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ADVENT REFLECTIONS 
Fr. Gene Schroeder  

PASTOR 
    Advent is now upon us.  We hear again the 
great themesñStay awake, Be ready, Prepare 

the Way of the Lord.  As we try once again to unpack 
the meaning of these themes, I share with you these 
reflections from Fr. Richard Rohr from his book Prepar-
ing for Christmas:  Daily Meditations for Advent.  

Come Lord Jesus 
     òCome Lord Jesus, the Advent mantra, means that 
all of Christian history has to live out of a kind of delib-
erate emptiness, a kind of chosen non fulfillment.  Per-

fect fullness is always to come and we do 
not need to demand it now.  This keeps 
the field of life wide open and especially 
open to grace and to a future created by 
God rather than ourselves.  This is exactly 
what it means to òbe awakeó as the gospel 
urges us!   
      When we demand satisfaction of one 
another , when we demand any completion 
to history on our terms, when we demand 
that our anxiety or any dissatisfaction be 
taken away saying as it were, òWhy were-
nõt you this for me?  Why didnõt life do 
that for me? We are refusing to say òCome 
Lord Jesus.ó  We are refusing to hold out 
for the full picture that is always given by 
God. 
     òCome Lord Jesusó is a leap into a kind 
of freedom and surrender that is rightly 

called  the virtue of hope.  
The theological virtue of 
hope is the patient and 
trustful willingness to live 
without closure, without 
resolution and still be con-
tent and even happy be-
cause our satisfaction is 
now at another level and 
our Source is beyond our-
selves.  We are able to 
trust that he will come 
again, just as Jesus has 
come into our past, into 
our private dilemmas and 
into our suffering world.  

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE  
CHRISTMAS EVE SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24 
4:00 PM  Christmas Mass with Children 

9:00 PM  Christmas Midnight Mass  
(Choir Prelude at 8:30 pm) 

 
CHRISTMAS DAY SUNDAY, DEC.25 

9:00 AMðChristmas Day Mass 
 

FEAST OF MARY THE MOTHER OF GOD 
NEW YEARõS EVE 

SATURDAY,  DECEMBER 31  
MASS  at 5 pm 

 
NEW YEARõS DAY 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 1 
MASS AT 8 AND 10:30 AM 

 

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICES  
Communal Penance Services  

Wednesday Dec. 14th  7:00 PM   
Friday Dec. 16th  11:00 AM  

Opportunity for the private celebration of 
the Sacrament of  Reconciliation each Sat-

urday  4:00-4:40 PM 
If these times are not convenient, please 

call me at the office so that we can  
  set up a time that is convenient.       

Happy Advent ññFr. Gene  
 

Our Christian past then becomes our Christian prologue 
and òCome Lord Jesusó is not a cry of desperation but an 
assured shout of cosmic hope. 

Making Room Inside  
     The American Declaration of Independence says we 
have an òinalienable right ò to the pursuit of happiness.  
God created us to be happy and joyful :in this world and 
the next,ó and Jesus says the same several times  (John 14
-17),  The only difference between the two is that any 
happiness that is demanded from life never becomes hap-
piness because it is too narcissistically and self -consciously 
pursued.  The òjoy that world cannot giveó (John 14:27) 
always comes as a gift to those who wait for it, expect it 
and make room for it inside themselves .  The first is self 
assertion, the second is self -surrender.  The first is taking; 

(Continued on page 6) 
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      Again this year you are invited to 

remember your loved ones in a special 

way at Christmas by including their 

name(s) in the Christmas Flower Me-

morials.  Please send 

the name or names of 

people you want to 

remember to the parish office along 

with your donation to the parish office 

by Dec. 19.  The names will be printed 

in the Christmas bulletins. 

We gratefully acknowledge the following people 
who have made contributions to our parish  

 in memory of these loved ones.  

ST. JOSEPH CHURCH 
 IN MEMORY OF  

Elvin Stevens  

Leo & Marie Gumbel 
 

 IN MEMORY OF  

Jane Raben  

Amy Schneider  
 Roxanne Bradley 

 

 IN MEMORY OF  

Helen Hopster  

Marty Herrel  
 

 IN MEMORY OF  

Dorothy Wargel  

Lorraine Blanford  
Leroy & Rose Weiss 

Lori A. Stephan 

IN MEMORY OF  

Merl Hoefling  

Martin Seifert  

Gail Maurer 
 

ESTELLE AND JEROME 
SCHNEIDER HAITI 

 ENDOWMENT 
 IN MEMORY OF  

Charles Wolf  

Hank & June Preske 
Leo & Marie Gumbel 

 

ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL 
ENDOWMENT  
IN HONOR OF  

Larry & Donna  
Alsopõs 50th Wed-
ding Anniversary,  
Jon & Bernette Locklar  

St. Joseph Newsletter 6202 W. Saint Joseph Road,  Evans-
ville, IN 47720 December 1, 2011 Vol. 20, No. 12  Published 
monthly by St. Joseph Catholic Parish  Publisher:  Fr. Gene 
Schroeder,   Deadline:  15th of each month TO SUBMIT ARTI-
CLES Contact the rectory (963-3273)  or email gschroe-
der@evdio.org 

REMEMBERING  

Dorothy Wargel  
Oct. 9, 1934ññNov. 3, 2011 

    In her own quiet and yet deter-
mined way, Dorothy lived a full life 
devoted especially to her family.  
She was born in Union County, 
Kentucky on the same day that the 
St. Louis Cardinals won the World 

Series, led by the famous picture, Dizze Dean.  Appropri-
ately, her mom and dad, Robert and Mary Greenwell, 
named her Dorothy òDean,ó   She was the oldest of seven 
children.  When Dorothy was seven years old, her family 
moved to a farm on Fisher Road her in Evansville.  Dorothy 
attended St. Joe Grade School.  After school Dorothy 
worked at Kressgeõs in downtown Evansville and later at 
Woolworthõs in the North Park shopping center.   
       Dorothyõs dad was a big fan of racing and participated 
in several stock car races in the area.  With a little bit of 
this racing blood flowing through her veins, Dorothy drove a 
race car in several powder puff derbys as a young girl.   
     Through her Aunt Pat, Dorothy met a young man named 
Eugene Wargel.  They began their life -long journey when 
they were married on August 7, 1966 at St. Anthony Church.   
       Dorothy and Eugene welcomed three children in their 
life, daughters Carolyn and Sharon and son Raymond.   
       Dorothy loved being a mother.  Her life was filled with 
taking care of the children and supporting them through 
their various activities.  Her days were filled with all the 
household chores of cooking and cleaning and, in the sum-
mer time, planting a garden and harvesting the produce.  
She was a great cook and enjoyed having her extended fam-
ily for dinners and cookouts in the backyard.   
     Dorothy was a talented woman who could sew, crochet 
and quilt.  Many of her family members treasure the afghans 
she created.  Dorothy had a knack for growing flowers as 
well and the yard was full of beautiful flowers.   
      With her husband, Eugene, they traveled the country-
side  collecting antiques.  Eugene prided himself in finding 
great bargains.  Dorothy appreciated the lovely antiques 
that were displayed throughout her house.   
      As they grew older, Dorothy and Eugene welcomed their 
grandchildren into their lives and took delight in following 
their exploits.  Eugeneõs death in 1999 was a real blow to 
Dorothy.  But she soldiered on with her family and friends to 
help her.  She enjoyed gambling at different casinos and 
playing bingo at St. Joe in the city and the at the VFW.  She 
also enjoyed collecting angels.  Her house began to be filled 
with all kinds of different angels she had bought on her vari-
ous trips with family and friends.  
    The last year of Dorothyõs life was especially challenging.  
Last January, after a snow storm, Dorothy went out to get 
the mail, fell and broke her leg.  What was initially a pretty 
simple surgery to repair her broken leg turned into an eight 
month stay in various hospitals.  Throughout this ordeal, her 
children faithfully accompanied her.  For the last eight 
weeks of her life, they brought Dorothy home and cared for 

her until her death on November 3.  
    We remember Dorothy for her love for life, her 
spirit of hospitality, her love for her family and for 
her sense of humor and desire to have fun.  We pray 
that these cherished memories will sustain her chil-
dren and grandchildren in the years ahead.  And we 
pray that Dorothy will now enjoy the fullness of life in 
Godõs kingdom with her husband Eugene, her parents 
and her relatives and friends.      
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ALTAR SOCIETY  

CHRISTMAS PARTY  
THURSDAY DEC. 9   6 PM   

All women of the parish are  
 invited to join them.  

 Call Jan Hermann (480 -5710) or the parish office 
(963 -3273) for reservations  

        This year, with the economy being as it is and with 
so many being in need, we have chosen to ask those at-
tending to bring a monetary gift for St. Vincent DePaul 
Food Pantry in lieu of our usual gift exchange.  You may 
also choose to bring a gift for a state hospital patient.  
This should be wrapped and marked for gender as well as 
size.  No glass containers of any kind.  

 ST. ANNE ALTAR SOCIETY IS SELLING  
RADA KNIVES.  These make nice Christmas 
gifts, wedding gifts, or bridal shower gifts 
and of course for your own personal use!  

Place your order by calling Imogene (963 -5221).   

REMEMBERING  
ST. JOSEPH PARISH 

WITH AN END  
OF THE YEAR  

CONTRIBUTION           
At the heart of our beloved par-
ish, the St. Joseph Church Car-

penter Society is building a firm financial foundation that 
will serve our parish community well into the future.  

Many of us come from families who have raised their chil-
dren, and who have experienced the financial demands 
of life, and so we can  fully appreciate the need for fi-

nancial security.  
        St. Joseph Parish has been an integral part of each 
of our lives, and we are committed to leaving our parish 
better off than we found it.  In pursuit of that goal, we 
invite each of you, to join in making a year -end gift to 
one or more of our parish endowments.  What a special 
way for us to show our love for the church that has 
meant so much to each of us.  By making a gift to one of 
our parish endowments (they are all listed below) you 
will be  providing  an increasing stream of income for our 
parish that goes on forever.           

St. Joseph Parish Endowment  
St. Joseph School Endowment  

St. Joseph Cemetery Endowment  
Fr. Fred Niehaus Endowment   

Estelle and Jerome Schneider Haiti Endowment  
George and Bette Duncan Endowment  
Winie Schu School Kitchen Endowment  

Dossett -Horak Liturgy Endowment  
Theresa Baehl Youth Ministry Endowment  

Leroy & Marilyn Jochum Haiti Endowment     
SPRED Endowment for Religious Education  

Bob and Mark Kay Fehrenbacher  
 Family Charitable Endowment  

Clarence and Catherine Miller Family  
 Cemetery Endowment  

Urban and Betty Will Parish Landscaping Endowment  
Frances Miller Parish Endowment  

Jim and Dolores Niemeier  
Parish Maintenance Endowment  

           One way you can gift our parish endowments is 
through a distribution from your IRA.  Normally, a distri-
bution from your IRA is taxed as ordinary income. How-
ever, tax legislation just enacted extends the opportunity 
throughout 2011 for individuals 70½ or older to make a 
direct distribution from your IRA to a qualified charity, 
such as your parish or an endowment. Such qualified di-
rect distributions to charity from your IRA are not subject 
to income tax!   
         For information on how to add to an existing en-
dowment or if you are considering creating your own 
Catholic Legacy, please contact the Parish office (963 -
3273).  May Christ continue to richly bless you during this 
holy season and always.  

    
 
      One group of faithful workers in our 
parish is our faithful mowing crews.  Not 
only do their efforts save us thousands of 
dollars in labor costs, but also their ef-
forts have made our parish campus look-

ing beautiful.  So now we take this time to extend a big 
thanks to them.  Special thanks to Mark Schmitt for 
servicing all the mowers, trimmers and leaf blowers!  

Guy Smith 
Rob Hahn 

Jean and Chick Duncan 
Gary Gries 
Dan Lasher 

Don and Alice Weis 
Dave Fehrenbacher 

Chris Moutoux 
Thomas Feller 

Bob and Mark Kay 
 Fehrenbacher 

Steve Muensterman 
Ron Eickhoff 
Danny Kares 

Brad Dick 
Terry Drone 

Carroll Knight  
Tom Elsner 

Paul Stewart 
Kevin Hartz 

Alan Blankenberger 
Lisa Douglas 
Matt Ubelhor  

Mike Ennis 
Allen Rexing 

Pat and Shari Kempf 

Bob Beshears 
Ryan Dewig 

Steve and Marcia Frey 
Ryan Frey 

Ron Angermeier 
Jim and Jane Scheller 

Butch Feulner 
Tom Folz 

Sr. Bridget Arnold  
Jeff Owens 
Jerry Happe 
Fred Gries 

Don Baumgart Family 
Rich Harpenau 

Herman Schmitt Jr. Family  
Max Williams 
Steve Jung 

Ted Zirkelbach 
Mike Forcum 
Mark Schmitt 

Nathan Schmitt  
Bob Baehl 

Larry Happe 
Dave Schlichting 

John Manger 
Phil Dosher 

http://www.radamfg.com/
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Amy Deig  
Amy is the daughter of Kitty and Matt 
Deig.  She has one sister, Lindsey, who is 
an eighth grader at St. Joseph School.  
Amyõs extended family has very much 
been a part of her life growing up.  òWe 
have Christmas Eve with momõs side of 
the family at our house. We exchange 
gifts from each other and have a big din-
ner.  Mom and grandma cook.  We have 

Thanksgiving with dadõs side of the family.  This is usually 
at grandma and grandpa Deigõs house.ó  Until just this 
year, Amy was able to spend vacation time with her ex-
tended family.  òWe would go to Indian Rocks Beach in 
Florida every year with momõs family.  This started when 
mom was a kid.  It was cool to see my cousins.  My aunt 
(momõs sister) lives in New Hampshire.  We try to visit 
them every other summer.ó  Family traditions with grand-
parents are very important.  òAll of my grandparents have 
come to my events and school musicals.  Every birthday, 
grandma Deig makes us the cake we want.  Sheõs a great 
cook.  Grandma Coy takes us on an eighth grade trip.  My 
cousin and I went to California.  Grandma has a sister who 
lives in San Diego.  We went there and to Los Angeles.ó   
      Amy is a senior at Mater Dei High School. She has 
been very active in her years at Mater Dei.  As a senior, 
Amy is an Ambassador here for St. Joseph School, a mem-
ber of the Service Club, Student Council, and Dance Mara-
thon Committee.  She is also an Eucharistic minister.  As a   
junior, Amy was a member of the Skills for Life Team and 
served on the Prom Committee.  She was a member of 
the choir her freshman year.  Amy has been in Band and 
Theater all four years of high school.  Academically, Amy 
has been on the Honor Roll all four years of high school.  
The Dance Cats have also been a big part of Amyõs high 
school career.  She has been a member of the Dance Cats 
for four years.  The Dance Cats perform with the band 
and at basketball games. Amy has been dancing since she 
was five years old.  You may remember her dancing with 
the Childrenõs Center for Dance Education while she was 
in school here at St. Joseph.  She used to perform in the 
Nutcracker performance.  As for classes, òMy favorite 
class is aerobics.  We also do yoga, kickboxing and Pi-
lates.  My least favorite class would be pre -calculus.  Iõm 
taking it now.ó  Memories of her high school years include 
going to State in Band the last two years.  òLast year we 
placed fourth and this year we placed seventh.ó  The 
Dance Team went to Nationals sophomore year.  òBeing in 
Footloose - it was definitely my favorite musical.ó  Christ-
mas dances and prom ð òthose are really fun.ó 
       After high school, Amy plans to attend Murray State 
University or IU.  òI am considering a major in elementary 
education or speech therapy.   I want to work with chil-
dren.ó   Amy sees herself coming back to Evansville after 
college.  òI am a home body.  I want to be around family 
and my grandparents.  I would want my children to have 

that experience.ó  
      Amyõs hobbies include, òdance ð òI hope to do some-
thing with dance on the side as a hobby as I get older.  I 
like to read.  Two of my favorite authors are Jodi Picoult 
and Diane Chamberlain.  I like to scrapbook, especially 
making scrapbooks for other people.ó   Two summers 
ago, Amy worked for the Otters.  Last summer, she 
worked here for the St. Joseph Day Camp.  òI hope to 
work here again this summer.ó   
     Amy has lived in the St. Joseph community since she 
was six months old.  òSt. Joseph is a close community.  
You know most people.  When I go to church I know al-
most everyone there.  People are very helpful.  If some-
one is in need, everyone pitches in to help.  I like living 
out here because it is peaceful but you are close enough 
to the west side.ó   
     Memories of growing up at St. Joe include the sum-
mer socials and going to church every Sunday.  Amy has 
shared her time and talents working at the summer social 
in the kitchen and childrenõs tent, helping at fish frys 
and the concession stand during basketball season. She 
has also been a volunteer at Vacation Bible School.  
       Words or Wisdom and Encouragement ð òGo into high 
school with an open mind.  Try any clubs even if they are 
not your favorite.  You might end up liking it and you 
meet a ton of people.  Come in with a positive attitude 
and be nice to everyone.  Treat others the way you want 
to be treated.  Treat them with respect. Work really 
hard in the beginning so you donõt have to try to get 
grades up later.  Itõs really hard to do that.ó   

 
Ramie Rahman  

      Ramie is the son of Shirrie and Jeremy Hays and 
Dussti and Jamal Rahman.  He has one brother, Rakyn, 
who is in fourth grade at Cynthia Heights.  They have 
been members of St. Joseph Parish for the past three 

INTRODUCING OUR HIGH 

SCHOOL SENIORS    Sharon  Vogler  

BUY  SCRIP AFTER ALL THE 
WEEKEND MASSES! 

DONõT KNOW WHAT TO GIVE THAT  

SPECIAL PERSON?  WHY NOT BUY THEM A  
 



The Carpenter ðDecember, 2011  Page  5  

years.  Ramie has lived in Evans-
ville most of his life.  Ramieõs fa-
ther, Jamal, is from Malaysia, and 
they lived in Malaysia when Ramie 
was young.  Ramie travels there 
every other year for three weeks to 
spend time with his extended fam-
ily.  òDad has seven brothers and 
sisters.  I have forty -five cousins 
that I visit.  We use some technol-

ogy to stay in touch.ó  Their family enjoys vacation time 
they are able to spend together.  òWe vacation in Pa-
nama City Beach, Florida and go to Disney World.ó  They 
have dinner as a family as many times as possible during 
the week.  òThis is very important to mom.ó   For the 
holidays - Christmas, Easter and Thanksgiving ð òwe 
gather at Aunt Vickyõs (momõs sister).  Ramie enjoys 
snowboarding with his dad.  òDad took me when I was 
eight years old. We go to Paoli Peaks at least twenty -five 
times a year.  This year we are going to Colorado.ó  
Ramie said that he is a hat person.  òI collect hats.  I 
currently have about ten hats.  I donõt just collect them, 
I wear them. He received a cherished hat from his grand-
father.  òI went to papaõs after school until mom or dad 
could pick me up.  We were very close.  We went on va-
cation with him.  Papa even went to Malaysia with us.ó  
Ramie received a cherished hat from his grandfather.   
       Ramie is a senior at Reitz High School.  He is a four 
year member of the Student Council.  He is also a four 
year member of the Reitz football team.  He has let-
tered in football the past three years.  òI started playing 
football in 5 th grade.  I was really, really bad.  I hated it 
a lot.  I didnõt want to go back.  I went back the next 
year.  I was better.  I was one of two sophomores who 
played in the State game sophomore year.ó  Ramie re-
ceived All city academic honors for football and Kiwanisõ 
player of the week.  Ramie played on the Reitz lacrosse 
team last year, and he plans to play again this year.  
This will be only the second year for the lacrosse team at 
Reitz.  Academically, Ramie has been magna cum laude 
on the honor roll all four years.  He currently has a 4.0 
GPA.  He is a two year member of the National Honor 
Society.  Highlights of Ramieõs four years of high school 
include, òwinning State sophomore year.  Hearing my 
name called, and everyone there.  I like seeing the peo-
ple around me grow up with me.  I wanted to make my 

high school years memorable so I wasnõt just another per-
son going there.  We had the first ever rave for the home-
coming dance last year.  We had laser lights, fog, strobe 
lights, and our own playlist.ó     
      After high school, Ramie will be going to Indiana Uni-
versity.  òI will be majoring in medicine with a minor in 
psychology.  I am going to be a pediatrician.  I have wanted 
to be a pediatrician since I was in fifth grade.ó  Ramie will 
not be playing football in college.  òI plan to participate in 
intramurals in college.  I am looking forward to being a 
ôRowdyõ at the college games.ó   
      Ramie describes himself as a driven person.  òI will 
accomplish anything I put my mind to.  There is no such 
thing as luck.  If you doubt yourself, itõs not going to hap-
pen.  I like to win.  I like to be happy.  I have accomplished 
most of my personal goals since I was in middle school.ó  
Ramie played baseball when he was young.  òI was terrible 
at it so I moved on.ó  He has a brown belt in karate.  When 
he is not busy with school and sports, Ramie enjoys playing 
disc golf and sand volleyball.  òI enjoy them because they 
are a sport that requires skill and not all that pressure.  
Snowboarding is my favorite hobby by far.  I rode dirt bikes 
until last year.ó  Ramie loves to cook.  òI thought of being 
a chef.  My favorite food to make is a quesadilla from 
scratch.   I make a lot of breakfast foods.  I like to experi-
ment.ó   
       Ramie worked the past three summers at his auntõs 
restaurant.   òI cooked, took orders, made deliveries.  I 
met a lot of people.ó  He is currently looking to work at a 
local grocery store.    
      About Life in Evansville ð òThere are good people.  It is 
good to grow up with the people here.  It is a very family 
oriented community.  The west side has a lot of traditions.  
You can only get Ski in Evansville.ó 
       Words of Wisdom and Encouragement ð òBe friends 
with everybody.  Donõt think friends now are the only 
friends you will ever have.  It is nice to walk through the 
halls and talk with people.  Try everything once.  You 
never know what you might be good at if you never try and 
figure out what you are good at.ó 

SHOW OFF YOUR TALENT AND HELP  
MARIAN EDUCATIONAL OUTREACH  

AT THE SAME TIME 
    Auditions for the MEO Tri -Sate Idol 

Festivities will be held at Mater Dei on January 26, 2012 
or at Memorial on January 30, 2012.  Contestants must 
be 17 years old.  Cash prizes will be awarded.  Six final-
ists will compete at the MEO Gala on April 20, 2012.  For 
more information contact Beverly Williamson at bwil-
liamson@evdio.org. or Mary Jo Kaiser (483-4675) 

     

Catholic Education Foundation tuition  
application are now available from the 
Mater Dei School Office, our parish of-
fice or through the  Mater Dei High 
School website.  Go to www.materdeiwildcats.com ; se-
lect òProspective Students, then òTuition and Financial 
Assistanceó.   
      Completed applications may be sent electronically to 
cef@evdio.org or sent by mail or delivered personally to 
the CEF office.  This year the priority deadline for ap-
plications will be December 15, 2011.  Applications 
must include estimated 2011 income and financial infor-
mation .  By March 15 2012, send tax returns and W -2õs 
electronically or in hard copy to verify estimated 2011 
information.   CEF applications are  available at the 
school and parish office.  
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HAVE YOU  BOUGHT YOU R  

ST. JOE  LOTTERY TICKET!   
Cost is $75.  All those who purchased tickets 

last year should have received an invitation to pur-

chase a ticket again this year.  Tickets are also avail-

able at the Parish Office (963-3273).   

           Tickets are now on sale for the MATER DEI/

MEMORIAL ANNUAL ñBUY A TICKET FOR 

THE TRADITIONò LOTTERY.  Monthly prizes are 

$10,000, $1500, $1000 and $500.  If you win, 

you are still eligible for future drawings.  

There are 48 chances to win. Each ticket is 

$100.  For tickets call Ron Angermeier at 867

-2611, St. Joe School Office at 963-3335, or 

Parish office at 963-3273. 

the second is receiving.  There are two entirely differ-
ent human dynamics.   You do no catch a butterfly by 
chasing it; you sit still and it alights on your shoulder.  
Then it chooses you.  That is true happiness.   
     When we set our to seek our private happiness, we 
often create an idol that is sure to topple.  Any at-
tempts to protect any full and private happiness in the 
midst of so much public suffering  have to be based on 
illusion about the nature of the world we live in.  We 
can only do that if we block ourselves from a certain 
degree of reality and refuse solidarity with òthe older 
side ò of everything, even the other side of ourselves. 
     Both sides of life are good and necessary teachers; 
in fact, failure and mistake teach us much more than 
our success.  Failure and success were often called òthe 

two hands of Godó or the òpaschal 
mystery.ó  It takes struggles with 
both our darkness and our light to 
form us into full children of God, 
but of course we especially resist 
the òleft hand of Godó  which is 
normally some form of suffering 
(read loss of control).  It was the 
suffering of the Roman centurionõs 
servant  that brought the centu-
rion out of his comfortable house 

and that invited Jesus into that house!  Suffering and 
the solidarity with the suffering of others has the im-
mense capacity to òmake roomó inside of us.  It is 
probably our primary teacher  

Waiting in Darkness  
     Darkness in our world will never totally disappear in 
our lives.  But, as we hear in Johnõs gospel, òthe light 
shines on inside the darkness  and the darkness will not 
overcome it.ó (John 1:5).  Such is the Christian belief  
in paradox and mystery.   

(Continued from page 1)      We must all hope and work to elimi-
nate darkness, especially in many of the 
great social issues of our time .  We 
wish world hunger could be eliminated.  
We wish we could stop wasting the 
earthõs resources on armaments.  We 
wish we could stop killing people from 
womb  to tomb.  But at a certain point , 
we have to surrender to the fact that 
darkness has always been here, and the 
only real question is how to receive the 
light and spread the light.  That is not 
capitulation any more than the cross was capitulation.  It 
is real transformation into the the absolute unique charac-
ter and program of the Risen Christ.   
     What we need to do is  recognize what is in fact dark-
ness and then learn to live in creative and courageous re-
lationship to it.  In other words, donõt name darkness 
light. Donõt name darkness good, which is the seduction 
that has happened to many of our people on both left and 
right.  They have not been taught wisdom and discernment 
for the most part.  The most common way to release our 
inner tensions is to cease calling darkness darkness and to 
present it is passable light .  Another way to release your 
inner tension is to stand angrily, obsessively against it but 
then you become a mirror image of it.  Everyone can usu-
ally see this but you!  
     Our Christian wisdom is to name the darkness as dark-
ness and the Light as light and to learn how to live and 
work in the light so that darkness does not overcome us.  
If we live a pie -in-the-sky, everything -is-beautiful atti-
tude, we are in fact going to be trapped by the darkness  
because we are not seeing clearly enough to separate the 
wheat from the chaff (the more common òliberaló tempta-
tion).  Conversely, if we can only see the darkness and 
forget the more foundational Light, we will be destroyed 
by our own negativity and fanaticism, or we will naively 
think we are apart from the darkness (the more common 
òconservativeó temptations).  Instead we must wait and 
work with hope inside of the darkness ñwhile never doubt-
ing the light that God always is ñand that we are too 
(Matthew 5:14)  That is the narrow birth canal of God into 
the world ñthrough  darkness and into an even greater 
Light.  

GREAT LOVE AND GREAT SUFFERING 
     It is increasingly striking to me how much Jesus talks 
about seeing, hearing, listening and not being blind.  I 
used to think he was pointing to hard hearted and wicked 
people, certainly not ordinary folks like you and me.  The 

(Continued on page 7) 

Flowers and More is now offering our 
parish 8% cash back on every local order 
when you mention St. Joseph Parish at 
the time of your purchase.  This includes 
everyday occasions, weddings, events, 

and funeral arrangements.  We can work directly with you or 
the funeral home if you have pre -arrangements made.  Call Bob 
Jacobs and friends at 424-8931. 
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longer I have worked with people, however, the more 
that I see it is cultural and institutional blindness that 
keeps most of us from deeper seeing and not usually per-
sonal bad will.  We mostly think like everybody around us 
thinks unless we have taken some real inner journeys of 
love, prayer and suffering.  Without great love and/or 
great suffering, human consciousness remains largely at 
the flight or fright, either/or, all or nothing level.  This 
dualistic mind, that we can prove is the lowest form of 
brain function, will never be able to access, much less 
deal with really big things that are invariably 
òmysterious.ó   

      What are the big things?  I would 
list love , freedom, evil, God, eternity, 
nonviolence, forgiveness, grace and 
mercy.  These the dualistic mind can-
not comprehend, and in fact, it usually 
gets them utterly wrong because they 
each have a paradoxical character that 
demands some degree of non-dual 
thinking.   
     Jesus is talking today to all of us, 
and not just to those really bad people 

out there.   We can be very sincere, good willed, and 
even want to be loving, but the big issues will still bring 
us to the blindness and deafness that Jesus talks about.  
It is largely great love and great suffering that create 
spiritual listening and larger seeing.  Mere belief systems 
and church services do not of themselves assure such 
transformation.  This is surely why Jesus criticizes the 
peopleõs inability to understand the law and the prophets 
which they all òbelieved inó but did not really under-
stand at all.    

(Continued from page 6) 

      The ten members of our  recent 
mission group to our sister parish in 
Haiti returned after spending a very 
successful week working with the 
people of St. James Parish.  The 
scope of their activities included 
working in the dental clinic, con-
necting with the children in the 
school especially those who are part 
of our student sponsorship 
program, working with the 
children in the sewing classes 
and helping to get our new 
water filtration systems oper-
ating.  
       Sheri Powers used her 
expertise as a dental hygienist 
to treat people every day in 
the dental clinic.  Diane Moll 
continued to work with the 
home economics class to pro-
duce cloth purses which we 
have brought back to sell.  
The money raised from these 
sales is given back to the stu-
dents who made them.  
      Olivia Deweese and sev-
eral other members of the 
group worked with the  stu-
dents in school.  Weõve 
been very fortunate to 
sponsor one hundred sixty-
five students.  Several of 
them are moving on to thir-
teenth grade, which in-
volves going to anther 
school and several more 
have moved on to Notre 
Dame College.  We have 
been trying to work to pro-
vide the additional money 
needed to help these stu-
dents stay in school.  
     A big part of the work 
of this mission group was 
continuing the work of 
getting our water filtra-
tion systems working.  
Jeff Happe, Todd Powers 
and crew were able to 
get the water filtration 
system at the health 
clinicõs well working.  As 
a result, members of the 
town have been able to get clean water from this well. 

(Continued on page 12) 

 
 

¶     Lauren Karcher and Amelia Reckelhoff were mem-
bers of the Mater Dei Spell Bowl team that finished 7th 
statewide.  

¶     Jacob Hahn and Amelia Reckelhoff were members 
of the Mater Dei Academic Challenge time.  

¶      Evan Collins was the first quarter contest winner 
in World Geography and Psychology Classes 

¶     Amy Deig, Olivia Deweese and Sarah Kercher 
serve on the Mater Dei Student Council.  

¶      Blake Maurer , a four time IHSAA wrestling state 
champ is being inducted into the Mater Dei Athletic Hall 
of Fame.   

¶      Congratulations to Jessica Kelley, Michelle 
Schmitt, Amy Deig, Danielle Schmitt, Abigail Strat-
man, Tanner Rexing, Lucan Schapker, Nathan Werner  
and Abigail Tenhumberg who were members of the 
Mater Dei Band which advanced to the state band com-
petition and finished seventh in the state.  

¶ Jacob Weinzapfel recently completed his Eagle Scout 
project of making shelves for the local Ronald McDonald 
House.   



MM ISSIONISSION   OOUTREACHUTREACH   
     No one person can do or be everything for everyone.  But 

each of us can, in the words of Mother Theresa, ñdo small 

things with great love.ò  Remembering these words, you are 

invited to consider the following opportunities to serve. 
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ST. VINCENT dePAUL FOOD PANTRY  
CONTRIBUTIONS ARE GREATLY NEED      

Each day there are families in Evansville who do not 
have enough to eat.    They are often the invisible 
needy, because they have jobs and  work hard at trying 
to provide a living for their families.  But their finan-
cial resources are not enough to provide food for their 
meals.  And the number of these families grows each 
month.  

             You can help make a real 
difference in the lives of people here 
in the Evansville area through your 
contributions of food stuffs for the 
food pantry.  You can also make a 
monetary contribution to the food 
pantry.  For every dollar they re-
ceive, they are able to purchase over 

$10 worth of food.   

YOU ARE INVITED TO BRING YOUR  
CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE FOOD PANTRY  

EACH WEEKEND AT MASS 
      The St. Vincent De Paul Food Pantry is always look-
ing for people who will help process the food requests, 
pick up food for use at the food pantry and prepare the 
packages of food for families.  Call Sr. Donna Marie 
Herr, the Director of the Food Pantry, (424 -3485) for 
more information about how you can help.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
      This month, Catholics throughout the United States are 
being invited to participate in the collection for the Retire-
ment Fund for Religious.    
      There was a time, in the history of our parish, when 
the Franciscan nuns who taught in our school, went several 
years without receiving any pay at all.  Even when they 
were paid, the amount of money they received was very 
smallñabout $350 a year.  Yet, they came to teach and to 
serve us.   
     Much the same can be said about the Benedictine nuns 
who taught many of our parishioners at Mater Dei.    Now 
many of these women are old and in need of much care.  
The cost for their care far exceeds their resources.  That is 
why we are invited to give to this special collection..  To-
gether, as a Church, we can  honor their faithfulness by 
being faithful ñand generousñin return.       There are spe-
cial envelopes in your regular monthly packet of envelopes.   

 

You can  give blood at the American Red Cross Blood Services 
Collection Center 29 South Stockwell Road Evansville, IN   47714 

Collection hours Monday through Thursday ï 10 AM to 6 PM 
Friday ï 7 AM to 3 PM        Saturday ï 9 AM to 1 PM 

       Catholic Charities Christmas Giv-
ing Program can use your help.  They  
can also use gift cards and gas cards 
for those who find themselves in fi-
nancial need in the days prior to 
Christmas due to an emergency or 
crisis.  If you wish to volunteer for 
the Christmas Giving Program or to 
donate, please call Terry Latner -
Ubelhor at Catholic Charities at 812 -423-5456 E-
mail:   tluebelhor@evansville-diocese.org. 

HELPING FAMILIES IN NEED IN OUR PARISH  

Throughout the year, we get requests for helping families 
in our parish.  Over the past months we have seen an in-
crease in the number of requests coming to us.  These 
needs include such things as help with rent, utility bills, 
medical bills, food and gas.  
        Sometimes people want to do something for families 
at Christmas.  One thing  that families and individuals can 
do at Christmas or any time of the year is to make contri-
butions to our Parish Needy Fund.  People can also pur-
chase SCRIP cards for gas, food, prescriptions and the 
like.  That way, when people come by we can give them 
a SCRIP card to help them out.  Whatever  you choose to 
do will be fine.  Your help is always needed.  

 

 

      MATCHING GRANT    $5,000 

      RAISED TO DATE        $1,433 

   Help us meet our goal by acting now.  All contributions 

will be matched 100%.  You may put your contributions in 

the Sunday collection or send them to the parish office.   



The Carpenter ðDecember, 2011  Page  9 


