is currently living 
and working in Evansville.  However, she will be moving this 
fall as she begins law school at IUPUI.  Family is always a part 
of Jessicaõs life.  They gather for lunch every Sunday at their 
house.  òOn the Wednesday before Thanksgiving all of the 
girls come, and we prepare the food for Thanksgiving.   
Sometimes they spend the night.  Everyone is here for lunch 
on Thanksgiving.  We attend the Mass with children on 
Christmas Eve.  When we get home, Santa has been there, 
and we all celebrate Christmas.ó  The extended Kelley family 
lives throughout the country.  òWe have a Kelley family reun-
ion every couple of years.  The Willem family has a reunion 
every year after Christmas.ó   
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TEC (Teens Encounter Christ) is a three-day experience 
for young people who are for searching for goals, for ac-
ceptance, for meaning, and for community. Teens can 
expect to meet youth from other areas of the Diocese, 
find how God fits in your life, and encounter the Risen 
Jesus Christ.  You will have time to reflect on your life, 
ideas, hopes, and dreams away from home, school, and/
or work.  You can find an application and more informa-
tion at http://www.switec.org/  The next weekend is 
February 18-20, 2012, at St. Maryõs Church in Ireland.  
The summer weekend is July 28-30, 2012.  Feel free to 
send in applications for either weekend, but please know 
that both may fill quickly, so send in your application 
soon.  For more information contact Sharon Vogler (963 -
3273) or email her at svogler@evdio.org 

Got the Message? GET THE MESSAGE! 
The Catholic Newspaper of the Diocese of Evansville 

     The past four years at Mater Dei have been very full 
for Jessica.  She has been a four year member of Teens 
for Life, the Dance Cats, and marching band.  She actu-
ally began with the band when she was in seventh 
grade.  Jessica received the best attitude award in 
band.  Jessica is co-captain of the dance team this year 
with Amy Deig.  As a freshman she was in the Liturgical 
Ensemble and Student Council.  Jessica is a two year 
member of the National Honor Society.  She also re-
ceived a Youth Leadership award through Tomorrowõs 
Workforce.  Jessica serves as an ambassador to St. Jo-
seph School this year.  She has been a three year mem-
ber of the Pep Club and theater.   
       Jessica has been very involved in theater.  She was 
in the cast for Caught in the Act , Cinderella , Fools, and 
Footloose.  She had the lead role of Mina, in Dracula 
this fall.  She is looking forward to the spring perform-
ance of Willy Wonka.  òMrs. Roberson has done so much 
for the theater program.  She is bringing a lot of people 
out to be part of theater.ó  Jessicaõs favorite classes are 
theater arts and history.  òI love to act, and theater arts 
is a lot of fun.  It has helped me develop acting skills.  I 
started liking history with Mrs. Hirsch at St. Joe.  I was 
fascinated with how society worked without technol-
ogy.ó  Her least favorite classes include the sciences ð 
chemistry and biology.  òThey are interesting, but there 
are so many details to learn and test over.ó   
      The highlights of high school for Jessica include, 
òDracula, definitelyé because the role was everything 
Iõd worked toward.  It was a really awesome experi-
ence.  Going to state with the marching band junior and 
senior years.  Band camp is physically and emotionally 
exhausting and makes you wonder why you go back.  
One performance and you know why you go back.  Jun-
ior year we went to the Jamfest dance competition and 
then to the U.S. finals.  It was amazing!  At the begin-
ning of high school, I became reserved.  This year Iõve 
really come out of my shell.  I am friends with people I 

(Continued from page 3) 

never thought Iõd be with.ó   
      When she is not busy with school, Jessica enjoys read-
ing, watching movies, playing with her nieces and neph-
ews, playing cards and board games with her sisters, 
hanging out with friends and writing.  She also works part 
time at Wendyõs on highway 41 North.  After high school, 
Jessica is considering USI and IU for college.  òI am going 
to major in communicational studies -examining cultures 
and how they communicate.  I hope to study abroad while 
in college.  I want to have a career where I can travel.  I 
do want to come home to Evansville or at least the U.S. to 
start a family ð a big family ð at some time in the future.  I 
dream of being a novelist or an actressébut that is the 
dream.ó  Jessica would love to continue dance and thea-
ter in some way after high school.  
     Growing up in the St. Joseph community and parish, 
òthey are very welcoming and very close knit.  They take 
care of you if anything happens.  We like tradition, and 
change can take a while to get used to.ó  Jessica remem-
bers always going to 8 a.m. Mass.  òThe day is half gone if 
you go any lateró and they always have the family lunch 
at their house.  Jessica has shared her time and talents in 
many wayséshe helps her mom as a catechist with Chil-
drenõs Liturgy of the Word and is a lector at Mass. She 
helps with Vacation Bible School.  She has been a cate-
chist with the Sunday morning religious education classes, 
and she helps in the childrenõs tent or washing dishes at 
the summer social.    
      Words of wisdom or encouragementé òDonõt be 
afraid.  If you want to do something you can make it hap-
pen.  Donõt think you have to wait for other people to lay 
out the path for you.  Take risks.  Have fun.  Donõt under-
estimate yourself.  Stick with what you love.  Donõt think 
youõre not good enough.  Keep close with your family. Iõm 
a big advocate for family.  Mine is really close, and they 
have helped me out so much, and theyõll always be 
there.ó 
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REMEMBERING 
Viola Englert  

September 5, 1920 ñJanuary 7, 2012  
    A simple life, centered on family all  
ninety -one years lived within a quarter of 
a mile radiusñthis would describe Viola 
(Hillenbrand) Englert.  Viola was born on 
October 5, 1920, one of five children 
born to Joseph and Catherine Hillen-

brand.  They grew up on a small farm just down the road 
from the church.  Viola attended St. Joseph School where 
she enjoyed helping the Franciscan nuns with various tasks 
around the school.  She especially enjoyed traveling to 
Fisher Candy Company in town where they bought candy 
that was later sold at school.  After graduating from eighth 
grade, Viola worked at home where she developed the skills 
that would serve her well as a wife and mother.  
     Viola got to know a young man In the neighborhood by 
the name of Francis Niemeier.  There relationship would 
blossom and lead to marriage in 1943.  Like many young 
men of his time, Francis was drafted into the army during 
WW II.  Francis left for Europe leaving his young wife who 
was expecting their first child.  Tragically, Francis was 
killed in Holland during the Battle of the Bulge in December 
of 1944.  Their daughter, Madonna, was born on Christmas 
Day, 1944.   
      Viola and her daughter moved in with her mother and 
father.  In a few years, Viola caught the eye of another 
young man in the neighborhood, Francis òBudó Englert.  
They met at Budõs brother Edwinõs wedding and were mar-
ried in 1954.  
      Bud and Viola built a house just up the road from where 
Viola had grown up, doing much of the construction work 
themselves.  It became a home first for their daughter and 
then for her grand children and still later her great grand-
children.  Violaõs life centered around her family.  Nothing 
delighted her more than having her grandchildren over to 
share in a meal.  Her grandchildren have great memories of 
eating lots of delicious food that came from Violaõs kitchen.  
      Violaõs enjoyed spending time with her daughter 
Madonna and her husband, Harry Lincoln especially as they 
raised their family.  As their family grew and grandchildren 
came around, it was only natural that Viola would be a big 
part of their lives as well.  After Budõs death in 1991,  Harry 
and Madonnaõs house became a second home for Viola.  
There she was able to pass on to her grandchildren and 
great grandchildren the values of family that had been the 
center of her life.  
      Viola died on January 6.  The mass of Christian burial 
was celebrated for her on January 11.  She was buried next 
to her husband Bud, across the road from the place she was 
born.  We pray that she will now know the fullness of life 
with God in the Kingdom.  

 
 

Pickup day  Saturday, Feb. 18th 7-10 am 
Weõll be making the sausage on Friday, Feb. 17 
beginning at noon.  Come and join in helping. 

LETõS GO HOG WILD FOR THE HOMELESS 
      In conjunction with the Menõs Club Sausage sale this 
month, weõd like to provide 100 pounds of 
sausage to each of the three homeless shel-
ters in Evansville and the St. Vincent 
DePaul Food Pantry.    Weõll have a special 
collection after the Masses on the weekend 
of February 11-12.   You may also send your 
financial contributions to the parish office . 

ST. JOSEPH CHURCH 
HAITI WATER PROJECT 

IN HONOR OF  

Steve & Lea Elliott  
Nat & Sharon Cruse  

Patrick & Anne 
Cruse  

Kevin & Ellen Elliott  
Tom & Jan Collins 

Ruth Fuller 
 

ST. JOSEPH PARISH  
NEEDY FUND  
IN MEMORY OF  

Betty Horak  
Leo & Marie Gumbel 

 

IN MEMOERY OF  

Val Pfaffman  
Leo & Marie Gumbel 

 

We gratefully acknowledge the following contributions that were 
given in memory and honor of  loved ones.  Let us remember the gift 

they have been in our life. 

ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL  
ENDOWMENT FUND 

IN MEMORY OF  

Val Pfaffman  
Leroy Jochum 
Edwina Kempf 

Jim & Mary Kay Muehlbauer 
Jim, Becky, Anna, Will, Joe 

& Amelia Harl  
Mr. & Mrs. Robert 

 G. Hancock 

 
ST. JOSEPH PARISH  

IN MEMORY OF  

Viola Englert  
Barbara Mills 

Jim & Carol Fechtmeister  
Bob and Linda Englert 

 
DOSSET-HORAK  

LITURGY ENDOWMENT 
IN HONOR OF  

Lee & Sharon Werner  
Jim & Diane Werner 
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Word continues at the Sunday 
morning Masses.  Our second 
REACH weekend is scheduled for 
Saturday & Sunday, February 4 & 5 
at Daughters of Charity.  Family 
Reconciliation session was held on 
Sunday, October 23rd for families 
with students in grade 3.  The fam-
ily reconciliation service was held 
on Wednesday, November 16th.  
Formation for First Communion has 
begun.   
       RCIA continues with one cate-
chumen this year, Carol Ashmore.   
The second annual diocesan Forma-
tion Day for all catechists, teach-
ers, etc. was held  on Saturday, 

August 27, 2011 at the Catholic Center with a total of 200 
people attending, and 3 from St. Joseph parish. òReally 
Bad Girls of the Bibleó our second book discussion group 
was held in October/November.  We had 8 -12 women 
gather each week.  There were three prayer/small groups 
in the parish who continued with the Why Catholic   books 
this fall to complete the series.  Little Blue Reflection 
books for Advent were made available in church.  St. Jo-
seph Parish hosted the annual Ecumenical Thanksgiving 
Service on Tuesday, November  22nd.   

MINSITRY TO YOUTH  
     The Diocesan Youth Rally was held 
on Sunday, September 18th  with 10 high 
school youth from the parish attend. 
Several of our high school seniors are 
on the Youth Team that planned and 
worked the event.  We had three high 
school youth make the November TEC 
weekend.  The Evansville West Deanery 
youth ministers are continuing their  
monthly visits at Mater 
Dei high school.  The 

Hands of Joy Puppet team sold concessions 
at the Rummage Sale giving their profits to 
the family of Victoria Allen The puppet team 
was active, practicing and performing, during 
the first semester.   We are currently looking 
for an adult to coordinate the puppet team 
for 2012-13. Thanks to the generosity of the 
members of St. Joseph Parish, college care 
packages were filled and given to our college 
youth for their first semester finals.  
Senior stories are continuing in the parish 
newsletter this year. The annual Evansville West Deanery 
middle school ski trip to Paoli Peaks was held on Friday, 
January 13, 2012. 

ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL 
      The PTO has purchased 6 additional Smart Boards ð 
every homeroom has a Smart Board in it; music/art/health 
rooms share a board.  4 new Legos kits were purchased for 

FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION COMMSSION 
     The commission has continued to review the finances 
of the parish.  We are at the  halfway point of our fiscal 
year. While our expenses are in line with our budgeted 
projections, our total expenses (when funds for school 
are kept separate) have exceeded our income by 
$5,361.41.  Our weekly stewardship offerings are run-
ning $19,000.00 behind our budgeted needs.  Overall 
our collections at this point this year are $4,900 behind 
our collection totals for the same period last year.  
Weekly collections, particularly in July, August and Sep-
tember were considerably lower than our weekly needs.  
So far this year our collections are averaging $17,461 vs 
$17,650 for the same period last year.  Our weekly 
budget calls for our collections to average $18,400 to 
meet our budgeted needs. We are continuing to monitor 
this situation.  
      The bulletin/newsletter ads have been renewed and 
payment received.  We are wrapping up the lottery 
sales for this year.   
      The Cemetery Board had its annual meeting.  Total 
Income from sale of grave lots  for the year was $3,081.  
Expenses were $5,871 which included the purchase of 
two new self -propelled lawnmowers.  Cemetery Reserve 
Fund total is $20,855.08. Two endowments have been 
set up with the Catholic Foundation for the benefit of  
our cemetery.  As of December 31, 2010, these endow-
ments had a combined value of $39,575.33.  A new 
monument marker was erected along the west end of 
the new land for the cemetery to let people know that 
this land is for future expansion of the cemetery. St. 
Joe Cemetery in the city has increased prices for grave 
lots.  Since we have tied our pricing structure with 
them, our prices will increase accordingly.   The cost for 
a single grave lot for parishioners will increase $50 to 
$550.  A double grave lot will increase $105 to $1,100.  
The price for  a single grave for a former parishioners 
will be $1,100 and a double grave lot will be $2,200.  
We need to remove the stump from the tree that fell 
last winter.    We will put a more detailed announce-
ment in the bulletin in the spring to alert cemetery 
grave owners of the need to clear all excess material 
from the graves in preparation for the mowing season.  
     The old rectory has been demolished and the area 
filled in with dirt.  Total cost was $9,108.00.  As the 
winter  weather clears we will be reworking and seeding 
the yard east of the church as well as the yard around 
the rectory.   

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COMMISSION 
      Confirmation Sessions continue.   We have 15 candi-
dates  this year.  Due to a change on the bishopõs calen-
dar, Confirmation date has been changed to Sunday, 
February 26 at the 10:30 a.m. Mass.  Our Sunday morn-
ing religious education classes continue.  We have had 
one family class each month.   In December we had a 
family reconciliation service and we baked cookies for 
the families to give to shut ins. Childrenõs Liturgy of the 
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the Robotics teams.   In an effort to create a sense of 
belonging for the preschool parents, the Public Relations 
committee hosted a Winterfest for the preschool and Pre
-K families.  The night was very successful with 73 adults 
and 76 children attending.  A Come and See Night is 
slated for February 2.  Committee members have been 
working with each fundraising head to develop timelines 
and instructions for each fundraising event.  The instruc-
tions will then be kept in a binder and handed off each 
year to the new person in charge.  
      The marquee had a covering put on it to prevent 
tampering with the letters.  School Board members at-
tended the diocesan School Board training, which in-
cluded several sessions/topics to attend.  Assistant Su-
perintendentõs visit was favorable.  Goal for the year ð to 
develop a Facebook site/further communication develop-
ments.  
     Athletic Committee has replaced the bulbs in the gym 
lights.  Discussion of replacing the entire light system 
continues.  The gym floor was refinished.  Hosted 3 rd & 
4th grade basketball tournament in Nov.  Hosting 5 th gr. 
boysõ diocesan tournament in January.  Closets in the 
storage building are complete.  

OUTREACH COMMISSION 
     Weekly collections for the St. Vincent DePaul Food 
Pantry continue, as does the quarterly soup kitchen assis-

MID YEAR FINANCIAL REPORT  July 1, 2011 ð December 31, 2011 

INCOME  Current YTD  YTD Budget Total Budget 

Sunday Collections $454,006.58 $473,333.33 $955,000.00 

Other Ordinary Income (including Social) $85,471.33 $78,666.67 $107,500.00 

Religious Education Income $5,108.30 $2,140.00 $4,440.00 

School Income (Pre-School, Supplies, etc) $125,544.64 $86,947.70 $141,845.00 

Extraordinary Income  $7,882.00 $2,500.00 $5,000.00 

TOTAL INCOME  $678,012.85  $643,587.70  $1,213,785.00  

EXPENSES    

Parish  Salaries and Benefits $83,878.40 $79,538.31 $160,919.00 

Parish Office and Related Expenses $10,201.81 $11,000.00 $21,000.00 

Church and Worship $3,699.06 $3,633.33 $7,900.00 

Parish Buildings/Ground Maintenance $18.080.25 $16,946.34 $34,580.00 

Old Rectory Maintenance $1,983.09 $1,042.51 $2,000.00 

Catholic High School Expenses $34,040.18 $34,273.16 $68,000.00 

School Expenses  $477,022.51 $420,824.38 $844,446.00 

Religious Education Expenses $36,591.48 $36,110.65 74,940.00 

TOTAL EXPENSES $665,496.78  $603,367.69  $1,213,785.00  

tance at St. John the Apostle Church.  We are continu-
ing to take up a collection for the Holy Mother of God 
Parish ministries in Vladivostok, Russia.  We will be 
having our òSausage for the Homeless Campaignó in 
February.   
     Work with the people in Haiti continues.  We are 
continuing our efforts to install filters on the commu-
nity water pumps in the Plaine du Nord area.  A mission 
team will travel to Haiti in March and again in April to 
continue this work.  

PARISH ORGANIZATIONS 
      St. Joe Senior Citizens continue to meet for food 
and fellowship each month.  They held their annual 
Christmas gathering in December.  The St. Anne Altar 
Society made gifts of cookies for the homebound pa-
rishioners.  They have held several kuchen sales to 
generate income which  is being used to buy mis-
salette, candles and altar breads.  They held their 
Christmas dinner in December.  
     The Knights of St. John ran their booth at the Fall 
Festival in October.  They are continuing to meet for 
food and fellowship each month.  The St. Joe Menõs 
Club held their annual Burgoo Sale in October and the 
Sausage Sale in October.  They completed their raffle 
for the Polaris Ranger in October.  They have under-
written the cost of reinstalling and upgrading the wa-
ter, gas and electrical lines in the rectory garage.       
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SPECIAL COLLECTION THIS 
MONTH FOR THE CHURCH IN 

EASTERN EUROIPE 
This month you are invited to contribute to 
a special collection  Aid the Church in Cen-
tral and Eastern Europe.  An envelope is in 
your monthly packet.  Since 1991, the col-
lection has provided more than $75 million 
to Catholics in post-communist Russia and 
Central and Eastern Europe. These funds 

have supported more than 3,500 church projects in many East-
ern Europe Countries. For interesting stories and further infor-
mation please visit   www.AIDTOEASTERNEUROPE.ORG 

MM ISSIONISSION   OOUTREACHUTREACH   
     No one person can do or be everything for everyone.  

But each of us can, in the words of Mother Theresa, ñdo 

small things with great love.ò  Remembering these words, 

you are invited to consider the following opportunities to 

serve. 

Thanks so much for your on -going col-

lection of food for the St. Vincent DePaul 
Food Pantry.  Thanks especially to Don 
and Neacie Singleton, Tony Ruminer, 
Richard Baehl, Terry Drone, Bob Baehl 
and John Manger for their assistance to 

the Food Pantry.  Your donations help us keep well -
stocked shelves for the many people who come for 
food assistance.  
     Last year, 2011, we gave food to 31,509 persons in 
12,3727 households.  These figures represent an in-
crease of 4.7% in the number of person coming to our 
Food Pantry and an increase of 3.3%  in the number of 
households over the year 2010.  You are helping us 
respond to these òfood insecureó families.   
     Thank you so much for reaching out to those in 
needñnot just at Thanksgiving and Christmastime, but 
throughout the year.  We are very grateful for St. Joeõs 
on-going generous support of the SVDP Food Pantry 

ministry!    Sr. Donna Marie Herr, O.S.B     Manager 

WE ARE COLLECTING FOOD FOR THE FOOD 
PANTRY AT ALL THE MASSES EACH WEEKEND  

Thanks to the  people that 

stepped forward to donate 
blood at our January Blood 
Drive.  You can donate blood at 
the American Red Cross Blood 

Services Collection Center 29 South Stockwell Road Mon-
day through Thursday ï 10 AM to 6 PM,  Friday ï 7 AM to 
3 PM and Saturday ï 9 AM to 1 PM 

OUR NEXT PARISH BLOOD DRIVE WILL BE IN MAY 

LETõS GO HOG WILD TO  
FEED THE HOMELESS 

            In conjunction with the Menõs Club 
Sausage Sale, we are collection donations 
to make some sausage for our local home-

less shelters and the St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry.  
For every $2 that is donated, we will be able to provide 
a pound of sausage.  Join us in our 
òSausage for the Homelessó campaign by 
making your contribution today.  Put your 
contributions in the collection or send 
them to the parish office.   

Weõre accepting donations now  
and after Mass on Feb. 11-12  

     Now through March 31st, please 
drop off new or used eyeglasses and 
hearing aids at any of the three Ziemer 
Funeral Home Locations.  They will be 
donated to the 

Evansville Lions Club for distribu-
tion to those who cannot afford 
them 

 

The Best Poem in the World  
 

I was shocked, confused, bewildered  

as I entered heavenõs door   

not by the beauty of it all, nor by its decor.  

It was the folks in heaven  

who made me stutter and gasp,  

the thieves, the liars, the sinners,  

the alcoholics and the trash.  

There stood the kid from seventh grade  

who swiped by lunch money twice,  

and next to him was my old neighbor  

who never said anything nice.  

And Herb, who I always thought  

 was rotting away in hell,  

was sitting on cloud nice and looking pretty well.  

I nudged Jesus.  Whatõs the deal?   

I would love to hear your take.  

How did all these sinners get here?   

God you must have made a mistake. 

And why is everyone so quiet, so somber.  Give me a clue?  

Hush, my child, said Jesus.  Theyõre all in shock.   

No one thought theyõd be seeing you! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 

 
1Mass 7:30 am 

11 am Mass at 
Parkview  

Nursing Home 
Marian Prayer 
Service 7 pm 

2 
NO MASS 

 
òCome and Seeó 

School Open 
House  5-7 pm 

 

3  School Mass  

8:00 AM with 
prayer partners  
Communion to 

the Homebound 
Senior Citizens 

12 Noon  
St. Joe INN   

1 pm cafeteria  

4  REACH    

    WEEKEND 
     9 am-3pm 

Sacrament of  
Reconciliation 4 

pm  

       Mass 5 pm 
Haiti Collec-

tion  

5Mass 8 & 10:30 

  Coffee and Donuts 
after the 8am Mass 
Childrenõs Liturgy of 
the Word 8 & 10:30 
 Religious Education 

9-10:15  
Haiti Collection  

Food Pantry  
Collection  

6  Eucharistic 

Adoration  
7am-7pm 

Parish Staff 9-11 
Mass 6:30 pm 
Finance and  

Administration 
Meeting 7 pm 

7 
Mass 7:30 am 
Childrenõs Prayer 
Service 8:30 am 

Westside Nut 
Club Dinner 6 pm 

SPReD  6:30 
Choir Practice  

7 p m 

8Mass 7:30 am 

Marian Prayer Ser-
vice 7 pm 

 
 

9 
NO MASS 

 
St. Anne Altar 

Society Meeting 
7 pm 

10  
School Mass  

7:30  
 

Communion to 
the Homebound 

 
 

11  
Altar Society 
Kuchen Sale 
Sacrament of  
Reconciliation  

4 pm  

Mass 5 pm 
Food Pantry 
 Collection  

12 Mass 8 & 10:30 

Childrenõs Liturgy of 
the Word 8 & 10:30 
 Religious Education 
 Program  9-10:15  

 
Haiti Collection  

Food Pantry  
Collection  

13 Eucharistic 

Adoration  
7am-7pm 

Parish Staff 9-11 
Mass 6:30 pm 

Knights of St. John 
Meeting 7 pm 
LAST DAY TO 

ORDER SAUSAGE  

14  
Mass 7:30 am 

 
Childrenõs Prayer 
Service 8:30 am 

 
SPReD  6:30 

 
Choir Practice 7pm 

15  
Mass 7:30 am 
Marian Prayer 
Service 7 pm 

Creating Sabbath 
Space  7 pm  

Laugh Your Way 
to a Better  

 Marriage 7pm 

16  
NO MASS 

 
Parish Outreach 

Commission  
7 pm 

 
Confirmation 
Practice 7 pm 

17   School Mass 

                7:30  
 

Communion to  
the Homebound 

Men's Club  
Sausage Prepara-

tion 1ñ6 pm 

18 Menõs  

Club Sausage  
Pick up 7-10 am 

Sacrament of  
Reconciliation  

 4 pm  
Mass 5 pm 

Food Pantry 
 Collection  

19 Mass 8 & 10:30 

Childrenõs Liturgy of 
the Word  
8 & 10:30 
 Religious  
Education 

 Program  9-10:15  
Haiti Collection  

Food Pantry  
Collection  

20  
NO SCHOOL 

Snow-Make-up Day 

Eucharistic 
Adoration  
7am-7pm 

 
Parish Staff 9-11 

Mass 6:30 pm 

21 Mass 7:30 am 

 
Childrenõs Prayer 
Service 8:30 am 

School Board 6pm 
SPReD  6:30 

Choir Practice 7pm 
 

Menõs Club Meeting 
7 pm 

22  ASH   

      WEDNESDAY 
Mass 7:30 am 

With distribution 
of ashes 

PENANCE SERVICE 
with distribution 

of ashes 
11 am & 7 pm 

23  
NO MASS 

 
Religious  
Education 

 Commission 
6:30 pm 

24  
School Mass                

7:30   
 

Communion to  
the Homebound 

25  
Sacrament of  
Reconciliation  

4 pm  

Mass 5 pm 
 

Food Pantry 
 Collection  

26 Mass 8 & 10:30 

Childrenõs Liturgy of 
the Word 8 am  

 Religious  
Education 

 Program  9-10:15  
Confirmation at 

10:30 Mass 
Haiti Collection  

Food Pantry  
Collection  

27 Eucharistic 

Adoration 7am-7pm 

Parish Staff 9-11 
Mass 6:30 pm 
Kindergarten 

Round-up  
6:30 pm 

Ballroom Dancing 
Class 6:45 pm 

28  
Mass 7:30 am 

 
Childrenõs Prayer 
Service 8:30 am 

 
SPReD  6:30 

 
Choir Practice 7pm 

29  
Mass 7:30 am 
Marian Prayer 
Service 7 pm 

Creating Sabbath 
Space  7 pm  

Laugh Your Way 
to a Better  

 Marriage 7 pm 

1 
NO MASS 

2  Mass 7:30   

Communion to  
the Homebound 
Senior Citizens 

12 Noon  
St. Joe INN   

1 pm cafeteria  

FISH FRY 
SERVING 5-7 

3  
REACH WEEK-

END 
9 AMñ3 PM     

      Mass 5 pm 
 Haiti  

 Collection  
St. Vincent 

DePaul  

February 2012  
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