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and personnel efforts in our parish were directed to 
the ministry of Catholic education.  Our parish has 
been blessed with the dedicated efforts of Sharon Vo-
gler who lead a dedicated group of catechists in pro-
viding Religious Education Formation for members of 
our parish.  The Sunday Morning Religious Education 
classes and Family Sessions, the Sunday morning Chil-
drenõs Liturgy of the Word, sacramental preparation 
programs for First Reconciliation, First Communion and 
Confirmation,  RCIA sessions, Bible Study Groups and 
small faith sharing groups and most recently Vacation 
Bible School were the venues where this formation 
happened.  Amy Meyerõs assistance as the coordinator 
for sacramental programs was invaluable in these ef-
forts.  
      Melba Wilderman led a group of faculty and staff 
members as they continued the one hundred thirty 
seven year tradition of providing a Catholic school in 
our parish.  They have worked very hard in creating an 
environment where faith and learning can go hand in 
hand.  The daily tasks of teaching math, science, read-
ing, history were augmented with opportunities for 
speech, academic teams, music, theater and athletic 
endeavors.  Of course none of this would be possible 
without the assistance of an army of parent and parish 
volunteers who coached teams, did playground supervi-

(Continued on page 2) 

     Each year, as we come to end of our 
fiscal year, I try to give a report to our 
parish about the past year in the life of 
our parish.  Our fiscal year is changing 
this year from a September 1 -August 31 
to a July 1 -June 30 format.  So this year 
we have an abbreviate 10 month period 

to report on.  The old nautilus term òsteady as she goesó 
seems an appropriate metaphor to describe the state of 
our parish this past year.  
      We are a òdoingó parish who find it easy to do the 
òhands onó tasks that make up the life of our parish.  And 
there has been much òdoingó and many òhands onó efforts 
that have occurred this past year.  In the midst of all this, 
it is important to recall that all this òdoingó and òhands on 
taskó have, as their  goal, helping us to transform our 
hearts and minds so that we may Jesusõ compassion, 
mercy, love, patience and forgiveness in our world.  To 
the extent that our òdoingó helps us to be Christõs pres-
ence in the world it is a good  and necessary thing.    
       All that we do as a parish centers around our gather-
ing together to celebrate the Eucharist every week.  Gath-
ering for this sacred meal gives us the strength we need to 
be Christ in our world.  We are blessed to have Kristin 
Gilles working with us and for us as our Director of Liturgy.  
Her kind and gentle ways of working with people has made 
our prayer so much more full of meaning.  This past year 

we celebrated with twenty -
six young boys and girls as 
they received their First 
Holy Communion.  We re-
joiced with fifteen young 
men and women as they 
celebrated the Sacrament of 
Confirmation.  We joined in 
celebrating the gift of new 
life with twenty families as 
they brought their children 
to be baptized and with  
three people who were bap-
tized and received into the 
church.   We celebrated the 
marriage of six couples and 
we  celebrated the Mass of 
Resurrection with nine peo-
ple.   
      Much of our financial 
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Join us for a fabulous 
lunch and a superb shop-
ping opportunity as we 
offer designer, vintage, 
and celebrity handbags 
for your pleasure!  All 

purses are new or gently 
used.  Tickets are $30.  

Call the parish office for  
tickets.  Get yours today and join us as we 

help our brothers and sisters in Haiti.  
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sion, provided office assistance as well as assistance to 
each of the classroom teachers, not to mention conduct-
ing a number of fundraisers that provided much needed 
money for classroom activities,  books and classroom 
supplies and athletic supplies among other things.   
     The work of our ministry of education has been aided 
by the work of our Religious Education Commission and 
School Board.  Many of the details that are necessary to 
facilitate the day to day operation of our ministry of edu-
cation have been worked out by efforts of the members 
of these groups. 
      Through the efforts of our Religious Education Com-
mission, we continued to keep in contact with the youth 
of our parish.  Compiling senior profiles and providing 
care packages for our college students were some of the 
ways they did this.  
      Our parish has had a long history of outreach to those 
beyond our parish boundaries.  This yearõs efforts added 
to this legacy.  Here are some of the ways  these efforts 
unfolded this past year:  weekly contributions to our St. 
Vincent DePaul Food Pantry, periodic blood drives, con-
tributions to national and international collections coor-
dinated by the Catholic Church, local collections to such 
things as the Little Sisters of the Poor, our yearly Diaper 
Bag Express to support the work of Birthright, our annual 
Sausage for the Homeless Campaign, helping at the Soup 
Kitchen at St. Johnõs.  Our school and religious education 
programs continued their efforts to create an awareness 
of the needs of others through the Learning to Live Sim-
ply Campaign.  This years members of the Daughters of 
Charity and the Sisters of St. Francis shared their experi-
ence of working with people in the foreign missions.   
      This year we continued our efforts to help support 
the work of  Mary Mother of God Parish in Vladivostok.  
Our work has been focused on supporting their outreach 
efforts to the young students who are attending college 
in Vladivostok.   
      Our work with and for the people of St. James Parish 
in Haiti continued as well.  Along with monthly contribu-
tions, we also expanded our efforts to educate young 
students through our Student Sponsorship Program.  This 
year over 140 students were sponsored.  Much of our ef-
forts this year were focused on helping the people of 
Plaine du Nord deal with the cholera epidemic that 
struck last December.  We collected much needed medi-
cal supplies, and gallons of bleach to provide a first line 
of defense.  Working with folks from the United Nations 
as well as doctors from Cuba and Brazil we helped set up 
an emergency treatment center that treated over 12,000 
people.  Our long term efforts involved establishing wa-
ter filtration units at the parish.  Six different groups of 
people traveled to Haiti over this past year to work with 
the people of St. James Parish.  
      Our Finance and Administration Commission contin-
ued their work of overseeing the money your contribute 

and taking care of the buildings on our parish campus.  
They have tried very hard to make sure that the money 
your give is used wisely and well.  That amount of money, 
even in our shortened ten -month fiscal year is over one 
million dollars.  On page three of our newsletter you will 
find a summarized version of our fiscal report for the 
year.  This year end report is some skewed because it 

(Continued on page 12) 

      No generation has seen the technological innovation 
experienced by the young Church today.   Text messages, 
Facebook, Twitter, Skype and a variety of other tech-
nologies connect you to your friends in ways your par-
ents, and certainly your grandparents, can't under-
stand.  So, when someone you went to third grade with 
can reach you immediately, why can't God?   When a 
1,000 people are immediately updated on your Facebook 
status, why does it often seem that God has no idea when 
you're hurting?  No one can give you all the answers about 
how God reaches out to you, but when technology seems 
to over -run your life, there is an "app" than can help.  

         Join Bishop Charles Thompson , speaker Chris Ste-
fanick , and a few hundred high school youth from around 

the Diocese of Evansville on Sunday, Sep-
tember 18th  at the Catholic Center  as we 
try to find a balance between all the 
things that are a part of everyday life and 
our relationship with God.   There are ways 
to balance our highly technological lives 
with God's call as members of the 

Church.  Yeah, there's an "app" for that .  
      Contact Sharon Vogler (963-3273) or email her at svo-
gler@evdio.org to get on the list for Diocesan Youth Rally 
2011.  There will be plenty of food, inflatable games, 
volleyball, cornhole, music, and fun.   Bishop Thompson 
will be celebrating Mass, and this will be the first chance 
for many of us to see our new Bishop in action.   Chris Ste-
fanick will be joining us from Denver, Colorado --If you've 
never heard Chris sing and talk before, you've got to join 
us on September 18th!  Chris is a nationally -known author 
and speaker with a great ability to talk to you without 
talking down  to you.   You can read more about Chris by 

visiting his website:   http://www.chris -stefanick.com/  

http://www.chris-stefanick.com/
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Charity Gaming Account $492.00 

School Account  $17,105.71 

Pre School Account $29,248.10 

Child Care Account $12,935.91 

School Fees (2011-2012) $1,363.50 

School Expenses (2011-2012) $16,445.00 

Pre School Fees (2011-2012) $1,418.00 

School Public Relations $917.59 

School Tuition (2011-2012) $2,310.00 

Mission Outreach to Haiti $69,130.26 

Cafeteria Utilities Fund $8,990.28 

SPRED Program $405.00 

Families in Need Fund $2,465.09 

Youth Reserved  $618.02 

Maintenance Reserved  $24,961.19 

Raising the Roof Fund $26,036.78 

St. Joe Cemetery  Reserve 24,475.78 

Family Life Reserve Fund $312.76 

Raising the Roof Funds on  
Deposit  with the Diocese 

$90,093.33 

On deposit with the Diocese $48,462.25 

PARISH MISSION OUTREACH 

 SPECIAL MONTHLY  
COLLECTIONS, NEEDY FUND 

$9,773.32 

VLADIVOSTOK MISSIONS $2.048.00 

ST. JAMES PARISHñHAITI $8,190.00 

HAITI STUDENT EDUCATION $47,874.00 

HAITI  SPECIAL PROJECTS $79,383.79 

HAITI WATER PROJECT $10,736.57 

CATHOLIC PARISHES CAMPAIGN 
PLEDGES (CPC) 

$103,778.75 

INCOME  

STEWARDSHIP OFFERINGS $735,322.02 

OTHER ORDINARY INCOME 
Rummage Sale, Bulletin/Newsletter Ads, 

$110,955.25 

SCHOOL INCOME 
Book Fees 

Technology Fees 
Non Parish Tuition 

Pre-School Fees 
After School Care 

Other 

 
$25,819.61 
$5,350.00 

$18,202.00 
$35,890.00 
$21,100.00 
$47,748.92 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION INCOME $3,965.36 

EXTRAORDINARY INCOME 
Maintenance Collections,  Bequests and Donations 

$6,848.00 

TOTAL INCOME $1,011,322.17 

EXPENSES  

PARISH STAFF 
SALARIES AND BENEFITS 

 
$130,416.53 

CHURCH AND WORSHIP $6,807,56 

PARISH OFFICE AND  
RELATED EXPENSES 

$21,326.75 

PARISH BUILDING AND  
GROUND MAINTENANCE 

$23,600.86 

CONVENT EXPENSES $3,211.93 

MATER DEI HIGH SCHOOL  $58,032.50 

ST. JOE SCHOOL EXPENSES 
Salaries Benefits 

Classroom/Curriculum 
Pre-School/Day Care/Summer Camp 

Building Maintenance 

 
$542,922.40 
$74,745.64 
$65,009.26 
$58,230.97 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION $61,130.98 

TOTAL EXPENSES $1,045,105.94 

CASH ON HANDñJune 31, 2011 

Parish Operating Account $103,852.28 

RESRICTED FUNDS 

Special Collections $1,023.33 

     The above report is a condensed version of our financial 
report.  If you would like to review a more detailed financial 
report, call the parish office and we will make a copy of the 

complete report available to you.  
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SUNDAY MORNING RELIGIOUS EDUCATION      

 Sunday morning religion classes begin on Sunday, Au-
gust 21st.  We will continue with our Family Classes and 
Student Classes this year.  All classes this year will meet 
from 9 ð 10:15 a.m.  Our first class on August 22nd will be 
a family class 
      It is never too late to register for the Sunday morn-
ing program.  If you would like information, please feel 
free to contact Sharon Vogler   parish 963 -3273   svo-
gler@evdio.org    home 867 -3848 
 

 CHILDRENõS LITURGY OF THE WORD   
     Childrenõs Liturgy of the Word begins at our Sunday 8 
a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Masses on Sunday, August 21st.  

      
CONFIRMATION DATES 
Sunday, August 7, 2011  

WHY BE CONFIRMED? 
9-10:15 a.m. in the meeting room  

Parent meeting & Candidate orientation  
 

Sunday, August 14, 2011  SESSION 1 òONE BODYó 
1-3 p.m. in the meeting room.  

Candidates and Sponsors 
 

RCIAñSUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11  9AM  

What am I looking for?     

How can I become part  

 of something bigger  

than myself?      

What is the meaning  

 of my life?   

 How can I be a better person?      

Does God have something  

 to  say to me?    

  How can I know the right 

\path  for me?    

How can I make a   

difference  in this world?  

What can I do about the loneliness I feel?     

How can I come to know Godõs love? 
          If you are asking these questions or questions like 
them, the Catholic way of life may be for you.  For al-
most 2000 years, people have turned to the Catholic Church to enrich their lives.  Today, more than a billion people 
around the world follow Jesus Christ as members of the Catholic Church.  In it, they have found the inspiration and 
strength they were seeking.  
     If you have questionséthink you may be interestedé join us on Sunday, Sept. 11 at 9 am in the meeting room.   If 
you know of someone who might be interested, let us know! No commitment required to begin.  For more 
information you can call Sharon Vogler, (963 -3273) or Father Gene Schroeder (963-3273)  

 

THE JOURNEY CONTINUE S 
Sharon Vogler , DRE  

     Thank You God! That was our response 
from PandaMania VBS this year.  The 
youth were asked to òwatch for Godó 
each day and share where they had òGod 
sightings.ó  Isnõt that what life is all 
aboutébeing focused on God and seeing how God is pre-
sent in all of life.  Thanks to all who participated in 
PandaMania!  It was our largest VBS to date! 
     I write this, our Evansville West Deanery middle 
school Holiday World trip is next week!  The weather 
forecast is for hot!  I guess Holiday World is a good 
place to be if it is going to be hot.   
     The summer is always busy with preparations for all 
of the upcoming programs!  Our Sunday morning reli-
gious education classes begin on Sunday, August 21st 
with a family class.  Class is from 9 ð 10:15 a.m. in the 
cafeteria.  Everyone should have received your registra-
tion forms.  It is never too late to register for the Sun-
day morning program.  If you would like information, 
please feel free to contact Sharon Vogler   parish 963 -
3273   svogler@evdio.org   home 867-3848. 
       Our Childrenõs Liturgy of the Word will begin at the 
8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Masses on Sunday, August 21st.  
All four year olds through 4 th graders are welcome to 
join us for Childrenõs Liturgy of the Word on Sunday 
mornings.  We ask that the children who come are at 
least four years old.   It is difficult for us when children 
bring their younger siblings.  Thanks for your help with 
this!  
     RCIA, the Catechumenate, will have their first ses-
sion on Sunday, September 11th from 9 ð 10:15 a.m. in 
the meeting room.  
      Our youth will be Confirmed on Sunday, February 
12, 2012.  So, our preparation begins on Sunday, August, 
7, 2011 with a meeting for parents and candidates from 
9-10:15 a.m. in the meeting room.  Our first session 
with Candidates and Sponsors will be held on Sunday, 
August 14, 2011 from 1 ð 3 p.m. in the meeting room.   
All families with a high school sophomore should have 
received information in the mail.  If you did not, please 
contact Sharon Vogler or Amy Meyer.  
      And, once again, we are blessed to have Amy Meyer 
with us as our Coordinator of Religious Education, Sacra-
mental Preparation.  If it is a sacrament year for your 
child, you can look forward to hearing from Amy.  

       So, as the summer ends and the preparations for 
school begin, let us remember to watch for God each 
day and say òThank You God!ó  

mailto:svogler@evdio.org
mailto:svogler@evdio.org
mailto:svogler@evdio.org
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MEMORIAL DONATIONS:  
We gratefully acknowledge the following memorial donations.  

 May we continue to remember the gift these people have been in our lives.  

ST. JOSEPH CHURCH 
NEEDY FUND 
In memory of  

Clarence  Miller  

John & Ruby Manger 
 

In memory of  

Virgil Spaetti  

John & Ruby Manger 
 

ST. JOSEPH CHURCH 
In memory of  

Virgil Spaetti  

Alan & Donna Blankenberger 
Mac & Ann Glaser 

Tom & Delores Folz 
Joe & Mary Mayer 
Georgia Spaetti  
Lorene Spaetti 

John & Gail Maurer 
Terry Drone 

Tom & Donna Blythe 
Verena Bender 

Sally Reising-Kempf 
Gene & Marianne Ritter  

Rodney & Vicky Witherspoon 
Delores & Don Schroeder 

William & Rosemary Brune 
Jean Johnson 
Jan Hermann 

Joe & Karla Deweese 
Tom & Jackie Elsner 

Rebecca Smither (Mayer) 
Steve Luigs 

Tom & Jerri Kempf  
Butch & Linda Feulner 
Mike & Doris Niemeier 

Don & Darlene Baumgart 
Bob & JoAnn Weber 

Larry Ubelhor 
Richard & Imogene Baehl 

Bob & Mary Kay  
Fehrenbacher 

Pat & Jeanne Freeman 
Charles & Bonnita Fleming 

Delores Sudholt 
Harold & Shirley Kempf 

Bob & Martha Baehl 
Kevin & Kelly Pennington 

Brandon & Kerri  
Fehrenbacher 

Ken & Susie Schapker 
Jeff & Lori Weinzapfel  
Mr. & Mrs. John Luigs 

John & Diane Bassemier 
Frank & Holly Will  
Chris & Patti Will  

Amy Schneider 
Lee & Toni Askins 

Dave & Sandy Schmitt 
Knights of St. John 
St. Joe Menõs Club 

 

 In memory of  

Clarence Miller  

Ruby Corbett 
Kate Siemers 

Steve Southwell 
Joe Culley 

Paul & Bonnie Hartmann 
Elaine Friel 

Margie Miller 
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald  

(Friday) Martin  
Jeff, Jamie & Aidan Robb  

Mark Fehrenbacher Family 
Betty & Jerry David  

Harvey & Carol Klenck 
Marian Ellsperman 

Ralph & Sherri Adler 
Paul & Tammy Burgess 

and Family 
Nina & Bill Dacy 

Altstadt Office City  
John & Sylvia Reckelhoff 

Delores Schroeder 
Terry & Julie Fehrenbacher  
Elmer & Charlotte Schapker 
Tony & Teresa Tenhumberg 

Glen & Debbie Seibert 
Patrick & Jeanne Freeman 
Marilyn & Bob Mossberger 

Wilbur & Marian  
Fehrenbacher 

Tom & Delores Folz 
Mr. & Mrs. Francis Happe 
Gene & Marianne Ritter  

Dave & Betty Fehrenbacher 
Kenny & Susie Schapker 

Hank & June Preske 
Tom & JoAnn Muensterman 

Leroy & Rose Weiss 
Merl & Pat Schapker 

Linda & Butch Feulner 
Steve Muensterman 
Tom & Jerri Kempf  

Jennie Puckett  
Dave & Sandy Schmitt 

Terry Drone 
Mac & Ann Glaser 

Randy & Kathy  
Fehrenbacher 

Gary Fehrenbacher 

 Ruth Burk 
Don & Alice Weis 

James & Dorothy Happe 
Lenny & Amy Tenbarge 
Bud & Sharon Werner 
Phil & Becky Dosher 

Ron & Margaret Angermeier 
Homer & Doris Taylor 
St. Joe Faculty & Staff  

Larry Raben 
Herlinda Weber 

Bill and Nina Dacey 
The Communities  

of Solarbron 
Amy & Rick Schneider 

Roxann Bradley 
Bob & Linda Englert 

Mike & Martha Bohleber 
Lisa Ellsworth 

Bill & Dot Sander 
Jerry & Beth Spaetti  

John Cartwright  
Mike & Doris Niemeier 

Knights of St. John 
St. Joseph Menõs Club 

Gary & Dianne Wunderlich 
Jim & Jan Hermann 

 

 In memory of  

Trudy Morhlrnksmp  

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Mass 
 

ST. JOSEPH CEMETERY 
ENDOWMENT 
In memory of  

Olivia Weiss  

Leroy & Rose Weiss 

 

 

Monday, August 15:   7 pm Regular meeting.   
Join us  for food and fellowship.  

 
      
 Play begins at  11 am.  Entry Fee  $40/
team.   Register beforehand by calling 
Shane Wessel (431-8394) or register on 
the day beginning at 10 am.  Food and 

Drink available all day.  
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MM ISSIONISSION   OOUTREACHUTREACH   
     For Jesus, in the final analysis, only one question will 

be asked of us:  Did you take care of the poor?  No one 

person can do everything, but, in the  words of Mother 

Theresa, ñwe can all do small things with great love.ò  

Here are some opportunities.    

  SPECIAL COLLECTION 
FOR BLACK AND  

NATIVE AMERICAN 
CATHOLICS 

   This annual appeal is a vital 

part of our Church for the Year 

2010.  The funds ae needed to 

continue present Evangelization 

programs; even more to assist 

parishes devastated by hurricanes to totally rebuild their 

programs.  Many places lost everything and how soon we 

forget the rebuilding that needs to be done cannot be done 

overnight.  The evangelization programs torn apart by the 

devastation need to be woven back together.  It will  take 

years.  Many new evangelization efforts are being made 

in these areas as well as the other Black, Indian, Eskimo 

and Aleute communities assisted by our Churchôs Na-

tional Black and Indiana Collection.  Our own parish of 

St. John the Apostle on Bellemeade Avenue has received 

grants from this collection.   

Will you try to help us be successful?.      

Fhud ` bghkc ` bg`mbdƕƕ-- Ronmrnq ` 

student in our sister parish in Haiti  

and provide them with an education.   
      Children in Haiti 
need someone to spon-
sor them this year 
through our Haitian 
Student Sponsorship 
Program.  For $300 a 
year, a sponsor pro-

vides a student with school tuition and supplies, uni-
form and shoes, and a school lunch.  All sponsored stu-
dents and their families are also provided free medical 
care at the Medical Clinic run by the Parish.  

      If anyone is interested 
in answering the call to 
Help God's children, you 
can contact Kim Spaetti, 
Linda Feulner or Diane 
Bassemier at 963-6175, 
963-6939 or 963-3203 re-

spectively for more information on the program.   

        
 
 
        Allen Blankenberger, Allen Whitehouse, Jim 
Elsner and Greg Head made up the mission team that 
traveled to Haiti this past July.  The primary purpose of 
this trip was to work to provide clean water for the com-

munity of Plain du Nord.  This 
work has been a direct result 
of our efforts to provide long 
term solutions to the cholera 
epidemic that struck the peo-
ple of Plain du Nord this past 
winter.    Many people from 
our parish as well as mem-
bers of the community, par-
ticularly some professors 
from USI have been working 
diligently the past several 
months trying to figure out 
the best way to provide safe 
drinkable water for the peo-
ple of Plain du Nord.   
     We have learned over the 
years that no project is ac-
complished easily in Haiti.  
What would be an quick and 
easy fix here in our country is 
often beset with many ob-
stacles in Haiti.  Our at-
tempts to install a clean 
water filtration system on 
this trip were no different.  
Although they had plenty of 

obstacles to overcome we are happy to report that a 
clean water filtration system was installed at the Medical 
Clinic.  They  were unable to complete all the startup 
testing and processes prior to our departure, but have left 
instructions with Father Alain and Franz the local gentle-
man who will manage the 
system.  They utilized the 
existing concrete tank for 
the dirty water tank but 
bought a new 1000 gal plastic 
water tank for the clean wa-
ter.  They had pump prob-
lems so they had to buy a 
new water pump and had to 
refurbish an old gas genera-
tor to power the pump.  They 
installed all the plumbing for 
clean water system and  did 
water testing training and 
operation training with the 
Franz our local water manager and we are comfortable 
that he has a good understanding of the system and proc-

Greg Head and Allen Whitehouse, 
with sons William and Nathanial 

 and daughter Miret, inspect the mock 
up of the water filtration system 

planned fro Haiti. 

Diane Bassemier and Butch Feulner 
organize the material sent to Haiti  

this past spring. . 
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esses.  Since our return, we have learned from Father Alain 
that the startup process is underway and hope to be able to 
report that clean water is available to our friends in Plain du 
Nord by sometime in mid July.  
       We found upon our arrival that the supplies and packages 
that we had shipped in May had arrived the same day, so we 
helped place the 100+ boxes of supplies in the school for tem-
porary storage and we able to distribute almost 50 sponsor gift 
boxes to the sponsored students on Monday morning, and took 
photos to share with the sponsors.  We brought back letters, 
cards and even a couple gifts for the sponsors from their spon-
sored child.  We did some organizing of the material storage 
warehouse and did some reconnaissance for future trips.  
        Our mission team was able to share their friendship with 
our brothers and sisters in Plain du Nord.  They  celebrated 
with our friends at St. James during the Sunday Mass and two 
morning Masses during the week.  They got the opportunity to 
sweat and get dirty working besides many Haitien men who 
readily assisted us during our installation work.  And, as always 
Father Alain was a great host with whom they were able to 
share their thoughts, ideas, and friendship during our stay.  

MAKING SCHOOL CHOICE  
 WORK FOR US  

Melba Wilderman, Principal  

I ran into one of our moms the other day.  She 
commented about how quickly the summer was 
passing.  I hated to break the news to her, but 

I shared that each summer seems to pass quicker than the 
summer before.  Probably my age talkingéand so it is that 
the beginning of another school year is upon us.  

As always, the new school year promises many 
changes.  Fortunately, our Bobcat family continues to 
grow.  We welcome several new students ð including 18 
preschoolers, 15 Kindergartners, and 7 students in the up-
per classes.  Our largest class this year is the third grade 
with 25 students!  Mrs. Kerri (Crowdus) Kleeman is joining 
our staff this year as the PE and Health teacher.  Our cur-
rent PE teacher, Mrs. Keri Spahn, is taking some time off 
for family reasons and we wish her the best of luck.  

But probably the single biggest change that I have 
dealt with this summer has been School Choice, the new 
statewide voucher program.   This legislation makes tax 
money available for qualifying families to afford private 
education.  This is big! Catholic Schools have always held 
the reputation for excellent academics, dedicated staffs, 
order and discipline, parent involvement, good test scores, 
judicious use of resources, etc. - what parent wouldnõt 
wish this for his/her children?  Unfortunately, the reality is 
that there is a growing number of two -income families and 
single-parent families out there who donõt consider Catho-
lic education because they simply cannot afford it.  The 
state is now making it possible!  The income requirements 
are quite lenient:  for example, a family of 4 whose income 
is less than $62,000 is eligible.  Depending on the level in 
which you qualify, the tax money could possibly cover all 
your tuition and fees.  Of course, there are a few other 

criteria that must be met.  One of which says that students 
must be coming from the public school system the 2 semes-
ters preceding grades 2-12 or have received a tax credit 
scholarship (SGO) the year prior.  SGOs (Scholarship Grant-
ing Organizations) are another part of the legislation which 
makes money available to families.  SGOs target families 
with Kindergarten students because they do not meet the 
criteria of coming from the public school system for the 
vouchers.  The great thing about this option is that the 
families may then apply for a voucher the next year with-
out ever being in the public school system.  Itõs a loophole 
for families to start their children in Kindergarten and then 
keep them in Catholic Schools.  There are huge tax benefits 
for individuals or businesses who wish to contribute to a 
SGO.  Please contact me if you would like more informa-
tion.  A third piece of the state legislation is for those of us 
who are already in the Catholic School system.  It created a 
small tax deduction for current private school families - 
$1000 per child.  Itõs not as large as I had hoped, but weõll 
take it!  

I am excited about this legislation, not because I 
think we are going to have a huge influx of public school 
students coming to St. Joe, as some other diocesan schools 
may, but because I see it as hope for our own parishioners 
who thought Catholic education was not possible for their 
children.  This may mean that you may have to push aside 
your pride a bit to investigate this option.  (Why is it we 
can so easily apply for college grants, but find it hard to 
ask for financial help in the elementary and high school 
grades?)   Honestly, I look at those parents who are willing 
to do what is best for their children, regardless of what it 
takes, with such admiration.  If it were not for my own par-
ents and their insight to ask for financial help when they 
needed to, I would not be the person I am today nor would 
I be here at St. Joe, for that matter.  I thank God for my 
Catholic education!  
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     Now that the Summer Social is over,  
serious planning for our Annual Rummage Sale begins!   

With everyoneõs help and cooperation this has become a very successful fundraiser  for 
the church.  The Friday night double -price sale has been well attended so it will be 

repeated this year.  Many Parishioners have been putting aside items for the sale since 
last year. We encourage everyone to dig into their closets, basements, attics and ga-

rages and donate no-longer needed items to the sale.  
All useable, saleable items will be gratefully accepted . 

HOUSEHOLD ITEMS:  Everything from furniture, workable appliances, linens, pictures, frames and wall decora-

tions to knickknacks, dishes, craft items, etc.  Also, house plants (large and small) sell well. 

CHILDRENõS TOYS, BOOKS, PUZZLES (intact and usable).    TRICYCLES, BICYCLES, WAGONS 

TOOLSñLAWN EQUIPMENTñEXERCISE EQUIPMENTñRECREATIONAL EQUIPMENT 

ANTIQUES AND COLLECTIBLESñJEWLERY 
BABY ITEMS:  Clothing, blankets, strollers, high chairs, furniture 

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS  

                    AND OTHER HOLIDAY ITEMS 

CLOTHING:  for children and adults  
     (clean and in good condition),   hats, purses, shoes, etc. 

GAMES, NOVELS, VIDEOS, CDs ELECTRONICS 

Those who would like to pre-price their donated items are welcome to do so.  More valuable items will be accepted on a 
consignment basis.  If they are sold the donor will receive a percentage of the sale price.  

     Bring your items to the gym after all Masses on  September 3 & 4 
(not before unless special arrangements have been made)  

AND 9 am  to 7 pm September 5,6,& 7 
Help is needed every evening the week of the sale to sort, price and arrange 

 merchandise.  Help is also needed on the day of our sale as well.   
Look for a sign-up sheet in the church vestibule in mid-August 

QUESTIONS???    Call  Imogene ñ 963-5221          
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