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AS WE WAIT IN
JOYFUL HOPE

Fr. Gene Schwoeder

LENT BEGINS FEBRUARY 17th
Here's some opportunities to
make your Lent a holy time.

N PASTOR Ash Wednesday
As we wait in joyful hope....for 5
the kingdom, the power and the glory February 17

are yours. These familiar words are ones we say each
time we gather to pray the Our Father at mass. They
have been both a source of comfort and a challenge to
me these past few weeks. Like many of you, my heart
has been hurting for our brothers and sisters in Haiti as
we have heard report after report about the devasta-
tion that was caused by the earthquakes in Port au
Prince. Our friends at Plaine du Nord, while some dis-
tance away, have felt all these tremors as well and,
like so many of the folks in Haiti, are now living with
the fear of what will happen next. | don’t know what
our mental state would be like if we, here in our coun-
try, had experienced devastation that caused two hun-
dred thousand people to die and over two million peo-
ple to be homeless.

What does a person do in the face of such tragedy?
Our hearts can be broken, but simply to feel such pain
and be so overwhelmed that we just want to turn away
from seeing any more pictures or hearing any more
news does not seem to be a profitable way to spend our
energy. We cannot feel bad enough ourselves to make

(Continued on page 12)

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
FOR OUR LENTEN FISH FRIES
FRIDAY FEB. 19 AND MAR. 5

' - It’s time to make plans for

“the best fish fry in the Evansville
are Fridays, February 19th and March 5th.

Mass at 8:15 am
with distribution of Ashes
Penance Service
with distribution of Ashes
11:00 am and 7:00 pm

Penance Services
Wednesday, March 24 at 7 pm
Friday, March 26 at 11:00 am

Come to the Quiet
A Retreat for Women February 26-27

This weekend retreat for women is based on Scripture to
renew and refresh how we spend time with God each day.
Home 867-3848 or Email: svogler@evdio.org

Little Black Book for Lent

This is a daily six-minute meditations on the Passion of
Christ for each day of Lent. They will be available at the
church doors on the weekend of February 13-14.

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
—Introducing our High
School Seniors........... p.2

Make a Cursillo Weekend
Men’s Weekend Feb. 18-21
Women’s Weekend Mar. 18-21
Open your hearts to Christ and
experience the power of our
faith witnessed by the example
of ordinary people. Contact Fr.
Gene or Sharon Vogler (963-3273)

—Men’s Club Sausage........ p.2
—Women'’s Retreat News....p. 3

—Remembering Madeline

area.” The dates for our fish fries
. Rexing and Joey Elpers....p. 4
Sign up at the church doors to let us know exIng anc Joey =pers...-p

how you can help. Any questions? “

Make a TEC j-‘eﬁ. 13-15 —Parish Council Reports.....p. 5

Come experience how faith can | _yqr yocation as Parents. p. 6

Call Greg and Diane Matt 963-
ON THE MENU

make a difference in your life.
High school juniors and seniors
and young adults invited to be a

—Mission Outreach............ p.7

6222. You can also call the parish
Cod Filets, Baked Beans, Potato

office at 963-3273.
Salad, Macaroni & Cheese, Slaw or

SERVING: 5-7 PM
ADULTS $8.00

Bpplesauce, Cornbread, Tea,

Lemonade and Coffee

IDS (12 and under)
7$4.00 Carry outs available!

part of this experience. Contact | —Haiti Mission Update........p. 7

Fr. Gene (963-3273) or Sharon
Vogler (963-3273) or email:
svogler@evdio.org.

—Time to renew your subscrip-
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UP CLOSE AND PERSONAL

Kacie Spaetti

Kacie is the daughter of Beth and
Jerry Spaetti. She has two older broth-
ers, Zach and Luke, who both work with
" their father. Zach is married to Amy,
and they have one son, Sawyer. The
most important thing in life that is part
. of life now and Kacie’s future is fam-

A1 ily. “We spend Christmas Eve with the
Weinzapfel family. Recently we have started having a
gift exchange with gag gifts. | like spending time with my
cousins Maria and Katie. On snow days we go sledding
and four-wheeling. We have a big Fourth of July party
with all of our family and friends, fireworks and Dad bar-
becuing. Dad’s an awesome cook. Mom is a really good
cook, too.” So, does Kacie cook? “Some. Not a lot.” In
the summer, they take their boat and spend time at Ken-
tucky Lake with the Weinzapfel family and last year, they
went to Florida together. The importance of family has
Kacie planning on going to USI to major in teaching pre-
school with a minor in social work, and staying here after
college. “l can’t move. Family means a lot, and | don’t
like large cities. | don’t want to be an aunt who only sees
her nephew a couple of times a year.”

Kacie is a senior at Mater Dei. She was a member of
the volleyball team as a player her freshman and sopho-
more years. After her injury, she continued as the man-
ager her junior and senior years. Kacie has been a Mat
Cat for the past two years, and a peer mediator for the
past three years. Kacie has made the magna cum laude
honor roll every semester. “My favorite class would be
psychology this semester. It is interesting. My least fa-
vorites would be Spanish and physics.” Highlights of her
high school years include: “hanging out with my friends,
football games - except when | broke my foot and missed
half of the games, and dances - they are always fun.”
Kacie works part-time babysitting and at the St. Joseph
after school care program. And for fun? “l like hanging
out with friends. We just do random things. We always
have music. We go out on the four-wheelers, and ice
skating on the lake.” When it comes to going to USI, “l am
ready for college, but | don’t think I’m ready for all of the
change, like having to do all my school work on my own
time.”

Kacie has lived in the St. Joseph community all of her
life in the same house. “It is kind of small out here. |
like that. Everybody seems to know everybody. | enjoy
being with my nephew.” When it comes to life at St. Jo-
seph parish, “The parish is close knit. | still have some of
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INTRODUCING OUR HIGH
SCHOOL SENIORS  sharon Vogler

my friends from grade school in high school.
ways been involved in parish activities. Dad helps make
sausage and is in the men’s club. | enjoyed the summer
social and coming home with little toys when | was
young.” Now, you will find Kacie working in the chil-
dren’s booth.

Words of Wisdom and Encouragement - “Don’t take
high school for granted. It goes by faster than you
think. Get involved and stay involved. Meet a good
group of friends you can trust because they get you
through a lot. You start trusting friends more than fam-

ily.”

We’ve al-

Morgan jones

Morgan is the son of Beth and Mor-
gan Jones. He has one younger sister,
Lauren who is a sophomore at ‘
Reitz. Family traditions include,
“Going to the Christmas Eve Mass with |
children. This was my favorite grow-
ing up. Now we have a young cousin,
and we go to St. Mary Church with
them, also. After Mass, we have
Christmas with mom’s side of the family. Christmas day
begins with the four of us, then with dad’s side of the
family at my grandparents’ house. We celebrate Easter
and Thanksgiving with both sides of the family. We used
to go to the river on the fourth of July with friends and
watch the fireworks from our boat out on the river. We
take a summer vacation to Panama, FL. Morgan and his
dad share time together hunting, fishing and boat-

ing. “My seventh and eighth years, dad and | went buf-
falo hunting. Dad got one the first year. | got one the
second year. In the summer, we go boating. It’s relax-

ing. We ask mom and Lauren, but they always say no.”
A senior at Reitz, Morgan has been very active. He
played baseball his freshman year and football all four
years. He has been a member of the track team his jun-
ior and senior years. Morgan was selected academic all
city in football and track. He has been on the honor roll
every semester and is a two year member of the Na-
tional Honor Society. Morgan was a member of the Latin
Club his junior year. “My favorite classes are computer

MEN'S CLUB SAUSAGE SALE

AL TAKING ORDERS THROUGH FEB. 8
g‘ \” AVAILABLE IN BULK OR LINK

$11/5LBS. 5LBS MINIMUM ORDER
\Q/ TO ORDER SIGN UP
AT THE CHURCH DOORS
OR CALL THE PARISH OFFICE (963-3273)
Pickup day Saturday, Feb. 13th 7-10 am




THE CARPENTERO February, 2010

Page 3

Come to thhe Quliet

A24 Hour Refreat for Women at the Bam Abbey in New Hamony
Friday, February 26 at 6:30 pm to Saturday, February 27 at 8 pm

Cost for the retreat is $100 per person which in-
cludes the retreat, meals (breakfast, lunch and

dinner) on Saturday. All bed and bath linens are
included. The retreat director is Dana Hoffman.

An opportunity to
hear,listen and reflect
with women on God
speaking through nature.

Make reservations with Sharon Vogler 963-3273
email: svogler@evdio.org

applications, economics, and all math classes. My least
favorite classes are physics and chemistry. | liked biol-
ogy. It was fun.” Highlights of his high school years
include, “hanging out with friends, sports, football -
winning State sophomore and senior years. Football is
work, but it is fun work.” When not busy with school
and sports, “l guess you could say my hobbies are hunt-
ing, fishing, and boating, and | like to hang out with
friends.” Morgan also works part time at Shoe Carnival
as a sales associate at the east side store since Novem-
ber of 2008. And, he apparently has some very interest-
ing stories. After high school, Morgan plans on attend-
ing college and majoring in business or marketing. He
has been accepted at USI, and he will be visiting Frank-
lin College this weekend. “I’m looking at USI, Franklin
College and Manchester College. | would like to play
football in college.”

What has it been like living in the St. Joseph com-

munity and parish? “Everybody knows everybody. It’s
pretty peaceful. | can’t see myself living anywhere but
here.” Morgan has been a member of St. Joseph parish
his entire life. “I like the Christmas Mass, the summer
social and Easter. | remember hunting Easter eggs in
the baseball fields. It has been a good place to grow
up.” At the social, Morgan began carrying trays in the
cafeteria. Now, you will find him parking cars.
Words of Wisdom and Encouragement - “Enjoy your four
years in high school because you don’t know when it’s
over till it’s over. Looking back it just flies by. Give
everyone respect. If you give respect, you can expect
the same in return.”

LOTTERY THANKS Thanks to your help, we have
again sold all 500 tickets for our St.
Joe Lottery. Not only will we be able to give away $16,200 to 48 lucky

winners, we have also made $21,300.00 for our parish. Thanks to all
who bought tickets and thanks especially to all our great ticket sellers!

Adam Reckelhoff

Hi, my name is Adam Reckelhoff. As of now, | am seven-
teen years old. My favorite sport is
football. No other sport comes
close. | started playing football with
EJFL in fifth grade, and | took one
year off in eighth grade, cub
year. My hobbies mostly include out-
door activities.”

Adam is the son of Sylvia and
John Reckelhoff. He has four older
siblings: Andrew who is in construc-
tion work, Angela who is an account-
ant for a local firm, Aaron who is a
manger for a Krispy Kreme store in town, and Anna who
graduates in May from IU. Adam has one younger sister,
Amelia who is a sophomore at Mater Dei. “My favorite
family memories would be our large, extended family get-
togethers at my grandparents around the holidays of
Thanksgiving, Christmas and Easter. At these, you can
always expect great family, great fun and not to mention,
great food.”

Adam is a senior at Mater Dei. He has been a member
of the football team all four years. As a senior he is a
freshman mentor and a Eucharistic minister. Adam has
been on the honor roll all four years at Mater Dei. He
made academic all state in football this year.

His favorite classes are government with Mr. Goebel
and elective, P.E., with Mr. Schaefer. “I like government
class because of the people in it and because Mr. Goebel
is an awesome and entertaining teacher. He makes gov-
ernment fun and interesting. | like elective P.E. mainly
because | just like physical activity, especially having a
not very active school day.” Adam’s least favorite classes
are Chemistry Il and AP Calculus. Favorite memories of
high school include, “Well, I’'ll never forget the time that
my friend and | rode Mater Dei’s elevator and got in trou-
ble for it. There are also all of my memories of foot-
ball. From all of the practices to the games, and then
there’s the parties outside of school time. When he is not
busy with school or football, you can find Adam working
at Stadium 16 on the west side. Look for him in the con-
cession stand. Adam enjoys hanging out with friends and
doing outdoor activities like fishing and maybe some yard
work. After high school, Adam plans to attend college at
either USI or Purdue and major in nuclear engineer-
ing. Eventually, he would like to work in a nuclear power
plant.

Adam has lived in the St. Joseph community and been
a member of St. Joseph parish all of his life. “Living here
is nice. It’s peaceful, calm, and has good people. Living
out here you are in the wide open country but close to
town. At St. Joe school, | liked being with the other stu-
dents all of the time, the teachers and PE class. In PE you
get to run around and aren’t in a classroom.” As a parish
member, Adam was an altar server grades five through

(Continued on page 6)
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REMEMBERING

Madeline Rexing
July 11, 1925—December 28, 2009

Madeline Rexing was born on July
11, 1925, the third oldest of twelve
children born to Charlie and Clara
Neuman. As a young girl she took her
place working on the family farm,
milking cows, feeding the animals, learning how to
cook, plant a garden and can vegetables—skills that she
would put to good use in her life. She attended St.
Wendel Grade School. Like many of her contemporar-
ies, her formal schooling ended with eighth grade, but
also like many of her contemporaries, she continued to
learn in the school of life.

As Madeline got older she moved to the city of
Evansville where she lived with her aunt and uncle and
began working at Mead Johnson. Her brother Sylvester,
introduced her to Carl Rexing, a young man from south-
ern Illinois who had come to work at Bernardin Com-
pany. She and Carl were married on September 20,
1948 at St. Wendel Church. For a short time they lived
in town and in 1951 they moved to a house on Orchard
Road which became their home for the rest of their
lives.

Carl and Madeline welcomed four sons into their
lives, Steven, born in 1954, David, born in 1957, Randy,
born in 1960, and Don, born in 1963. Madeline spent
her time and energy creating a home for Carl and her
four sons. Using the talents she learned as a young
girl, Madeline canned fruits and vegetables from the
family garden. She was known as a great cook with a
special talent for homemade chili and vegetable soups.
The family delighted as well in her homemade pies.
Madeline also shared her talents for quilting with the
quilting group at St. Joe. She took great delight in her
flowers as well and had a special love for collecting bird
figurines that decorated her house.

One of the heavy burdens that Madeline and Carl
dealt with in their life was the death of three of their
four sons. Steve died shortly after he was born. Randy
was killed in an tree cutting accident. David was killed
in a motorcycle accident. One of the things that eased
the sadness of these deaths was her grandchildren,
Brant and Tanner. They spent many hours playing
dominos, card games and bingo.

In the last years of her life, Madeline was faced
with a number of health challenges, the last of which
found her as a resident in Parkview Nursing Home. We
pray that Madeline will now be given the fullness of life
with God. May God’s peace be with Carl, Don Lissa,
Tanner and Grant and all Madeline's family and friends.

REMEMBERING
Joey Elpers
April 22,1944—December 28, 2009

Joey Elpers was born on April 22,
1944, the second oldest of ten children &=
born to Joe and Mariana Elpers. He grew g5
up within sight of St. Joseph Church and
it was the community of the church
along with his family that helped to mold him into the gen-
tle and kind person he was.

Joey attended St. Joseph School and then, following
eight grade he attended St. Meinrad Seminary for the first
two years of high school. Home had a strong pull on Joey
and God had other plans for him, so he returned to Evans-
ville and graduated from Mater Dei High School. He was
known to be a good athlete who excelled in most sports
and had a great love for horror films...and he loved to
scare his younger brothers and sisters, dressing up as
Frankenstein.

After graduating from high school Joey began working
at different jobs including Bendix-Westinghouse and Evans-
ville Vaneer. Like many young men of his generation, Joey
was drafted into the army and served in Vietnam.

War extracts a terrible toll on people and Joey suffered
much from the time he served. As a radio man for his
unit, Joey was injured in a motor attack. The physical
wounds would be something that he would carry the rest
of his life. But the war extracted a toll on his gentle and
compassionate nature. When Joey came back from Viet-
nam and had recovered from his injuries, he worked for a
couple of years at the Post Office but it was difficult for
him to work and he spent the rest of his life on permanent
disability.

Despite these difficulties, Joey is remembered for be-
ing a happy and fun loving person by his brothers and sis-
ters and his nieces and nephews. Joey enjoyed following
sports events, including baseball, basketball, and football.
He particularly enjoyed bowling and attending movies,
especially with his brother, Eugene, who shared lots of
time with him. Joey's greatest interest was in horse racing,
and he devoted much time to planning his strategy. He
had many systems for betting on the right horse, but in the
end, it ended up being “bet on the gray horse.

In the last years of his life, Joey found a home with
the Anderson Woods Community, first living in Siberia,
Indiana and finally in Jasper, Indiana. In the last years of
his life, Joey suffered from a number of physical chal-
lenges, some of them resulting from complications of the
injuries he sustained in Vietnam. We pray now that Joey
will know the peace of the Kingdom of God and we pray
that his mother, brothers and sisters and their families and
friends will be comforted In their loss.

Congratulations to Alexis Will, Jacob Englert and Jacob Stratman for being chosen winners in the
Serra Vocations Awareness Program. Alexis created a coloring book explaining/showing the life and
| ministry of a nun. The artwork was original hand drawn. Jacob Englert & Jacob Stratman created a pup-
pet play (with puppets) that shared what the life of a priest is like especially in the Jesuit, Franciscan
and Marist communities.
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PARISH COUNCIL and

PARISH COUNCIL

Meeting on January 13. Council members reviewed the
financial reports for the first quarter of the year. Income is
about the same as last year. Expenses are in line with budget.
There is some concern that end of the year contributions are
less than the previous year which will have an bearing on the
end of the year income for the parish.

Council members also reviewed the following reports
from Parish Commissions and Parish Organizations.

SCHOOL BOARD

The School Board has developed a policy regarding delinquent
payments for PS/PK tuition, preschool and afterschool childcare,
and school lunch fees. This policy was put into effect 12-1-09.

Clear channels of communication for school subcommittees was
added to the bylaws; including proper chain of command for report-
ing problems or presenting current issues that need to be ad-
dressed.

PR committee has been working on ideas to market the school.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COMMISSION

Continuing Sunday morning religious education classes. Family
Class held once a month. REACH program for high school students
continues. Sacramental preparation for Confirmation continues.

A family reconciliation service was celebrated for third graders
and their families. Preparations continuing for First Communion.
RCIA faith-sharing sessions continue each Sunday. Hands of Joy
Puppet Team, involving twenty young children has given several
performances.  Sr. Becky Mathaeur, 0.S.B, was the presenter for
the global awareness program this semester. She spoke on the
Ferdinand Benedictines mission in Peru, South America. Bob and
Martha Baehl shared pictures of their recent trip to the Peru mis-
sion.

Commission members organized and executed the College
Care Package Program for in December. Commission members
are continuing to stay in contact with our college and high school
students via email.

Katie Blythe, Michelle Schmitt, Jessica Kelley, Amelia Reckle-
hoff, and Katie Duncan have been selected to serve on the Dioce-
san Youth Advisory Board.

FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION COMMISSION

Continuing to monitor income and expense accounts for the
year. Expenses are staying within budget. Income about the same
as last year, but end of the year contributions are less than last
year.

Solicited fifty-five bulletin/newsletter advertisers. Four new
advertisers added this year replacing those that were not renewed.

Conducted the St. Joe Lottery sales.

OUTREACH COMMISSION

Continuing efforts to work with St. James Parish in Haiti. Nine
people participated in the fall mission trip. 100+ people now spon-
soring children in the schools. Collaborating with members of Cor-
pus Christi Parish in this effort. Two mission trips planned for
spring. Vitamin campaign begun to give a vitamin a day to the 600+
children in the schools.

Raised money to buy a washer/dryer for the Hospice Program
at Mary Mother of God Mission in Vladivostok. Encouraging people
to view The 13th Day, a film about Fatima. Proceeds to benefit
Mary Mother of God missionary efforts.

Supported the Catholic Build for Habitat for Humanity this past

COMMISSION REPORTS

fall. Also continuing to serve at the soup kitchen at St. John the Apostle
Church. Began to invite people to bring food each week for the St. Vincent
DePaul Food Pantry.

PARISH ORGINATIONS

The Altar Societyontinued to provide money for altar bread and wine,
candles and missalettes. Kuchen sales, dressing sales, That's My Pan
sales were sources of money. Care packages of cookies were made for
fifty homebound parishioners at Christmas.

Men’s Club conducted Cornhole Tourney, Burgoo and homemade
sausage. Money used to support the Raising the Roof Campaign. Con-
tinuing to meet for food and fellowship each month..

Senior Citizengontinuing to meet for food and fellowship each
month.

Knights of St. Johoonducted the fall festival booth to raise money.
They have undertaken the project of putting new doors at the front en-
trance of the church. Continuing to meet for food and fellowship each
month.

PTOhas conducted several fundraisers, including their Fall Festival
Booth. Have provided money for new security doors in the school and
new sinks and hot water in the boys' and girls’ bathroom. Continuing to
provide assistance as room mothers, lunch aides, playground supervisors,
and office assistance.

The School Athletic Committéms provided coaches and equip-
ment for fall and winter sports. Provided the money to seal and refinish
the gym floor.

RAISING THE ROOF CAMPAIGN

We have passed the half way point in our pledge campaign and have
collected about 74% of pledges to date. All bills have been paid and we
are putting the money in our savings account where it will draw interest.
We are continuing to monitor the church and rectory roofs. At this point
they are still holding, so our plan is to continue to monitor them until such
time that they need to be replaced.

NEW DOORS FOR THE CHURCH ENTRANCE

The Knights of St. John have undertaken the project of putting new
mahogany doors on the front entrance of our church. They will be replac-
ing the framing around these doors as well as stripping and repainting the
decorative glass windows above the doors.

We also have other parishioners who are underwriting the costs of
putting swinging doors leading from the front entrance of the church into
the main body of the church. These will be wood stained doors to match
the wood in the body of the church and will have glass panels on the upper
part of the door. This should prevent people from getting hit by the doors
as they go in and out of the church.

We are also redoing the plaster on the inside of the entry way. Over
the years we have dealt with moisture problems which caused the plaster
to crumble. Our plan is to install special water resistant drywall on the
walls and ceiling of the entry way (essentially putting a wall within the wall).
A new wooden wainscote will be installed to replace the wainscot in place.
The whole area will be painted to match the current color. We are also
investigating the possibility of putting a sealer on the brick exterior of the
steeple, but that work, if it is done, will be undertaken in the summer.

FUTURE PLANNING

Council members discussed the upcoming budget process and began
to think in terms of possible salary increases for employees.

Council members were also asked about the possibility of doing a
pictorial directory, but felt that, with the current economic situation, this
was not something they wanted to pursue at this time.
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Your Vocation
As Parent

Fourth in a series of articles written by
the Staff of Catholic Charities and
based on the book Take Back Your
Kids: Confident Parenting in Turbu-
lent Times by William Doherty
BE PART OF CHURCH

AND COMMUNITY GROUPS by Lorie Ingram

Raising your children in the environment of today’s
popular culture is a a very challenging calling requiring
your total commitment. The job of raising responsible
children and of handing on your Christian Faith is not a
solo job. You and your children need to be part of a
Church community which shares your beliefs, values and
traditions. If you want to keep your children from being
overly influenced by a shallow and often harmful popu-
lar culture, you need to provide a counter culture in
which you find like-minded parents and children who
will help you and your children to develop into mature
Christians and responsible citizens. This Church commu-
nity will provide opportunities for your family to deepen
your beliefs, and provide support and friendship in good
times and troubled times. If you do not provide your
children with an opportunity to make friends who share
your faith and a community in which they can learn and
practice faith, they will have to by default look for a
network of friends in the popular culture. In addition to
your church community, there are other community
groups which can be helpful. Many civic groups seek to
encourage responsible citizenship. These places of net-
working and fellowship can be places where you can find
encouragement of your Christian values and opportuni-
ties to practice community service.

Today there has been a decline in civic participation,
as well as joining the social and service organizations
that once were the backbone of our community. People
are not participating as much in Lions Club, PTA, Rotary
Club, etc. What do these have to do with parenting?
These are organizations that encourage you and your
children to become productive citizens. When these are
not incorporated in a parent’s life, then parents can be-
come complacent about the community in which they
are raising their children. When a parent is involved,
they become more aware of community concerns and
can be helpful to their community. The parent’s in-
volvement teaches children that being involved is impor-
tant to a community. Of course family times is the pri-
ority, then Church and then community. And of course,
the ages of your children are important. When children
are young, they need more of your time. Use discretion
and if time is available, choose an area of community
involvement.

The school community is a place which has a big im-
pact on a child’s social and moral development. Many

parents and children view schools from a consumer view
and not a partnership view. When a parent volunteers
at school, a home/school partnership can develop
which benefits all. For example, when a child’s grades
are not good, some parents blame the teacher or the
classroom environment. An involved parent can work
with their child with the teachers input and show the
child how to overcome a problem and work better in
the classroom. Teaching a child the tools to get around
stumbling blocks gives them a sense of accomplishment
and teaches them to be accountable for their actions.
Whether a teacher is good or bad is not what you should
be discussing with your child; it is whether your child
can learn in that environment and what tools you can
show him to overcome the obstacles. This helps to pre-
pare a child to become a productive citizen by teaching
critical thinking skills that will help them overcome ob-
stacles as adults. A parent working with the teacher
can help the teacher better understand the child’s
learning style and, by offering your help, you form a
partnership with the teacher in regard to your child’s
education. Be a partner, not a consumer.

With regard to your church community, you also
should be a partner and not a consumer. Unfortu-
nately, the consumer mentality is also present in your
church community. Some parents see themselves as
consumers of church services. They take a critical
stance and sometimes move from church to church
looking for the right mix of services. In doing this, they
lose a sense of deep community involvement. Be a
committed church member. Volunteer according to
your talents and work to make the church community
better for all. As with school involvement, your chil-
dren will benefit from your church involvement. They
will be part of a positive faith community which will
nurture and challenge them in positive ways. Hope-
fully, you will befriend other parents who share your
vision for your children’s growth and development and,
as a faith community, all will benefit from mutual vol-
unteer work and commitment to faith. Being a parent
is not a solo job; you need a supportive community.
Accept the challenge of involvement. You will be
happy you did.

(Continued from page 3) : : \
i s wire at the Introducing our High School Seniors (cont)
social in the grand raffle booth where his mom

works. And childhood memories of the social, “Everyone
was tall, the toy booth was awesome - the silly string,
inflatable toys and dinosaurs.”

Words of Wisdom and Encouragement - “High school
times are tougher than grade school. Persevere. It’s
more fun! High school is just the next step up. You can
handle it. It goes by very fast. When you think of going
to college, you don’t have to know what you are do-
ing. It will come to you. ‘Success isn’t the key to happi-
ness, but happiness is the key to success. If you do what
you love, you’ll succeed.’”
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MISSION OUTREACH

No one person can do or be everything for everyone.
But each of wus can, in {
s mal | things with great
you are invited to consider the following opportunities to
serve.

Looking for a place to offer your help? Check this out!
Mot

16 W. Morgan Avenue Evansville, Indiana 47710

Minsires & s a
eam Ilt(’j Phone: 401-5558 Email. dreamcenterevansvile@yahoo.com €

1 SPECIAL COLLECTION THIS
[ f MONTH FOR THE CHURCH IN
EASTERN EUROIPE
This month you are invited to contribute to
| a special collection Aid the Church in Cen-
tral and Eastern Europe. An envelope is in
your monthly packet. Since 1991, the col-
lection has provided more than $75 million
?#g%gmeeglrlggem to Catholics in post-communist Russia and
Central and Eastern Europe. These funds
have supported more than 3,500 church projects in many East-
ern Europe Countries. For interesting stories and further infor-
mation please visit www.AIDTOEASTERNEUROPE.ORG

HAITI MISSION TRIPS UPDATE

We are continuing our efforts to respond to our broth-
ers and sisters in Haiti whose lives have been devastated
by the recent earthquake. Thankfully our parish did not
suffer any physical damage. While not directly affected
by the disaster, however, we are about to be dramati-
cally impacted. We learned from the 2008 hurricanes in
Haiti, and the flooding that resulted from those storms,
that food, fuel, and medical supplies are disrupted for
months. And the fallout from this earthquake will be
much greater than we witnessed in 2008.

The most significant effect of this disaster will be a
redistribution of the people in this country. About 9 mil-
lion people reside in Haiti, with almost 2 million of those

Thank YOU for the canned foods collected
in your parish each month. The food you pro-
vide enables an ever-growing number of fami-
lies and individuals in our community to have
food. Without the faithful support of caring
people like you, this would not be possible.

WE ARE COLLECTING FOOD FOR THE FOOD
PANTRY AT ALL THE MASSES EACH WEEKEND

B

living in Port au Prince. The breadth of the destruction
in Port au Prince, coupled with the huge population that
is being displaced, will result in a large population shift
in the country.  From our recent conversations with Fr.
Alain we already know that people are coming north. In
fact, Fr. Alain and other parishes are sending buses to
help transport people. They are making preparations to
have these now homeless people, live in the parish
school, convent, and rectory. We have sent Fr. Alain an
initial $5,000 so that he can begin to buy food and medi-

Thanks to the people that
Red Cross|stepped forward to donate
blood at our January Blood
Together, .| Drive. You can donate blood at
G e o save & &fe the American Red Cross Blood
Services Collection Center 29 South Stockwell Road Mon-
day through Thursday i 10 AM to 6 PM, Friday i 7 AM to
3 PM and Saturday i 9 AM to 1 PM
OUR NEXT PARISH BLOOD DRIVE WILL BE IN MAY

s

N FEED THE HOMELESS

r@ In conjunction with the Men’s Club
\ N Sausage sale this month, we’d like to pro-
vide 100 pounds of sausage to each of the

three homeless shelters in Evansville.
We’ll have a special collection after the Masses on the
weekend of February 6-7. You may also g\ M
send your financial contributions to the ,ﬁ"/
parish office. Q:“ 5
Wedre accept | n@):;
and after Mass on Feb. 6-1

LETOS GO HO(

cines for these people. We also know that our medical
clinic will now be asked to provide
care for the many people who have §
been hurt. All of these efforts will &%
put enormous strain on what is, in |
the best of times, a very tenuous [%&
operation. '3

As soon as we can arrange it, we .
are going to make a quick trip to %
Haiti to bring much needed medicine =
 for the clinic and money to buy food.
DNVe hWonimi n tr(i:gs mnned for
this spring. During one of these trips
we want to finish connecting the
new generator we sent there last
year to the convent and the clinic.
The second trip will be working with the clinic. Our hope
is that these two mission trips will happen, but we will
be talking with Fr. Alain to see if the focus of these trips
need to change to deal with new circumstances.

Our hope is to send additional supplies to our parish
via the Haiti Twinning Sea Container. However , in pre-
viaud ydarQ this Ship dack&dWih Port au Prince and then

(Continued on page §8)

WG
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(Continued from page 7)
we transported our supplies to Plaine du Nord by truck.
The port facilities in Port au Prince suffered a lot of
damage as a result of the earth quake. So we’re wait-
ing to see what will happen with this.

Thanks to all for your incredibly generous outpour-

ing of support. Please know that we will work very hard
to steward these gifts well.

MEN'S CLUB HONORS STEVE MUENSTERMAN
The St. Joe Men’s Club recently honored

Steve Muensterman for his service to the
club and to the parish by naming him as
“Man of the Year.” Steve has served as a
past president and has been an active
worker in all the clubs fund raising efforts. B ¥
Steve’s spirit of cooperation and his heart for the ser-

vice of others were especially recognized. Congratula-
tions Steve!

g Source + Summit Retreat 2010

weekend of prayer and celebration by
and for young people ages 13-25
Friday O Sunday, Feb. 19, 20 & 21
Memorial High School Gym
Registration forms were given to all youth in grades
7-12. If you are interested, and did not receive the

information, Contact Sharon Vogler (963-3273) or email
her at svogler@evdio.org

REMEMBER ST. JOSEPH PARISH IN YOUR WILL

JOIN THE CARPENTER SOCIETY

- Honoring the Past with Gifts
i to Assure the Future of our
Parish and its Facilities

Got the Mess&f> THE MESSAGE!

The Catholic Newspaper of the Diocese [

*Time to renew your subscription

51 issues * $24 + Get the Message!

Use the envelopes in your monthly packet. Drop it
in the collection or send it to parish office.

Phil & Becky Dosher
Karen Hellenberg
Brent & Kelly Lyke

Glen & Debbie Seibert

Knights of St. John

Gary & Dianne Wunderlich

Dr. & Mrs. Doug Pitts
Arnold & Eva Heilman
Dennis & Jo Fehrenbacher
Don & Debbie Baumgart
Diane & John Bassemier
Bill & Sandy Millner

Page 8
MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS
We gratefully acknowledge the following contributions|that
were given in memory of loved ones. Let us remembgr the
gift they have been in our life.
ST. JOSEPH PARISH Bob & Linda Englert

ENDOWMENT Ron & Margaret Angermeier

IN MEMOERY OF Randy & Cecilia Kuester
Alberta Fehrenbacher Ann & Mike Ennis
The Veeck Family—Danny & Bob & Shirley Nicholson

Lisa, Danny & Sherry,

Jamie, & Brian Head IN MEMOERY OF
Amy Schneider Curtis ‘Will
Roxanne Bradley Rick & Joann Goebel

Phil & Sandy Raben Barb & Dan Lomax

Norbert & Madonna Niemeier Alisha Lottes
Ron & Dee Dee Eickhoff
John & Susan Wetzel IN MEMOERY OF
Richard Reis ‘Wilma Gumbel
Julie Stephens Leroy & Rose Weiss
Gary & Cindy Bauer Betty Fischer
Jim & Jane Balbach Jim & Susan Helmer
Glen & Debra Seibert Albert & Marilyn Baehl
Gerald & Adelia Evans
Catholic Foundation IN MEMOERY OF
Board of Directors Carol Lewis
Janet & Fred Sledd Mildred Lewis
Leroy & Rose Weiss
ST. JOSEPH PARISH
IN MEMOERY OF
Alice Xeil RAISING THE ROOF FUND
Patty & Joe Goodson IN MEMOERY OF
Bill & Janis Harl Linus Schenk
Darren & Tracey Reed John & Ruby Manger
Emile Bow
Jim & Carol Fechtmeister IN MEMOERY OF
Kent & Geralyn Ruminer Alice Xeil
Julie Deeg Jim & Becky Harl
f Evarsidlbeth Spaetti John & Ruby Manger

Tom & Jerri Kempf
Scott & Karen ST JOSEPH PARISH

(Schneider) Kirner HAITI MISSION

Mac & Ann Glaser IN MEMOERY OF

Valerie R. Pace Alberta Fehrenbacher
Marcia & Scott Mishler Randy & Jeannine Shumate
Alvin & Mary Mclintosh Gary Burk
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February 2010

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
7 am-7 pm 7:30 am 3 7:30Mass 5 &158chool | §
Eucharistic Mass No Mass Mass
Adoration 8:30 am KN-2 7 pm Marian _ 5 pm Mass
Parish Staff 9-11 | Prayer Service Prayer Group Communion to the
6:30 pm Mass 6 pm SPRED Homebound Haiti Collection
7 pm Finance and 7 PM Choir . ,
Administration SENIOR CITIZENS St. Vincent's
12 Noon St. Joe INN Food Pantry
(ATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK ' | Colecin
8 &10:30 7 am-7 pm 7:30 am 7:30 am 8:15 AM Sausage
7 Masses Eucharistic 9 Mass 10 Mass 11N O Mass 12 Mass 13 Pick-Up
Adoration 7-10 am
Religious Parish Staff 9-11 6 pm SPRED 7 pm Marian 6:30 om School Communion to the 5 pm Mass
Education 6:30 om Mass Prayer Group U P , Homebound St. Vincent's
P Board Meetin
RCIA Knights of St. 7PM Choir 9 Food Pantry
John Meeting 7pm . Sausage Collection
Confirmation Last Day to Order l\?(lat:;ir?gcﬁ% Preparation 12-6 TEC weekend
Session 1-3 Sausage weeken
Saturday-Monday
8 &10:30 7am-7 pm 7:30 am ASH NO 7:30 am 5 pm
14 Masses 15Eucharistic 16 MASS EDNESDAY 18 MASS 19 Mass 20 Mass
N Adoration 6 pm SPRED 8:15 AM Mass Parish Fish Fry
Religious Parish Staff 9-11 7PM Choir | with Distribution of | Parish Outreach | Serving from St. Vincent's
Education 7 PM Men'’s Club Ashes Committee 5-7 pm Food Pantry
RCIA 6:30 pm Mass Meeting at Penance Service | Meeting 6:30 Carryouts Collection
. Nisbet Inn with Distribution of pm Available Source and
,Ztrl?lMt MCaltebr E/l?l 6:15 PTO Ashes 11am 7 pm “ Summit Retreat
etic Clu MEETING Memorial High School
; Ash \X/al nesclcu Friday-Sunday
21eswoo | 22 SO0 | 23 Tlen 124 T 123 26 o " | 27 Repenta
Masses . Mass . NO Mass -
Religious Educa- Adoration 6 pm SPRED 7 PM Marian Communion to the Barn Abbey
tion Classes and Parish Staff 9-11 Erayer Group Homebound Concludes at 7 pm
RCIA 6:30 pm PTO 6:30 pm School
Rite of Enroliment 6:30 pm Mass Board Meeting Women'’s Retreat 5 pm Mass
7 PM Choir 6:30 Religious at the Barn Abbey
RCIA 8am ) - , ,
, . Education Com- beginning St. Vincent's
First Communi- o :
cants 10:30 am mission Meeting at 6:30 pm Food Pantry
| " '
28 a0 | 3L NESFamous Fish s FrcaysFemay fDandMehd < |
Masses , , \rﬁ Men's Club Sausage Sa
. ening from &7 pm. Camyouts Avalapl }">%3)  Taking Orders thru Feb.
Education ' g | i Pick-Up Day Feb. 13
s Il your Fiends an eghrs o s e pDay F
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LITURGICAL MINISTERS SCHEDULE FEBRUARY 13 MARCH 14

Mass Time & Date
Sat 5:00 PM, 2/13/2010

Euch. Min.

Donald Werner

iLeptgr

Gift Bearer

IMarianne Ritter

Jon & Bernette Locklar

Jim Werner

Margaret Angermeier

Ron Angermeier
Sarah Fehrenbacher
Deiores Folz

Chick Duncan

}G reeter
|Ed & Betty Hartz

‘Rich Harpenau Family

Tom Blythe Family

Imogene Baehl

Richard Baehl

Denise Lehman

Greg Lehman

Sun 10:30 AM, 2/14/2010

Cara Kuester _
Megan Schneider
Mark Taylor

Dave Schmitt

.Pat & Shari Kempf

{John B_;_sseﬁ'_\ier Farr

Amy TenBarge

Darlene Appler

Sat 5:00 PM, 2/20/2010 _

Jeanne Freeman

Eloise Hamner

‘Pat Freeman

|Lorraine Blanford

Ed & Betty Hartz _

Jan Hermann

|Kathy Cook

Donna Niemeier

Sun 8:00 AM, 2/21/2010

Terry Drone _
Tom Folz

Delores Folz _

Marcia Frey

Sun 10:30 AM, 2/21/2010

Don Schroeder
Diane Bassemier

Marlene Hasselbrinck

Lucas Goedde

Larry & Henrietia ﬁ_app_(_37

:_Qelores Schroeder

Glenn & Joyce Lewi_37

Brad Ruminer

MNancy Ruminer

Sat 5:00 PM, 2/27/2010

_|Emily Tenbarge__

Butch Feulner

Jim & Susan Helmer

Michelle Kirk

'lﬁssy Singer

Linda Feulner

Dolores Sudholt

[Bob Fehrenbacher :
Mary K Fehrenbacher _

Sun 8:00 AM, 2.\'28!20107;

John Manger

Ed & Betty Hartz

‘Jalane Weber B

[Albert Debes

Michael Elpers

Kathy Fehrenbacher

Allen Whitehouse

Sun 10:30 AM, 2/28/2010

Joe Crowdus

‘Curtis VanNess

Todd Powers Family )

Paul Hillenbrand

Dan Schenk

Kathy Schenk
Doris Taylor

Sat 5:00 PM, 3/6/2010

Lauren Niemeier

“Bernette Locklar

 WJohn & Ruby Mange

Rick Schellier Family

Sharon Vogler

Ron Angermeier _

Sarah Fehrenbacher

Margaret Angermeier

Sun 8:00 AM, 3/7/2010

Imogene Baehl

Kim Spaetti

Randy Kuester Fa;hily

Richard Bachl

Denise Lehman
Greg Lehman

iAlbert Debes

Sun 10:30 AM, 3/7/2010

Jane Schelier

June Beverly

Kitty Deig
Becky Dosher

'Dick Griese

Sat 5:00 PM, 3/13/2010

Donald Werner

Jim Werner
Kathy Cook

IGlenn Givens Farmily
|

!
IChick & Jean Dunca

|
[Olivia Deweese.

;Mike Reffett

Sun 8:00 AM, 3/14/2010

Jeanne Freeman
Pat Freeman
Delores Folz

_Michael Elpers

Kathy Fehrenbacher
John Manger
Allen Whitehouse

Sun 10:30 AM, 3/14/2010

Cecilia Koch
Darlene Appler

Donna Gaupel
1
—

Mandy Elpers

|Cara Kuester

Megan Schneider
Mark Tavior

IKen Rickelman Family |

igﬁairl'es Cook Family

Dan l:§_3 her Family

Tom & §and¥7§avagg

Greg Head Family
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LET'S SHOW OUR APPRECIATION FOR OUR SPONSORS BY SUPPORTING THEIR BUSINESSES



St. Joseph Catholic Church
Vanderburgh County

6202 West Saint Joseph Road
Evansville, IN 47720

OFFICE: 963-3273 Fax: 963-6254
SCHOOL: 963-3335 Fax: 963-3337
CONVENT: 963-5731 PRAYER CHAIN: 963-3149
www. stjoeco.org
Fr. Gene SchroedePastor
E-mail gschroeder@evdio.org
Ms. Sharon VogleDRE
E-mail svogler@evdio.org
Ms. Kristan GillesDirector of Music
E-mail kgilles@evdio.org
Mrs. Melba WildermaRrincipal
E-mail mwilderman@evdio.org
Mrs. Julie KempfSecretary
E-mail jkempf@evdio.org
Mrs. Amy Meyer
Sacramental Preparation
Mr. Dave Richter: Custodian
E-mail drichter@evdio.org

(Continued from page 1) Pastor's Column cont.
the pain of others better. So what do we do. We do the
next thing. Or, as some of the saints have reminded us,
we do the work that is before us. So we collect money
for our brothers and sisters in Haiti. As we are able,
some of us make plans to be part of a mission trip to
hook up a generator, we sponsor children for school and
in all of this we stand with people who are hurting and in
pain, not because we can make it all better but to re-
mind them and us that there is no greater gift than a
heart that understands.

Waiting in joyful hope is not about feeling particu-
larly happy, or contented or even joyful. It is standing in
the midst of our life circumstances and believing that
God is in all of it, making all things new again, or as St.
Paul reminds us, knowing that God makes all things work
to the good for those who believe.

I must admit that over these past few weeks | have
felt a little disjointed. On the one hand | am aware each
day of the terrible things that have happened in Haiti and
how their suffering makes anything we are dealing with
pale in comparison. But as | have worked with people to
raise money and medicines for Haiti, | have also found
myself trying to sell our last remaining lottery tickets,
worked with people to get a door repaired in school,
made plans to install new doors in church and began the
process of preparing next year’s parish budget.

It’s hard to hold all these things together. Is taking
care of our buildings as important as feeding people who
no longer have anything to eat? But without our build-
ings, we would not have a place to worship and a building
to help teach our children the ways of our faith. In the

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE
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end, it’s not really a matter of what is more important,it
simply is the work that is before us right now.

As we go about doing the work that is before us,
there are reminders of the greatness of God. One of
these was an email that | received from a catholic school
in Red Bank New Jersey, who heard about our efforts to
help people in Haiti by seeing it on our parish website. Is
putting time and effort into designing and maintaining a
website as important as feeding people who are home-
less? | don’t know, but without the website and the ef-
fort that went into it, would this partnership, which ulti-
mately benefits our brothers and sisters in Haiti, have
been possible?

In the end we do the work that is before us, the best
way that we can and we remember the last words of the
Our Father...for the kingdom and the power and the glory
are yours, now and forever. This is God’s work, this is
God’s world, this is God’s kingdom. It is not up to us to
know how everything is to work out. It is not even up to
us to make everything better ourselves. It is our role to
trust that God is in charge and God is making this work
out as it should. When we are willing to be instruments
in God’s hands, tremendous things can happen, even be-
yond what we can ask or imagine. God makes a way
where there is no way!

YOU CAN NOW RECEIVE OUR NEWSLETTER AND
BULLETIN ELECTRONICALLY. SEND YOUR EAMIL
ADDRESS TO gschroeder@evdio.org TO SIGN UP




